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PREFACE. 

HR fubftance of this ejfay 
was tranfcribed for the prefs 
before the author had feen a 
book publifhed laji year , in¬ 
tituled : A profeffion of catholic faith, 
extracted out of the council of Trent , 
by pope Pius IV, and now in ufe for 
the reception of converts into the church; 
with the chief grounds of the controver¬ 
ted articles, by way of queftion and an- 
fwer. A treatife , levelled dire&ly againfl 
the creed of pope Pius, would very pro¬ 
bably have been cenfured , if it had come 
abroad without taking notice of a new 
vindication of the fame creed\ It was 

therefore for a long time thrown a fide, 
through want of health and leifure to 
make the neceffary infertions. 

To have followed the author of that 
piece , in every quotation from fcripture, 
would have very much fwelled this work 
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to little purpofe ; confdering how lavifh 
he has been in quoting fcripture , more by 
the found of words than any real relation 
to the point in hand. ’ Tis an eafy thing 

by leading quejlions to direSl , as that 
author has done , to a multitude of texts 
in a frnall compafs , which to an unwary 
reader fhall at frfl fght feem pertinent; 
when the fetting forth and ‘vindicating 
the true Jenfe of a fmall part of thofe 
texts fhall unavoidably be voluminous. 
But notwithflanding this difadvantage : 
if a number of plain texts are produced\ 
with which the creed of pope Pius is al¬ 
together inconfflent ; if thofe , upon which 
the papifs are known to lay the greatejl 
Jlrefs , are all of them confidered , and 
fhewn to make nothing to their purpofe ; 
and if upon the whole it be proved , that 
the doElrines, wherein papifls differ from 
proteflantSy are contrary both to the te¬ 
nor of fcripture and to found reafoning .* 
then the bulk , to which this effay has un- 
arifen> it is hoped\ will be ex- 

id. Nov. 5.1735. 


willingly 

cufed. 


A 



A View of POPERY: 

taken from the Creed of Pope 
Pius the IVtlx 

Very fmall treatife, intituled, Tdhe 
Creed of pope Pius the IV. or a 
ProfpeB of Popery , taken from that 
authentic Record , was printed in 
the year 1687, on occafion of the 
vifible growth of popery at that 
time, and the danger of its increafing farther. 
It is upon the apprehenfion that zealous endea¬ 
vours are now employed by Romifh emiflaries, 
in many parts of this nation, to gain profelytes 
to popery, that this eflay is fent abroad; attend¬ 
ed with earned: defires that it may be of fome 
ufe towards preventing fo great an evil. 

The author of that treatife laid his plan very 
judicioufly, when he determined to take his ac¬ 
count of the Romifh doctrine, not from any 
Single dottor of that church, though ever fo cele¬ 
brated 










Ibrated; bilt from the authentic ads of theif 
church. For it is certain, that how good ground 
ioever proteftants have to charge particular per- 
fons with monftrous abfordities; (for example, 
to charge Cardinal * Bellarmine with affirming, 
that if the pope Jhould enjoin the praBice of vice , 
or forbid the praBice of virtue , the church •would 
be bound to believe vicefo be good, and virtue to be 
evil) yet charity will teach us to hope at leaft, 
that the papifrs in general do not harbour fuch 
monftrous thoughts in their breafts. But thofe 
things, which the church of Rome requires to be 
believed as articles of faith, on pain of damna¬ 
tion, and which her clergy are upon oath obliged 
to maintain and defend, may very fairly and 
juftly be looked on as the avowed dodrine of 
that church. And fuch is the creed of pope 
Pius IV : as appears by his bull concerning the 
form of the oath of the profeffion of faith , dated 
in November 1564, and printed with the ads of 
the council of Trent. For in that bull the creed 
itfelf is thus introduced : IN. N. do •with a firm 
faith believe and profefs all and every thing which 
is contained in that fymbol of faith , which the 
holy Roman church ufetb: that is tofay — Then, 
after recital of the creed, it is added : This is the 
true catholic faith , without which no man can be 
faved : and a form is provided, whereby the fu- 
perior clergy promife, vow and Jwear , that to the 
lafi breath of their lives they will mofi fiedfafily , 
with the help of God, retain and confefs it intire 

and 

* Si papa erraret, praecipiendo vida, vel prohibendo virtutes; 
teneretur ecclefia credere vida efTe bona, &. virtutes malas, nifi 
vellet contra confcientiam peccare. Btllarm. de Roman . pontiff 
lib . IV, cap, 5. 
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and unviolated ; and take care, as much as in 
them lies, that it be held, taught and preached by 
all perfons fubjebi to them, or whom by their office 
they are obliged to take care of. 

The creed itfelf contains the fubftance of the 
decrees and canons of the 'Trent Council : and 
being ufually divided into twenty-fQur articles, is 
lb plaufible as to exprefs the firft twelve in the 
very words of that creed which is * commonly 
called the Nicene j the greateft part whereof all 
proteftants believe and acknowledge. But there 
is this great difference between the manner, where* 
in the Nicene creed is impofed in popifh coun¬ 
tries, and wherein they who adhere to the true 
proteftant principle receive it or any part of it: 
that the one require it to be received upon an 
equal foot of authority with the holy fcriptures; 
the other believe and acknowledge the things 
contained in it, not becaule the fathers of the 
Nicene council fo believed or fo decreed; but be- 
oaufe they are fatisfied that the things themfelves 
are contained in the holy fcriptures, and fo far 
only as they are therein contained: fo that their 
faith is ultimately refolved into the word of God, 
and not into the commandments of men. Herein 

they 

' * That what is vulgarly called the Nicene Creed, is not the cited 
made by the council of Nice in the year 325, appears from the 
copies produced by Socrates in his ecclef. hifi . fag. 176. edit. Rob. 
Stepb. 1544, and by Labbe, in his collection of councils, tom. II. 
fag. 27. From the fame collection of councils, tom. JL fag. 951. 
4t appears, that what is now commonly called the Ntcene Creed, is 
(hat which was made by the council of Conftantinofle in the year 
381; or at leaft has a much nearer likenefs to that than to the 
other. However, as both creeds contain for fubftance the fame 
do&rine, I (hall make no fcrupk to call that the Nicene Creeds 
which ufually goes by that name* 
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they aflert their liberty as becomes proteftants.' 
The greateft part however of the things con¬ 
tained in this creed, as was before obferved, they 
all believe and acknowledge. 

But this, it feems, was not enough for a creed 
of the church of Rome . There muft be fome 
form of faith, whereby, as by an authentic aCt, 
papifts muft for ever be diftinguiffied from pro¬ 
teftants. Twelve new articles therefore are added j 
which are all truly Romijh , and built folely upon 
human authority. Thefe I (hall fet down in 
order, and make fome remarks on them. 

But it is needful firft to warn the reader of the 
enfnaring manner, in which the articles of pope 
Pius’s creed are connected with thofe of the 
Nicene. The Nicene creed makes mention of 
one y holy, catholic and apoftolic church : and the 
creed of pope Pius begins with a profeffion of 
admitting and embracing the traditions, &c. of 
the fame church ; infinuating, that all the tradi¬ 
tions of the church of Rome are traditions of the 
one , holy , catholic and apoftolic church. And it is 
certain the Romanifts do pretend, that all thefe 
characters belong to their church, and to that 
alone. . They make themfelves the whole church 
of Chrift; and exclude all others from being fo 
much as a part of it. They confine bolinefs to 
themfelves; and confidently affirm, that their 
church alone is derived from the apoftles. 

Thefe things are not indeed expreflly afierted 
in pope Pius' s firft article. It was more piaufi- 
ble to fpeak of the church in a general way at 
the beginning; becaufe every one would more 
readily afcribe the characters of one , boly y catholic 

and 
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and apojlolic, to the church of Chrifl in an un¬ 
confined fenfe, than to the church of Rome, or 
any other church in particular. But fince this 
lame creed, in its eleventh article, fpeaks exprelsly 
of the holy, catholic, apojlolic Roman church , as 
the mother and miftrefs of all churches , and there¬ 
by clearly confines tnefe characters to that church; 
it is proper here at the beginning to give notice of 
the fnare; and to avoid the dangerous fallacy of 
confidering any of the articles of this creed as 
doctrines of the one, holy, catholic and apojlolic 
church. 

That article of the Nicene creed, [/ believe 
one, holy, catholic and apojlolic church ] is capable 
of a very harmlefs fenfe, againfl which no chri- 
flian whatever will objeCt. Which is this: that 
our Lord Jefus Chrifl has a church, fcattered up 
and down in various parts of the world j the 
members whereof are holy in the difpofition of 
their minds, and entertain the fubftance of the 
doftrine of the apofles. This is the true general 
or univerfal, that is, the true catholic church. 
And this is undoubtedly one, in that large fenfe, 
wherein all thofe are included as its members, 
who heartily believe in Jefus Chrill, acknowledgr 
ing him for their Saviour, and obeying him as 
their Ruler. To all thefe he becomes the author 
of eternal falvation', as he himfelf allures us, 
John III. 36. and his apoftle after him, Heb. 
v. 9. Rom. X. 8, 9. And all fuch arelikewife 
declared to be the children of God, Gal. JII. 26, 
born oj God, 1 John V. 1. Now they who are 
become the children of God, thro ’ faith in Chrijl 
Jefus } and heirs of his promifed falvation, do 

B certainly 



[ 10 ] 

certainly in the large and general fenfe belong to 
his church , tho’ their faith fhould be attended 
with fome miftakes. And in this large fenfe a- 
lone, if at all, it is, that the members of the 
church of Rome can be acknowledged members 
cf the one church of Chriji : fo very widely has 
that church departed from the faith which Chrift 
and his apoftlee delivered. 

If it be laid, that the Nicene fathers did not fpeak 
of the church in this large and general fenfe; but 
meant a vifible church, which was called catho¬ 
lic or univerfal, by reafon of the greater number 
of thofe who were efteemed true profeffors of 
the holy doSlrine of the apoftles, in opposition to 
the fmaller number of thole who differed from 
them; and that they called themfelves one churchy 
in oppofition to the different parties of thofe who 
differed from them: yet this will never prove, 
that thefuperior number, who pleafed themfelves 
with thefe titles, did in all points adhere to the 
doSlrine of the apofles, and that none who differed 
fr<?m them were in the right. There can be no 
reifonable doubt, that many of thofe, who call’d 
themfelves the one, holy, catholic and apojlolic 
church, were far enough from agreeing with each 
other in feveral particulars; and in that cafe fome 
of them mnft differ from the doSlrine of the apo- 
jlles, and therefore not be apojlolical. Nor is 
there any doubt, that many of them were far 
enough from being holy in their hearts and in their 
practice. It is not therefore men’s giving them-* 
felves the name and title of one, holy , catholic 
and apojlolic church , that will prove them to be 
fo, So far as they differ from each other, they 

are 



ate not one, in the Romijh ferife of Unity j no/ 
can they, for the fame reafon* be juftly called 
univerfal or catholic. And if they are unholy in 
their lives; the name of holy , with regard to the 
church wherewith they communicate* iignifies 
nothing. Nor are they apojlolic, in any refpeft 
wherein they differ from the cipojlles dottrine-. 
And yet there may be feveral churches, each of 
them, for the fubftance of their doctrines, apojlo¬ 
lic al, tho’differing in fome points from each other; 
and each of them maintaining holinefs , in the life 
and practice of their communicants, as well as 
in the tendency of their doctrines. And all thefe 
will with much better reafon go to the making 
«P one invifible catholic or univerfal churchy 
than any fingle vifible church whatever can be 
called catholic * to the exclufion of all others. 

Nor does it appear from the hiftory of tht Nicene 
council, that the bifhops, and other divines of 
whom it confifted, look’d upon any one particular 
church, (and fuch was the church of Rome among 
the reft) as the one, holy, catholic and apojlolic 
church No: they were all of them call’d toge¬ 
ther by the authority and command of the em¬ 
peror Conjlantine, to confult about fuch matters 
as he thought fit to lay before them 2 and the 
profeffed agreement of fuch a number of divines, 
call’d together from fo many diftant nations, made 
them look upon their determinations as the de¬ 
terminations of the catholic church. 

But whatever they call’d themfelves; and how 
much foever we agree with them in the fubftance 
of their doctrine: yet their determinations are 
not the foundation of our faith 2 nor had they, 
B 2 nor 
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nor cou’d any council of uninfpir’d men in the world 
have, authority to determine what we fhall believe 
or praCtife. So far as they agree with the do* 
Brine of the apojiles, it is fit we fliould agree with 
them, But then this is not becaufe of any autho¬ 
rity in the council of Nice-, but becaufe the do- 
Brine of the apojiles is true, and fit to be believed. 

And if the Nicene council itfelf had no autho¬ 
rity over the confciences of chriftians j what au¬ 
thority could it convey to the church of Rome ? 
What authority did it ever pretend to convey to 
the Roman church, more than to the church of 
Antioch or Alexandria , or any other ? Indeed 
if it had made ever fuch high pretences} what 
authority could it give to any church in the world, 
to frame new articles of religion at her own plea- 
fpre, afid to damn fuch as Ihould refufe to receive 
them? But referving the confideration of authority 
to the eleventh article of pope Pius's creed; I now 
proceed to (hew, that the church of Rome is not 
the one, holy, catholic and apojloltc church, which 
lhe pretends to be. 

She is not one, in that very fenfe wherein (he re¬ 
proaches proteftants for not being one. If proteftant9 
are in many points divided into parties -, fo are the 
papifts. Witnefs the divilions between the Fran - 
cijcans and Dominicans about the immaculate con¬ 
ception ; thofe between the JeJuits and fanfenifts 
about predeftination j and the prefent draggles, 
now of a pretty long Handing, about the bull 
Unigenitus; belides the many horrible fchifins 
• which have arifen by fetting up one pope againft 
Another, and the contentions about the feat of 
infallibility. If they fay, that they are one, in 
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all things fceceflary to falvation: the proteftaftts 
with much more truth and reafon affirm this con¬ 
cerning themfelves; and that the things wherein 
they differ from each other do not hinder their 
being of the one church of Jefus Chrift. 

But if the church of Rome did agree with it- 
felf in all points of doftrine and practice j that is, 
if they were at unity among themfelves, which 
it, is plain they are not, nor ever were: yet their 
unity could not be laid to be with Chrift Jefus, the 
foie bead of the churchy but with the pope, con- 
iidered as head; which very thing is inconliftent 
With and fubverfive of the true unity of the chri- 
ftian church. 

Whoever they are, that deny Jeliis Chrift to 
be the head of the churchy they cut themfelves off 
from union with him; and confequently muft be 
far enough from being bis one church. Now 
Chrift is not the bead of his church, if he is not 
jole bead. How then comes the pope to pretend 
to make laws as he pleafes? And how can they 
be the one church of Chrift , who are fo far from 
owning him their foie heady as to remove their 
allegiance from him to a fellow mortal, and to 
obey that mortal even in oppofition to Chrift ? 
Yet this muft be the cafe in all thofe inftances, 
where the pope’s decrees are obeyed, though 
contrary to the mind of Chrift. To what pur- 
pofe therefore can it be for papifts to prove the 
unity of Chrift’s church from fuch texts as that 
of Eph. IV. 5. where the apoftle affures us, 
that there is but one Lord, and one faith ; when 
it is plain that they fet up another Lord befides 
Chrift, and anotherfaith , contrary to that which 
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he taught? Let it be ever To clear, ihat the church 
of Chrift is one, without diftindtion of Jew and 
Gentile; as Chrift himielf, John X. 16. fignified 
it £hould be: yet the church of Rome cannot be 
this one church , while Ihe renounces allegiance to 
Chrift the bead, and obeys another head, in many 
things which are quite contrary to Chrift’s do¬ 
ctrine* 

Again: their fcbifmatical feparation from the 
reft of the body is in itfelf a fufficient proof, that 
the church of Rome cannot be the one church of. 
Chrift. 'There is, fays the apoftle, one body , and 
one fpirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling : Eph. IV. 4. But the church of Rome 
oppofes and renounces this one Jpirit, which 
ftiould unite us rends herfelf from this one body } 
or, which comes to much the fame thing, tears 
off from communion with her all thofe who will 
not fubmit to her arbitrary determinations, deny¬ 
ing that any fuch can have the one hope of the 
chrijlian calling. She impofes her abominable 
corruptions upon thofe, whole confciences cannot 
comply with them j and impofes them with the 
utmoft bitternefs and cruelty. She thereby drives 
all other chriftians from her communion: and 
confequently creates a fchilm, and deftroys that 
unity to which fhe pretends. If therefore this 
corrupt and perfecuting church is a part of the 
church of Chrift, it can be no better than a 
fcbifmatical part: for they are always the fchif— 
matics, who are the caufes, the neceffary caufes, 
of the fchifm. However, nothing is more plain, 
than that they cannot be the one church of Chrijl. 

Confequently, they cannot be the catholic 
church. There is no need to compare numbers, 

for 
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for deciding this point: no need of enquiring 
whether the numbers in the church of Rome are 
fuperior or inferior to the Greek church and all 
the proteftant churches put together. Their cut¬ 
ting themfelves off from union with Chrift the 
heady and from all other parts of his body, plain¬ 
ly (hews them not to be the catholic church. All 
they who hold the head may be united to each o-' 
ther,notwithftanding the inferiority offome mem¬ 
bers, and the fuperiority of otners; and even 
notwithftartding fome weakneffes and defects in 
fome of the members, which the reft are to bear 
with, and to contribute as much as they can to 
their reftoration and perfection. But when, be- 
fides rejecting allegiance to the head, the church 
of Rome does what the can to deftroy all other 
members befides herfelf, damning and perforating 
with the utmoft cruelty all thofe whocannot com¬ 
ply with her unrighteous claims j what pretence 
has fhe to catholicifm ? Next to holding Chrijl the 
head , the unity of the chriftian church conftfts 
iu the mutual love of the members to each other. 
This is that bond of perfe&nefs y which unites the 
whole catholic church together j and not an exaCt 
unity of opinion in all points. How then can they 
be the catholic churchy who will damn their bre¬ 
thren to the pit of hell, and without mercy per¬ 
forate them to death in this world, for want of 
agreeing with them in every doubtful opinion, 
and joining with them in their abominable cor¬ 
ruptions? 

There is, I fay, no need to compare numbers, 
for deciding wjiich is the catholic church. And 

therefore 
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therefore it is to no manner of purpofe, that The 

* profefjion of catholic faith, &c. publifbed laft 
year, [ 1734 ] for the reception of convert f into the 
church oj Rome, produces fiich a number of 
texts, and particularly prophetical texts, to /hew 

* that the church of Chrift /hall be univerfal, by 

* being the church of all ages and of all nations;’ 
and affirms, that ‘in them it is always reprefented 
‘ as a numerous congregation lpred through the 

* world.’ For in none of thefe texts, nor in any 
other, is it promifed that the church of Chrift 
/hall always be a numerous congregation, /pred 
thro’ theworld: nor is it anywhere promifed, that 
it /hall in all ages be the church of all nations. In~ 
deed thofe texts have been in feme good mea/ure 
fulfill’d already, in the large ipread which the 
go/pel of Chrift has received. And from thofe 
and other prophetical texts we have good rea/on 
to believe, that in God's good time Chrift’s church 
will become univerfal. But then this muft be 
brought about by the overthrow of the antichri- 
ftian church of Rome: whole abominable cor¬ 
ruptions are the grand hindrance of the larger 
fpread of the gofpel; and have fometimes been 
fuffered to prevail almoft to the extinguishing die 
light of it. 

By thofe corruptions they have effe&ually 
proved themfelves not to be that holy church, 

which 

* The whole tide of that book, quoted at length in the preface 
to this, includes both the Rorntjh profefjion of faith , and the vindica¬ 
tion of U. The profejfion cf faith itfelf is the Creed of pope Pius: 
a^d in my following remains I fhall, for brevity’s feke, choofe 
to quote the vindication of it the words of th$ running title, 
grounds of tatholic doftritie y 

t P a g- 12 > »a- 
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which they pretend to be. And furely we may 
venture to fet down in the number of corruptions 
the worfhip of faints and angels, and of images, 
contrary to exprefs warnings of the word of God; 
the worfhip of the bread in the facrament, on 
pretence of its being *f* turned into the body and 
bloody and foul, and divinity of Jefus Chrijt ; 
the making the Mafs a propitiatory facrifice for 
the living and the dead; the doctrines of indul¬ 
gences, of purgatory, of authoritative abfolu- 
tions by mortal men, and even by men under the 
the power * of mortal fin themfelves; the de¬ 
pendence of the efficacy of the facraments upon 
the prieft’s good intention; the taking away 
the fcriptures from the common people, and re¬ 
quiring the ufe of an unknown tongue in their 
prayers: but above all others, the dodtrine of 
infallibility, which takes away the very founda¬ 
tion of chriftian faith, by taking away the autho¬ 
rity of the word of God, and leaves no founda¬ 
tion for the faith of the chriftian church, but the 
authority of fallible men; and the dodtrine of 
the pope’s fupremacy, which is an impious inva- 
fion of Chrift’s prerogative, who is foie law¬ 
giver and head of the church. 

Thefe are corruptions inconfiftent with a holy 
church ; efpecially with the one, holy, catholic, and 
apojlolic church . And thefe are inftances, in 
which it is certain that the church of Rome has adt- 
ually fallen into pernicious errors. So that it will 
no way help that church to fay in general con- 

C ceming 

+ See the Vth. article of pope Pius's Creed. 

* The council of Trent lays. Self XIV. can. io. de poeniten- 
da: If airy one Jballfay 9 that friefts who are in mortal Jin haw mt the 
fower of binding and loofhtg ; nr that any ether bejtdes prttfts are the 
minifiers of abfolotion} Ut him be accurfetL 
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cerning the church of Chrift , as the author of the 

* Grounds of catholic doBrine does, that ‘ Ihe is al- 

* ways holy in her dodtrine and terms of commu- 

* nion,and always freefrom pernicious error si For 
whatever is true concerning the church of Chrift , 
this is not true concerning the church of Rome. 
The dodtrines juft now mentioned are her do- 
dtrines, and are by her made terms of communion 
and they are pernicious errorr, wherein fhe has 
fhamefully apoftatiz’d from the holy doBrine of 
Chrift. It is vain therefore to apply to that 
church thofe texts of fcripture which belong to 
the invifible church. Vain is it in particular to *f* 
apply to that church what our Lord faid to 
Peter, Matt. XVI. 18. that be 'would build bis 
church upon a rock , and the gates of bell Jhould 
not prevail againfl it. For the rock , upon which 
our Lord there declared he would build his 
church, was manifeftly Peter's confeflion, men¬ 
tioned ver. 16. Thou art the Chrift , the Son of 
the living God. But by the abominable corrup¬ 
tions juft mentioned it appears, that the church of 
Rome is not built upon this rock, but upon fome- 
thing elfe, very different from it. It is vain for 
them to } alledge in this cafe, from John XIV. 6. 
that Chrift is the way , and the truth , and the 
life: becaufe it is evident by thefe inftances, that 
tney have apoftatiz’d from the true way, and do 
not walk in it. It is vain to apply to themfelves 
the promife which Chrift made to his apoftles, 
|| Matt. XXVIII. 19, 20. when he gave them 
commiflion to teach and baptize in his name ; 
that he would be with them always , even unto the 

. ' end 

•Pag. 10. fibid. J ibid. (J ibid. 
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end of the world. For this promife was given in 
clofe connexion with a charge, to teach men to 
obferve all things whatjoever Chrijl had command¬ 
edi and not to teach things inconfiftent with 
Chrift’s commands, and with his legiflative au¬ 
thority} which the dodtrines abovemen tioned 
moll evidently are. It is as vain to apply to the 
church of Rome , or to the whole body of her 
pallors and teachers, the promife which Chrill 
made to his * apollles, John XIV. 17. I 
will pray the Father , and be Jhall give you 
another comforter , that he may abide with you 
for ever y even the Spirit of truth ; and his affu- 
rances, ver. 26, that this Spirit of truth Jhould 
teach them all things , and bring all things to their 
remembrance , whatfoever he had J'aid to them; 
and that other promife, ch. XVI. 13. that he 
Jhould guide them into all truth. For it is evi¬ 
dent, that feme of thefe promifes were made 
perlonally to the apollles, relating to the extraor¬ 
dinary fervice in which they were to be imploy'd* 
and not to the whole body of the pallors and 
teachers of the church. And whatever there is 
in thefe promifes, which is not rellrained to the 
apollles in perfon, belongs to all Chrill’s faithful 
difeiples, all thofe who adt agreeably to the Spi¬ 
rit of Chrijl: fo that they have no relation to the 
pallors and teachers of the church of Rome. 

Lallly, it is a great perverfion of feripture to 
produce in this controverfy the words of St. Paul, 
I Him. III. 15. to prove *f* that * the church 
‘ cannot uphold pernicious errors \ and to argue 
from this and the other texts before recited, as 

C 2 the 

* Grounds of cath. do&.pg. it. 
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the author of the * Grounds of catb. doB, does, 
that * the church of Chrift is infallible in all 
* matters relating to faith, fo that ftie can neither 
« add nor retrench from what Chrift taught.’ 
The other texts have been already conftder’d, and 
{hewn to have no relation to the church of Rome , 
otherwife than as in general they condemn her 
errors and corruptions. As for thefe words of 
St .Paul-, all that they affirm concerning the 
church is, that it is the houfe of God: and 'Timothy , 
being a perfon of considerable character and 
eminency in the church, is put in mind to behave 
himfelf as became a pillar in that houfe. The 
author indeed abovementioned takes advantage 
of a miftake of our tranflatorsj who have ren-t 
dered the apoftle’s words differently from what ap¬ 
pears to have been his meaning. The apoftle 
does not fpeak of the church as a pillar , much 
lefs as the pillar and ground of truth: but figni* 
fies to Timothy, that he had written that epiftle 
to him, to put him in mind, how it became a 
perfon who was a pillar and ground of truth, 
(meaning Timothy himfelf) to behave in the houfe 
of God\ which is the church of the living God * 
This is the natural order and plain fenfe of the 
words: iV« iv ®e£ 

(©i2 

<£ d\»dei<tc. And this is agreeable to other paf- 
fages in the new teftament: where perfons of 
high character and importance in the church, for 
fupporting and adorning the truths it maintains, 
as for example, fames , Cephas and John, are 
called pillars ; Gal. II. 9. and agreeable like- 


Grounds, pag. 13 . 
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wife to the promife of Chrift, Rev. III. 12. 
Him that overcometb, will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God. Thefe words therefore arc 
altogether foreign to the purpofe for which they 
are produced: and are by mifinterpretation made 
to afcribe that infallibility to the church, con¬ 
cerning which the apoftle never once entertained 
a thought j and which howeVer, it appears from 
the abovementioned fpecimen of grofs errors, 
cannot belong to the church of Rome. 

Indeed it does not appear, that our blefled 
Lord ever promifed to fecure unerring perfection 
to any vifible church or its teachers: tho’ we 
have abundant reafon to be fatisfied from many 
paflages of feripture, that Chrift will always 
have a church fomewhere or other j that is, a 
number of faithful perfons, maintaining his true 
doftrine: that tho’ they may fometimes be re¬ 
duc’d to great extremities and fmall numbers, and 
tho’ their enemies may endeavour and hope to 
extirpate them quite j yet they (hall not be able 
to prevail. And this was made good in the al- 
moft miraculous prefervation of the fubftance of 
the proteftant doCtrine among the WaldenJ'es and 
Albigenfes, under the cruel perfections of the 
church of Rome j which had banifhed the light 
of the chriftian doCtrine from all places where her 
influence reached, and did wnat fhe could to 
extinguifh it intirely. 

The texts therefore cited in the Grounds of catb. 
doB. to -f- prove ‘ that Chrift has always, a true 
* church upon earth,’ no otherwife relate to the 
church oi Rome, than as they fhew, that the 
faithfulneis of God’s promife is engaged to pre- 

t P*g. 7. fetve 
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fcrvc andmaintain fomewhere or other that true 
doBrine , which they have corrupted and endea¬ 
voured to deftroy. And as to the texts £ quoted 
to prove, ‘ that the church of Chrift is always vifi- 
* ble:’ we proteftants thankfully acknowledge 
they have been fo far fulfilled, that the light of 
the chriftian do&rine has never yet been totally 
extinguifhed; and are encouraged by them to 
hope and believe it never will. Nay we are by thefe 
very texts fully fatisfied, that a time will come, 
when the corruptions of the church of Rome fhall 
be detected, and fhall make way for that pure 
doBrine of Chrift himfelf, which fhall prevail 
and triumph over them, and fhine through the 
world with its own light. In the mean time ’tis 
evident, that the greateft part of thefe texts have 
not yet had their full accomplifhment: and that 
tho’ feme of them have been in part fulfilled, in 
relation to the church of Chrift j yet they are no 
way inconfiftent with thofe other fcriptures, 
which fignifie, that the fame church fhould 
fometimes be reduced to great diftrefs and obfcu- 
rity, as hiftory proves it has been. 

Enough has been faid to fhew, that the church 
of Rome is not a holy church. And if fhe is un¬ 
holy, fhe is confequently not apojlolicol j that is, 
not conform’d to the doBrine of the apofiks , which 
is a holy dodtrine. But they tell you they are 
apojlolicol by a continued, uninterrupted fucceffion 
of their bifhops from the apoftles. To which I 
anfwer: that if this were true, it could never 
make that an apojlolicol church , which departs 
from the apojlolicol doBrine, Befides: it is impof- 

fibli 
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fible for any bifhop in the world to prove his luc- 
ceffion in an uninterrupted line from the apoftles; 
becaufe it is evident from hiftory, that many 
breaches have been made in that line; and becaufe 
no certain account has been kept of all the ordi¬ 
nations derived from the feveral broken links, 
nor any way ever found to unite them again in 
one continued length. 

In deducing the line of fucceflion one would 
think feme regard fliould have been had to Paul, 
ox James, or Andrew, or feme other of the apoftles 
befides Peter: and an account ftiou’d be produced 
of the feveral biftiops they ordain’d, and the fe- 
ries of thofe others, whom thefe biftiops and 
their fuccelfors ordain’d. But we will leave o- 
thers to determine about thefe things. And if, 
for once, we ftiould take for granted, that all the 
luccefiions in thefe weftern parts are to be derived 
from St. Peter ; which yet is taking for granted a- 
bundance of things that want to be proved: ftill we 
could not derive even thefe fucceffions with any 
thing like a certainty ; becaufe hiftorians do not 
agree about Peter's fucceflors, either in the or¬ 
der or number of them, in the moft early days. 
And then, in the corrupt times, when the Ro¬ 
man biftiop began to exalt himfelf above his bre¬ 
thren ; it was not long e’er the fweet morfel of 
ufurped power was fo much coveted, that ambi¬ 
tious churchmen fet up one againft another; in- 
fomuch that often there have been two, three, nay 
four popes at a time, curling each other and all 
" their adherents. Now all thefe, in oppofition 
to each other, could never convey regular fuc- 

celfions: 



12 + ] 

ceffions: and no naan living is able to prove, 
from which of thefe he derives his own ordinal 
tion j the oppofitions have been fo numerous, and 
fome of fo long (landing. 1 (hall take the liberty 
to mention a few, taken from writers of the 
Romijh communion. 

Onuphrius Panvinius, who wrote a continual 
tion of Platina' s lives of the popes, gives, in hia 
index at the end of the work, the following ac¬ 
count of what he calls the firft fchifm in the Ro* 
man church. * Novation, a Roman , and pref 
byter of the holy Roman church , was ordained 
chitf pontif by Jome fcbifmatical prejbyters , not* 
•withjlanding Cornelius had been created pope by- a 
regular ordination. He fat fome years :■ and being 
at length driven from the church, became author 
of the berefy which goes by his name . This was 
as early as the year 252, according to Onuphrius\ - 
And, which is very remarkable, he (ays not on¬ 
ly that Novation was a heretic , and author of a 
berefy ; but that he was ordained pope by prelbyj 
ters, fcbifmatical presbyters; and that he fat Jome 
years. We are not certain therefore, but fome of 
the Romijh bifliops and priefts now living may 

have 

* Novatianus, Romanus, fanfta- Roman* ecckfi* prefbyter; 
in fchifmate contra Cornciium papam, audere Novato, prefbytei 
ro ecclefi* Carthaginenfis; (edit annos aliquot. — Schifiqa primum 
in Romana ecclefia: in quo, Cornelio papa, legitims ordinatione 
creato, Novatianus, fan&ae Roman* ecclefi* p tefb yter, abalkpn- ; 
bus fchifmadcis prefbyteris pontife* maxima* ordinatus eft. Qai, ' 
ecclefia pulfus, hserefim Novatianorum condidi$. Plat in. . 

Pontif in fil. Coion. 1562. fag. 347/ 

This is Qnupbriut* account, in an early edition of Phtinirl 
’Tis pity he did not produce lus authorities*, J^ut it lyas afterward) 
thought that he had fpoken too plain: for in following editions* . 
particularly that in quarto, 16*6, care was taken to leave out fo 
great a fcandal tothe church, as this ftory of an ordination by pref- 
byters. 
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have received their ordination from thofe, whole 
predeceflors were ordained by this prejbyterian 
pope : and then their epifcopal fuccejjion, though 
ever fo clear for fome ages pa ft, can according 
to their own principles do them no good j their 
miniftrations are of no validity; and their people, 
however confidently they may believe themfelves 
to be chriftians, are ho better than heathens. 

But to come to later times: the thirteenth 
fchifm, the fame author tells us, was in the 
year 891, between Formofus and Sergius. And 
concerning Formofus , Flatina fays: that in the 
time of pope John IXth be left his bijhopric , to 
avoid that pope'sfever ity ; that he fled into France, 
andfwore he would never return to bis bijhopric or 
to Rome, from whence be had been banijhed for a 
conflpiracy j that he was anathematized and de- 
prived of all eccleflaflical dignity, and took to him - 
Jelfprofane garments, as well as a profane courje 
of life: but that pope Martin abfolved him of bis 
oath, and reflorea him', and that afterwards be 
got the popedom , more by bribery than virtue. The 
fifteenth fchifm, Onuphrius tells us, was in the 
year 964, between John XII, Leo VIII, and 
Benedibl V. The firft of whom, Platim tells 
us, was a ptrfon from bis very youth flain'd with 
all manner <tf flltbinefs , and Jpent all the time 
be could jpare from bis lufls in hunting rather than 
in prayer: that he was jummoned before a council 
to anfmer for bis wickednefs, and to lay down the 
popedom: and that at length be was taken in adul¬ 
tery, and killd. The fixteenth fchifm was in 974, 
between four popes at a time. So likewife the 
eighteenth, in 2045, between four popes: two of 

D whon*. 
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whom Platina defcribes as hideous monfters. The 
twentieth between Gregory VII. and Clement III, 
and their fucceffors, for 40 years together, be¬ 
ginning in. 1080. And, to mention no more: 
the twenty-lixth fchifm, which Onupbrius calls 
a long one, and worje than all the reft, began in 
the year 1378, between pope Urban VI. and 
Clement Vll: and did not end till 40 years after, 
upon the eledtion of Martin V. 

From thefe fadts it is plain, that there have 
been numerous breaches in the line of fucceffion. 
But in cafe there never had been any: yet how 
abfurd would it be to imagine, that Chrift could 
have no true church without an uninterrupted 
fucceffion of biffiops, to ordain its miniflers ? 
Cou’d then the good effedt of all Chrill’s inftitu- 
tions depend upon their fwimming through liich 
a corrupt flream as this has proved ? Cou’d there 
be no valid adminiftration of baptifin or the 
Lord’s fupper, nor any falutary effedt of preach¬ 
ing the gofpel, but by thole, who derived their 
ordination from fornicators, adulterers , magici¬ 
ans, murderers, and monfters in all kinds of 
•voickednefs ? Yet fuch have many of the popes 
been. And, which more evidently and more 
nearly affedts the dodtrine of the fucceffion; fuch 
have been great numbers of the bifhops, by whom 
the fucceffion has been immediately handed down 
from one generation to another} not excepting 
thole of our own nation. The abominable wicked- 
nels of their lives, particularly their lewdnefs, 
their infatiable covetoufnefs, and the rapacious 
ind cruel methods pradtifed for maintaining their 
greatnefs and their luxury, prov’d one means of 
■'■‘•■V haflening 
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hafteningthe reformation) as the corruptnefe 
of their do&rine proved another. For people of 
any fober thought cou’d no more believe, that 
jnen who were thus notorioufly wicked cou’d be 
the minijters of Cbriji, than that the corrupt do¬ 
ctrine of the church of Rome cou’d be the do- 
£trine of Cbriji. And indeed, how can any man 
believe, that ordination by fuch hands is eflential 
to the conftitution of Chrift’s church; or that 
the want of it fhould leave men to the uncove¬ 
nanted mercies of God ? Thanks to the wife 
and gracious founder of our religion, he hath not 
left us in fo deplorable a cafe: he hath not made 
his church to depend upon the fucceflion of. any 
order of men whatever j but upon the maintain¬ 
ing of that holy doCtrine, on which, as upon a 
rock, he himfelf built it. By virtue of this con¬ 
ftitution we had a right, and even a duty in¬ 
cumbent on us, to feparate from fo corrupt a 
church as that of Rome, even in cafe all the cler¬ 
gy had refolved to remain in that church, and 
not one had come over with the reformers, to 
ordain the reft. 

It is therefore exceedingly vain and trifling, in 
the author of the * Grounds of catb. doSt. to affirm, 

* that thofe only who can derive their lineage 

* from the apoftles, are the heirs of the apoftles; 

* and that confequendy they alone can claim a 

* right to the feriptures, to the adminiftration 

* of the facraments, or arty fhare in the paftorai 

* miniftry j that ’tis their proper inheritance, 
5 which they have received from the apoftles, and 

* the apoftles from Chrift.’ It is vain and trifling 
to , talk in this manner. But, which is much 

* PH *3. D 2 
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worfe for him; it is dangerous, and even perni¬ 
cious to his caufe. For hereby he diredtly ac¬ 
knowledges ; that * if he himfelf cannot derive 

* his own lineage from the apoftles, he is no 

* heir of the apoftles, and confequently can 

* claim no right to the fcriptures, to the admini- 
1 ftration of the facraments, or any (hare in the 

* paftoral miniftry.’ Let him therefore prove bis 
lineage from the apoftles; and give us the line of 
fucceflion, from the apoftles days to his own. 
He is obliged to do it, by affirming in the face 
of the world, that none are heirs of the apoftles\ 
butthofe who can derive their lineage from them. 
And he will do great fervice to his church, if he 
will oblige the world with that clear account of 
an uninterrupted fucceffion, which has never yet 
feen the light. But *tis vain to expert it. 

And ’tis as vain to quote * fcripture in fuch 1 
caufe. For whatever commiffion Chrift gave to 
his apoftles, to preach his gofpel and to adminifter 
his ordinances; and whatever affurance he gave, 
that be would be with them and their fucceffors /^ 
the end of the world: they only are herein the 
true fucceffors of the apoftles, who minifter the 
fame ordinances, and preach the fame doftrine 
which Chrift gave to the apoftles in commiffion; 
and not they who fiit>ftitute another doctrine 
and other ordinances in their room. Whatever 
affurance Chrift gave to his apoftles, that the 
Holy Ghoft, the Spirit of truth fhould abide with 
them for ever ; yet he never promifed that hi$ 
Spirit fhould abide with thofe, who refill and op- 
pofe him. And as to that paflage, John XX. 21: 

the 
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the crrcumftances of Chrift’s breathing upon the 
apoftles, and the extraordinary effedts which fol¬ 
lowed their preaching, Ihewed that the commit, 
lion then given them had fomething ipecial in it, 
relating perfonally to themfelves. And tho’ 
there is no doubt, that Chrift would have his 
gofpel preached to the end of the world; yet 
this argues nothing in favour of the church of 
Rome: whole doctrine is quite different from and 
even contrary to that of Jefus Chrift ; fo that no 
line of fucceffion, tho’ ever fo clear and uninter¬ 
rupted, can convey authority from Chrift or his 
apoftles, to preach fuch a dodtrine as theirs is. 
They are not therefore the heirs of the apoftles: 
for they have rejedled the apoftolical Jcriptures 
from being their inheritance , and chofen their 
own traditions. 

’Tis therefore vile lophiftry, under the name of 
the catholic church to infinuate, * that ‘ the 

* church of Rome , and that alone, had always 

* a vifible being in the world ever lince Chrift’s 

* time.’ Forbefides that there was no church 
at all in Rome for fome time after Chrift’s afcen- 
fion: there was neither at Rome, nor in any other 
part of the world, for many ages after Chrift, 
any fuch church as the prelent church of Rome, 
either in relpedt of doarine, or difcipline, or 
worlhip. 

And whereas 'tis affirm’d, -f* that * the pro- 

* teftant church came into the world lince the 

* year 1500$ and that they who came 1500 

* years after Chrift came 1500 years too late to 
« be the religion or church of Chrift:’ ’tis fuffi- 

cient 


' • Ground* of cath. doft.pag. 14.' 
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cient to anfwer: that the proteftant do&rine is 
the very dodtrine of the new teftament; and con- 
fequently did not come into the world fince 1500, 
but is as old as the books of the new teftament: 
that the corrupt doftrines of the church of 
Rome are innovations crept in by degrees: that 
what the proteftants did fince 1500 was the de¬ 
claring and protefting againft thole innovations, 
and laying nold on the opportunity, which the 
good providence of God prefented, for reicuing 
themfelves from the tyranny of a church, 
which had held them and their fathers in ban¬ 
dage ; and that whereas many good cjiriftians 
had for a long time before complain’d of the 
corruptions of the Romijh church, and lome had 
fuffered martyrdom for oppofing them; the not 
being in a condition to protect themlelves in the 
poffeflion of a pure doctrine ’till about the year 
■j 500, proves po more, than that God, in the wif- 
dom of his providence, fuffered a corrupt church 
to opprefs them till that time. But the proof 
of what is really the religion or church of thrift 
mull be taken from thofe holy feriptures, which 
contain that religion, and delcribe that church. 
And proteftants chearfully fubmit the whole 
caufe to that decifion. 

My only reafon, for this introduction to pop© 
Pius's articles is, as I before obierved, their conne¬ 
xion with-that article of the Nicene Creed, which 
might make an unwary reader reverence them as 
articles- of the one , holy, catholic , and Mpoftolic 
church , to which they have really no relation. I 
now. come to. the articles themfelyes. 

The firll of them is exprefied in the following 
words. I. Ido 
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I. 


I. I do mofi firmly admit and embrace 
apofiolical and ecclefiaftical traditions , 
and the reft of the obfervances and con¬ 
futations of the fame church . 

By [the fame church ] is meant the one, holy , 
catholic , and afiofiolic churchy mentioned juft 
before, in the Nicene creed: which characters, 
as we have feen, the church of Rome falfely 
afcribes and confines to herfelf. Ecclefiaftical 
traditions , and the reft of the obfervances and 
confiitutions of this churchy are here put upon 
th<5 feme foot with apofiolical traditions j and, 
according to the tenor of this article, are to 
be received and entertained with the fame 
firmnefs. And indeed the church of Rome might 
as well have Called all her own traditions and con- 
ftitutions apofiolical, as fome of thofe which fhe 
does call fo. Now the embracing of all thefe, 
without exception, is, according to the conclu¬ 
sion of this creed, made necejfary to tht falvation 
of every private chriftian: for it is there declared 
concerning the whole Creed, that without this 
faith no man can be faved. 

But how monftrous is the abfurdity, as 
'well as the Wickednefe, of fbch an impoli- 
tiori! How is it poffible, that every indivi¬ 
dual of the common people fhould mofi firm¬ 
ly admit and embrace all thofe things, which 
this creed calls apofiolical and ecclefiafiical tra- 
ditionsy and the refi of the obfervances and confli- 

tutions 
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tutionsof the church; when, in order to do this, 
they muft every one of them be acquainted with 
all ecclefiaftical hiftory, and with all the oral as 
well as written traditions j and muff, in order to 
the firm admijfion of them, have examin’d and 
approv’d them ? And even in cafe every private 
chriftian had the opportunity of being acquainted 
with all the traditions and obfervances and confii- 
tutions of the church: yet how can he with a good 
confcience firmly admit and embrace them, without 
a full fatisfa&ion, that all of them are the very 
mind of God? And how fhall their being delivered 
and decreed by a number of fallible men be able 
to fatisfy any man’s confcience, that all thefe 
things are really the mind of God, and that the 
embracing them is necejfary to falvation ? A ter¬ 
rible ftumbling-block this, at the very entrance! 
But over it you muft get: otherwile the whole 
creed fignifies nothing. Implicit faith is the firft 
diftinguilhing character of a tme Romanifi. If 
you offer to examine, even into thofe conftitu- 
tions which are of the moft (hocking nature, of 
which there is plenty in the church of Rome j you 
are by that very means brought into the dange¬ 
rous fufpicion of herefy. The traditions of the 
church muft be received with the fame reverence 
and pious affeftion , as the holy feriptures them - 
fives. So the council of Trent exprefsly declares 
they receive them: * SeJJ'. IV. deer, de can. Scr, 
And fo muft the people too: or el(e they arc by 
the fame council, and almoft in the fame breath, 
declared accurfed. 


* Pari pfetath afiefta ac reverential 
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But Chrift has taught us quite another do- 
dtrine. He taught his difciples not to depend 
upon the tradition of the elders ; but to follow the 
command of God in oppofition to it. He charged 
the Scribes and Pharijees with making the com - 
mandment of God cf no ejfeft by their tradition : 
and iignified, that in vain they worfhiped God\ 
while they taught for doblrines the commandments 
of men: Matt. XV. 6, 9. By their traditions., 
pretended to be delivered by Mofes, but not com¬ 
mitted to writing, they eluded, and even oppo-* 
led, the plain written commands of God. And 
in like manner does the church of Rome, by its 
pretended apoflolical traditions, of which the 
apoftles themfelves knew nothing at all, and by 
their own authoritative new confutations , make 
void the plain dodtrines of Chrift in the hew 
teftament. 

They pretend, that Ibme confiderable and im¬ 
portant parts of the mind of Chrift, with re¬ 
gard to our faith and practice, were left out of 
all the writings of the new teftament, to be 
conveyed by tradition ; and that their church is 
in pofleffion of all thofe traditions: and accor¬ 
dingly they produce what traditions they pleafe, • 
juft as the exigences of their church require 3 and' 
infill upon our receiving and complying with, 
them. But this we cannot do, without calling con¬ 
tempt upon that written word, which is -in itfelr 
a perfedt rule, and fufficient for our guidance; 
and throwing ourfelves into the utmoft danger of 
lofing and adtlng contrary to that perfedt rule 
which we' have already, under the pretence of 
fupplying its defedts. 

E The 
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The fcheme of the gofpel, as it ftands in the 
new teftament, fo fully anfwers all the ends that 
can be defired, for reftoring lapfed mankind; 
propofes meafures for that purpofe fo perfectly 
fuited to their neceffities and to the divine perfe¬ 
ctions j contains fo copious an account of what 
is required of a chriftian; and is attended with 
fuch well-grounded aflurances of happinefs to 
thofe who duly regard it, as well as clear proofs 
of its coming from God: that we have abundant 
reafon to believe, that the whole of the faith once 
delivered to the faints is contained in the books of 
the new teftament; and that no one thing ef- 
fential to a chriftian’s character, or neceflary to 
his happinefs, is wanting therein. On the fame 
accounts therefore we have reafon to believe, that 
Chrift chofe in this manner to convey to fucceeding 
generations the certain kuowledge of that do¬ 
ctrine of his, which he would have to be the 
rule of their faith and practice. Nor indeed is it 
confiftent with that tender concern, which the 
books of the new teftament fhew Chrift had for. 
our welfare, or with the wifdom which fhines 
thro’ the whole fcheme of doCkrine thofe books 
contain; that he fhould choofe to leave any thing * 
of moment to be conveyed by fuch an uncertain 
precarious way as oral tradition. 

It is evident, from the books of the new te¬ 
ftament, that the gofpel of Chrift was cal¬ 
culated for all fucceeding generations, as well as 
for that one in which he himfelf lived; and that 
it was his mind it fhould be conveyed to future 
ages. We have reafon therefore to believe, he 

would 
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would take care, that the authentic doctrine, 
which his immediate followers received from him, 
Ihould in all its eflential parts be conveyed with 
certainty. Accordingly we find, that two of 
the apoftles, Matthew and John, employed them- 
felves in writing an account of the life and do¬ 
ctrine and death and refurreCtien of Chrift their 
mailer; not contenting themfelves merely with 
preaching in his r^ame. The fame was done by 
Mark and Luke, who were not apoftles. And 
Luke in particular allures us, that the view he had 
in writing was, that the certainty of thofe things 
wherein chriftians bad been injlruBed might there¬ 
by be made kivnvn; that chriftians might know 
the certainty of thofe things which were moji Jurely 
believed in the primitive age: Luke I. i——4. 
It was manifeftly with the fame view, that John 
wrote his goipel. For thus he himfelf declares, 
towards the latter end of it: ch. XX. ver. 
30 , 31 . Many other figns truly did Jefus in the 
frejence of his difciples, which are not written in 
this book : but thefe are written , that ye might be¬ 
lieve that Jefus is the Chrijl the Son of God\ and 
that believing be might heve life through his name. 
The ample provifion made by other new tefta- 
ment writers in their epiftles, for explaining fome 
doCtrines of chriftainity, which could not fully 
be underftood during Chrift’s life, fufficiently 
Ihews, that they were directed by the good Spi¬ 
rit of God to employ themfelves in that way. 
And the clearnefs with which they have fet forth 
thofe doCtrines is a good proof of the fulfilment of 
the promile of Chrift, wherein he afliired his 
JE 2 apoftles. 
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apoftles, a little before he left them, that the 
Comforter , the Holy Ghojl, ’whom the Father 
•would fend in his name , jhould teach them all 
things , and bring all things to their remembrance t 
•whatjcever he had faid to them: John XIV. 26,' 

Now it was of great importance, that fome 
of thefe perfbns, thus infallibly guided, fhould 
commit to writing the fubftance of the chri- 
ftian dodrine, and the fads to which it appeals 
as teftimonies of its divine original. For not- 
withftanding the wonderful efficacy of preaching 
the gofpel in the primitive age, by perfons thus 
affifted, and attended with miraculous powers; 
jf God in the wifdom of his providence did not 
think fit to continue thefe miraculous powers in 
all generations, as it does not appear he did •, and 
if in this flate of the cafe there had been no writ- 
ten rule provided; there muft have been the ut- 
moft danger of lofing the true dodrine of chri- 
ftianity, by reafon of the great uncertainties tQ 
which oral tradition is neceflarily liable. 

But it will be faid concerning fome traditions, 
that they are not meerly oral, but taken from 
very ancient writings, near the time of the apor- 
files, tho’ not contain’d in the books of the new 
teftament. Now a flagrant inftance of the un¬ 
certainty even of thefe traditions is that of fet¬ 
tling the time for celebrating Eajler: and with 
that I fhall content myfelf, infiead of entring 
into a larger account. According to * Eu/ebius, 
this controverfy was as ancient as Polycarp’ s 
time j who is faid to have been a hearer and difi 
ciple of the apoftle John. He, and with him 

the 

* Hill. eccl. lib. V. cap. 26. edit. R. Steph. 1544. 
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the,churches of AJia obferved Eajler, as the Jews 
did their paffover, on the fourteenth day of the 
moon: while Anicetus bifhop of Rome, with 
the weflern churches, kept it always on the firft 
day of the week. The controverfy lafted many 
agesj both fides claiming apojiolical tradition j 
the one declaring they derived it from St. John, 
the other from St. Peter. And the conlequence 
was j that in the end of the fecond century, Vi- 
Bor biihop of Rome excommunicated all the 
churches of AJia, and cut them off at one ftroke. 
Yet the controverfy was not ended, till in the 
fourth century the -Nicene council, by the meer 
force of numbers, decided it in favour of the wejiern 
churches. And then what became of the apo- 
Jlolical tradition , derived from St. John, and fol¬ 
lowed for lo many generations by the churches in 
AJiaf 

But the Romanijis inlift, that we are indebted 
to tradition for one conliderable reafon why we 
receive thofe very Scriptures, which are the rule of 
our faith. Be it fo: yet this will never help the 
caufe of their traditions. For belides that the 
tradition, upon which we receive the books of the 
new teftament, is vaftly different from that upon 
which their unfcriptural dodtrines and practices are 
grounded; it is to the books themfelves that wc 
are indebted for the certainty of the things they 
contain, and not to the tradition which allures 
us that they were written by the immediate fol¬ 
lowers of Chrift. The tradition, upon the cre¬ 
dit whereof we receive the books of the new te¬ 
ftament, is not that of a particular perlon or 
phurch, concerning a thing faid to have been be- 

lieved 
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lieved or pradtifed a great while before any writ¬ 
ten account was given of it: but it is the con¬ 
curring acknowledgment both of friends and 
enemies of chriftianity, in different parts of the 
world, and in feveral fucceeding ages, that thofe 
books were written by the perfons to whom they 
are afcribed j and more especially a ftrong con¬ 
curring evidence, from many hands in the early 
ages of the church, that thofe books were con- 
llantly read in the affemblies of chriftians, as the 
rule of their religion, and that the dodtrine con¬ 
tained in them was known and oppofed by its 
enemies, as the dodtrine of Jefus Chrift. 

But tho’ this tradition is fufficient to affure us, 
that the books of the new teftament were the 
genuine writings of Chrift’s immediate followers, 
and acknowledged by the primitive chriftians as 
fuch: ftill the grand queftion is, whether not- 
withftanding this tradition, we are not indebted 
to the books themfelves for the certainty of the 
things they contain ; or whether the things con¬ 
tained in thofe books could have been conveyed 
with certainty , down to our times, by the means 
of oral tradition. 

If we can make any judgment in this cafe from 
what we fee in other inftancesj all certainty 
muft have been loft long before this time j and, 
for want of a written word, it would have been 
in the power of priefts to have trump’d up what¬ 
ever they pleafed, for a divine tradition, as we 
fee they do at this day, where the written word 
is kept from the people. We fee that a fingle 
narrative or relation of a fadt, tho’ attended 
with but few circumftances, in a few weeks 

fuffers 
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fuffers great alterations, in being carried about 
only by word of mouth. How great would be 
the alteration at the end of two or three agesj if 
the matter was not by that time quite forgotten ? 
How much greater variation then, (I am ipeak- 
ing of the ordinary courfe of things) how much 
greater variation, I fay, mull fo large a narra¬ 
tion, as that of the whole evangelical hiftory, 
and fuch a fyftem of dodtrine, as that delivered 
by Chrift and his apoftles, have fuffered, if it had 
not been committed to writing ? And what ne- 
ceflity was there of a ftanding miracle in favour 
of oral tradition, when a written word would 
anfwer all the purpofes we could defire ? 

The dodtrine of the new teftament is of a large 
compafs. The preceptive dodtrine itfelf is very 
copious. And there is fo much of moment in 
the hiftory of Chrift, for fatisfying us that he 
came from God to deliver thofe precepts, and to 
enforce them with thofe motives which make up 
another part of his dodtrine j fo much of mo¬ 
ment in writing down the period of time 
wherein he appeared, and in naming places and 
perfons, known to agree with the hiftory of that 
time; fo much of moment in the circumftances 
of his birth, and manner of life, the miracles he 
performed, the prophecies to which he appealed, 
the predictions he himfelf delivered, the death he 
fuffered, his riling from that death, and fending 
down the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft up¬ 
on his immediate followers: that the dodtrine 
itfelf, notwithftanding all his declarations of the 
importance of receiving it, would in the courfe 
of a few ages have had very little regard paid to 
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it, if there had been no fuch circumftanceS to at¬ 
tend it. And now will any man pretend, that 
all thefe could in any tolerable meafure, accord¬ 
ing to the ordinary courfe of things, have been 
preferred by tradition , fo as to gain any degree of 
credit, 500 or 1000 years after the things were 
faid to be tranfadted ? He mull have a judgment 
very different from that of mankind in general, 
who can believe it. And if the fabftance of 
Chrift’s dodtrine, together with the hiftorical 
fadts which fapport it, would in all probabi¬ 
lity have been loft, without a written word to 
convey the true account of them: what credit 
can we rationally give to thofe fuppofed traditions 
of the apojiles , which were not committed to 
writing ? or what reafon have we to believe it was 
ever defigned by the apoftles that fuch traditions 
fhould be preferved, which were not by them- 
felves committed to writing, as the main dodtrine 
and the hiftorical fadts were ? 

It is further to be noted, that the tradition 
above deferibed is not the only reafon why we 
receive the books of the new teftament. For 
the intrinfic goodnefs of the moral dodtrine con¬ 
tained in thofe books fpeaks for itfelf. And as 
to thofe things, which are peculiar to chriftiani- 
ty : they are fo far from being inconfiftent with 
that reafon and judgment, which teach us to 
fabmit to whatever upon good evidence appears 
to have the ftamp of divine authority; that they 
approve themfelves- to a ferious mind, as being 
well failed to the condition of thofe to whom 
the gofpel is offered. But the tiadilions of the 
Romijh church, befides that they are defedtive in 

external 
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external evidence, are many of them plainly in- 
confiftent with and contrary to the written word, 
and even to common fenfe; fo far are they de- 
ftitute of any fufficient teftimony, that ever they 
were taught by Chrift or his apoftles. If any 
of them can be proved from feripture j then 
they ought not to be mentioned in contradiction 
to it. But the greateft part of them have no pre¬ 
tence this way : being not only unworthy of the 
apoftles, but manifestly inconfiftent with their 
acknowledged doCtrine, contained in their wri¬ 
tings, and with the doCtrine of Chrift, their 
Lord and ours. 

To fet thefe therefore, as the church of Rome 
does, upon an equal foot with the holy ferip- 
tures, is not only to weaken the faith of chri- 
ftians, but the ready way to deftroy it j by 
drawing off their minds from a due regard to 
that compleat fcheme of found dottrine , which 
is a fure rule for their conduCt, into an endlefs 
maze of uncertainty at the beft, and a con- 
ftant danger of more and more pernicious errors. 
And what can be the confequence of this, efpe- 
cially when the ufe of the feriptures is denied 
to the people; but that the people muft entirely 
depend on the prieft, and receive from his mouth 
whatever he is pleafed to call either feripture ox tra¬ 
dition ? By thefe means the feripture itfelf is in 
efFeCt only parcelled out to the people by oral 
tradition. It is at this rate to very little purpofe 
that the word of Chrift is conveyed to the pre- 
fent age in writing. It can be of no effect to 
thofe who truft in traditions, as delivered to them 
by their priefts. For *tis only the prieft’s telling 
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a man, that fuch is the tradition of the church: 
and then, let the thing Be ever fo contrary to 
fcripture, he mull comply. 

This is the natural tendency of putting tradi¬ 
tions upon an equal foot with fcripture . And 
in the church of Rome, where this is pradtifed, 
the event anfwers to it. The holy fcriptures are 
hereby loll to the common people: loft, to all the 
excellent purpofes for which they were deligned. 
The people’s whole religion is locked up in the 
breaft of the priell: he thinks it more for his pur- 
pofe to deal in traditions, than in the written 
word: and hence comes that prodigious igno¬ 
rance in matters of religion, which reigns among 
the common people; and from which, while 
this continues to be their condition, there is no 
hope of reftoring them. 

I cannot leave this article without taking fome 
notice of a text or two of fcripture, upon which 
the * papifts lay a great ftrefs in favour of tradi¬ 
tion. 1 TheJJ'. II. 15. ‘Therefore , brethren, Jiand 
fajl , and hold the traditions which ye have been 
taught, whether by word or our epijile. And ch. 
III. ver. 6. We command you, brethren, in the 
name of our Lord Jefus Cbrift, that ye withdraw 
yourfelves from every brother that walketh difor- 
derly, and not after the tradition which he re¬ 
ceived of us: To the fame purpofe they quote 
1 Cor. XI. 2. 2 'Tim. I. 13. II. 2. III. 14. 
But concerning thefe, and all others of like kind, 
it is fufficient to fay in one word: that they ma- 
hifellly relate to what thefe chriftians, and the 
evangelill Timothy in particular, had with their 

own 

* * See Grounds of cath. dott. f>ag. 17, 18. 
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own ears heard from an infpired apoftle, and fo 
were in no danger of forgetting; which cafe is 
intirely different from that of traditions, handed 
down by word of mouth from one generation to 
another, by perfons not infpired. So that there 
is not the leaft refemblance between the tradi¬ 
tions here fpoken of, and thofe of the church of 
Rome. 

The fecond article of pope Pius's creed is 
this. 


II. I do admit the holy fcripture in 
the fame fenfe , which holy mother church 
hath held and doth hold\ whofe bufnefs 
it is to judge of the true fenfe and inter¬ 
pretation of the holy fcriptures : nor will 
I ever receive or interpret them other- 
wife than according to the unanimous 
confent of the Fathers. 

From the tenor of this article it appears, that 
the fcripture in general is accounted fo obfcure, 
even in things of greateft importance, that the 
common people muft by no means be allowed 
to take their own fenfe of it, but muft have re- 
courfe to the interpretation of the church. But 
this is quite contrary to the tenor of Chrift’s do- 
dfcrine: who exhorted, and even charged and com¬ 
manded the common people, to J'earcb the fcrip- 

F 2 tures t 
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tures, in which they thought they had eternal life: 
and gave this reafon for it; becauje thofe icrip>- 
tures tejlified of him. John V. 39. Now this 
exhortation, and this reafon for it, he could 
never have given, if he had thought it out of the 
power of the common people, by diligent Jearch 
to underftand the fcriptures, or to fee that they 
did indeed tefify of him. And further: if we 
will believe an apoftle of Chrift, theferipture is 
able to make us wife unto falvation, through faith 
in Chrift Jefus ; being given by infpiration of God, 
for this very purpofe, that it may be profitable for 
dodtrine, for reproof , for corredlion, for inftru- 
dlion in righteoujnefs that the man of God may be 
perfedl, thoroughly furnifhed unto good works. 
2 Tim III. 15, 16, 17. Now thefe ends it is 
impoffible the feripture fliould ever anfwer, if it 
be fo very obfeure in thole things upon which 
falvation depends, that a lincere enquirer, of an 
ordinary capacity, could not be able to under¬ 
ftand it, or would, for want of the church’s 
help, be in danger of perverting it to his ruin. 
They were not, it feems, fo difficult, but that 
Timothy had known them from a child: even thofe 
very fcriptures , which, in the next words, 
St. Paul tells him were able to make him wife unto 
falvation. And yet it does not appear, that in 
his childhood he had any other teachers, than his 
grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice. 

But the Romanifts pretend to prove, from ferip¬ 
ture itfelf, •f’ that 1 the feripture is not clear and 
* plain in all things neceflary j that is to fay, in 
‘ all fuch points wherein our falvation is fo far 

* concerned 

f Grounds of cath. dodl. pag. 15. 
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‘ concerned, that the mifunderftanding and mif- 

* interpreting of it may endanger our eternal 

* welfare.’ They quote for that purpofe St. Pe¬ 
ter’s words, 2 Pet. III. 16. that in St. Paul’* epi- 

„ files there are fome things hard to be underjlood , 
i which they who are unlearned and unjlable wreft, 
as they do alfo the other fcriptures , unto their own 
deJlruSlion. 

Now in anfwer hereto it is evident, that the 
things bard to be underjlood , whether in St. Paul’* 
epiftles, or in the other fcriptures , could not be 
the things neceflary to falvation: for they mull 
be plain; or elfe they cannot anfwer the end, 
which St. Paul himfelf declares they are able to 
anfwer, and for which they were manifeftly given; 
which is, to make us wife unto falvation , 2 Tim. 
III. 15, 16. But when men will leave thole 
things which are plain and of neceflary ufe, and 
will lay a ftrels upon thole which are really hard 
and myftcriousj of which kind there are un¬ 
doubtedly fome things in St. Paul’s writings; 
when right or wrong they will needs make thefe 
to ferve their own fehemes and defigns: they are 
then by the righteous judgment of God permitted 
to run into fuch labyrinths of error, as endanger 
their falvation. And thefe are the unlearned and 
unjlable men the apoftle fpeaks of. ’Tis plain he 
does not mean that kind of learning, which relates 
to languages and arts; but to ftability in religion. 
Such were fome in the apollles days: who had 
learned chriftianity to fo little purpofe, and were 
fo far from being well eftablifhed in it, that they 
wou’d be of any fide to avoid perfecution ; and 
yet made mighty pretenfions to extraordinary 

knowledge 
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knowledge in the fecrets of the Almighty. Were 
it not for their injlability and corrupt biais, even 
the hard paflages of fcripture would not have been 
perverted, or mifinterpreted to their own damage; 
but, with the help of time and diligence, impro¬ 
ved to fome ufeful purpofe. It was their own 
corrupt difpofition, that hindered their learning, 
and rendred them unftable. And yet even thefe 
unlearned and unftable men are neither by this nor 
any other text forbidden the ufe of fcripture j or 
referr’d to tradition as a plainer and fafer rale; or 
directed to authoritative interpreters. Nor will 
their abufing and perverting fome difficult parts of 
fcripture ever prove; that all fcripture ihould be 
kept from the people; or that tradition is to be 
depended on inftead of it; or that the fenfe of 
mother church ffiould be fetch’d from an autho¬ 
ritative interpreter. The very contrary is the true 
inference. That is to fay: if fome men, through 
the inftability and corrupt biafs of their minds, 
pervert Ibme parts of fcripture to their own da¬ 
mage ; we ought with fincere minds to ftudy the 
whole, and improve the knowledge we gain to 
the beft and moll ufeful purpofcs. 

In like manner * the Romanijls pervert that 
other faying of the fame apoftle, 2 Pet. I. 20. 
that no prophecy of the fcripture is of any private 
interpretation. For the apoftle himfelf, in the 
very next words, (hews that hereby he only 
means, that prophecy came not from the prophet’s 
own fuggeftion, but from the infpiration of God. 
Ver. 21. For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man ; but holy men of God Jftake as 

they 
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they were moved by the holy Gboji. It is plain there¬ 
fore, that the apoftle had no thought of forbid¬ 
ding or difcouraging private perfons from inter¬ 
preting fcripture for themfelves: but rather would 
excite all chriftians to ftudy the fcriptures, and 
particularly the prophetical, as the fubje£l he was 
treating of led him; becaufe the prophets fpoke, 
not by their own impulle, but that of the Spirit 
of God. 

But it is farther pretended, * that * Chrift has 

* left his church, and her pallors and teachers, 

* to be our guides in all controverlies relating to 

* religion, and confequently in the underftanding 

* of holy writ.’ And for this purpofe the author 
of the Grounds , &c. produces a paflage, which 
does not at all relate to the interpreting of holy 
writ, but only to the inlpired teaching and teach¬ 
ers of Chrift’s do&xine in the primitive times. 
’Tis in Eph. IV. 11—15. Concerning which I 
(hall only obferve; that the pajiors and teachers 
there Ipoken of, were the infpired pajiors and 
teachers of thofe primitive times. For they, as 
well as the apojiles and prophets and evangelijls, 
are mention’d by the apoftle as gifts, given by 
our Lord, when he afcended into heaven. And 
concerning the fame infpired teachers, particular¬ 
ly the apojiles, are thofe words of St. John to be 
underftood, which are by this author moll pre- 
lumptuoully applied to the pallors and teachers 
of the prefent times: 1 Job. IV. 6. He that 
knoweth God, heareth us: by this we know the Jpi- 
rit of truth , and the Jpirit of error. Let them, 
who wou’d fet up any teachers at this day with 
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this authority, firft prove, that they are infpired 
with the fame divine, infallible Spirit. 

This the Romanijls cannot pretend to do. And 
yet you fee by this article, they are refolved that 
the church, and not the fcriptures, fhall be the 
foundation of a chriftian’s faith. And therefore 
the eftablifhing of this article is doing the very 
thing, which our blefled Lord charges upon the 
Scribes and Pharifees , Mat. XV. 9. making the 
commandment of God of no ejfett by their traditi¬ 
ons. For let it be ever fo certain, that the fcrip¬ 
tures are the word of God, and defign’d by him 
to be the rule of our faith and practice : yet you 
fhall never be the better for that, becaufe you are 
obliged to take them in that fenfe, not which you 
yourfelf fee they contain, but which the church 
fhall be pleas’d to impofe upon you; that is, in. „ 
fhort, what the priefts fhall think fit to decree. 
For after all their folemn talk of mother church , 
and of antiquity , unity, univerfality, and the 
like, as marks of the true church, in all which 
points the truth is really againft them j it is noto¬ 
rious, that what the church of Rome requires you 
to obey is the decrees of her priefts. Thefe make 
themfelves the very church . And you do by this 
article abfolutely profefs faith in the church: and 
declare, as the * fynod of Trent does, that it is her 
bufnefs and right to judge concerning the true ferfe 
of J'cripture. The confequence whereof, as this 
decree is form’d in a diredt oppofition to private 
judgment, is, that your own judgment about the 
meaning and intent of God’s word ftands for no¬ 
thing: in which, cafe the word itfelf is of no ef- . 
fedi to you. 

* Seff. IV. deer, de can. feript. 
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But how contradictory are thefe things to the 
common fenfe of mankind ? If there is a revela¬ 
tion given from heaven for our guidance in the 
way thither; and if this revelation declares, that 
according to our reception of it, and by the rules 
contained in it, we (hall be judged at the laft day; 
and if we mull every one be judged for himfelf, 
as it is certain we mull: then it is of the highell 
importance, tbat we judge every one for himlelf 
concerning the mind of God contain’d in fcrip- 
ture, and not fuller the church, or any body of 
men in the world, to judge for us. But then the 
Romijh church would be utterly ruined,* and 
therefore it is no wonder that they lay it for a 
fundamental article, that private judgment is by 
no means to be allowed. 

But let us look a little farther into the mon- 
ilrous abliirdity of this article, confidered as 
bound upon the confciences of the common peo¬ 
ple. Every one of them is hereby obliged to re¬ 
ceive the holy fcripture in the fame fenfe which ho¬ 
ly mother church hath held and doth hold: and the 
conclufion of the creed tells you, that without 
this you cannot be Javed. And did pope Pius 
really believe, that it was in the power of every 
private chrillian to know what fenfe mother 
church always had, and has at this day, con¬ 
cerning the feveral parts of fcripture; or that be¬ 
lief mull or can be lufpended by every private 
chrillian, till he comes to be acquainted with this 
fame fenfe of holy mother church f Has that which 
he calls holy mother church always and in all 
points believed and profeUed the lame things ? 
Has there not been a great, diverfity of fenti-. 

G merits 
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ments in the church concerning fome pafiages of 
fcripture? And is not fuch diverfity very confi¬ 
dent with a found faith, and a chriftian life ? 
But on which fide foever the truth is; how (hall 
a private chriftian, not train’d up to literature, 
but engaged in conftant bufinefs for his neceflary 
fupport; how, I fay, (hall fuch a one be able to 
know what have been the fentiments of the 
church in all paft ages ? How (hall he fearch in¬ 
to all ecclefiaftical antiquity, and judge concern¬ 
ing it ? And indeed, if he could} to what pur- 
pofe would it be, with regard to his own mod 
important interefts ? 

It is plain, that fuch a perfon cannot himfelf 
form the judgment, which by this article he is 
obliged to make. It is therefore as plain, that 
he is to take the prieft’s word for it. What the 
the prieft tells him is and always has been the fenj'i 
of the church , he mu ft be obliged to believe. 
Yet even here he will be in a miferable (late of 
uncertainty} becaufe the priefts themfelves, and 
the greateft dodtors of their church, differ among 
themfelves, about the interpretation of fcripture. 
And therefore there is no way of coming at a 
folid fatisfadtion, but the true proteftant way, of 
getting the beft helps we can, and then judging 
for our felves. 

I (hall only juft obferve, concerning the latter 
part of this article, wherein the private chriftian 
promifes never to interpret fcripture otherwife 
than according to the unanimous confent of the fa¬ 
thers } that the neceflary confequence is, he mu ft 
never interpret the fcripture at all, or take it in 
any fenfe whatever. For it is certain, from the 

writings 
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writings of the fathers, that there was no fuch 
thing as a unanimous confent among them; that 
in the fame age fome differed from others, as well 
as that one generation produced fentiments con¬ 
trary to thofe of former ages: and not only fo ; 
but that the fathers differ’d from themfelves, juft 
as men in the prefen t age are known to do. 
What becomes then of this unanimous confent of 
the fathers? or what bufinefs has any chriflian 
to make it an article of his faith ? Gut fo the 
church of Rome has by the mouth of pope Pius 
decreed: and herein has evidently taught for do- 
Brines the commandments of men. 

The third article is as follows. 


III. I do profefs and believe: that 
there are truly and properly feven facra- 
ments of the new law , injlituted by Je-' 
fus Chri/ly and necejfary to the falva- 
tion of mankind , thd not all of them 
necejfary to every one ; that is to fay , 
baptifm , confirmation , the eucharijl y 
penance , extreme unElion y orders , a?id 
matrimony: and that they confer grace : 
and that among thefe y baptifm and or - 
ders cannot be reiterated without facri- 
lege . I do likewife receive and admit 

the received and approved rites of the 
G 2 catholic 
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catholic church in the folemn adminifira- 
tion of all the aforefaid facraments. 

This article introduces a trifling difpute about 
the number of Jacraments j trifling in this re- 
fpe<£t, becaufe it is about the meaning of a word, 
which is never once in the whole new teftament 
ufed in that fenfe, to which it is here applied. 
But befides this, the article is full fraught with 
errors: and ends, like the two preceding, with 
a blind, implicit faith in the church; admitting 
and receiving all the received rites of the churchy 
be they ever fo inconfiftent with the written 
commands of the great legiflator. 

With regard to thefe rites of adminiJlration t I 
cannot forbear obferving, how much the church 
of Rome has darkened the plain inftitutions of 
Chrift by fuperftitious additions of her own. 
Particularly, the ordinance of baptifm, which in 
its naked fimplicity clearly holds forth the de- 
figns for which it was appointed, is moft mife- 
rably defaced and abufed by the exorcifms, or 
driving out of devils, the breathings, the impo- 
litions of hands, the fait, the oil, the incenfe, 
the lpittle, and a great number of other addi¬ 
tions, to which the Roman ritual directs, but 
which have no footftep in Chrift’s own inftitu- 
tion. In the eucharift they have added the ido¬ 
latrous adoration of the hoft: not to mention 
the luftrations of the people, the variety of the 
prieft’s garments according to different feafons, 
the frequent joinings of his hands, croflings of 
his breaft, kneelings, turnings of his whole bo- 
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dy, lighting of candles in broad day-light, cere¬ 
monies at uncovering and covering the pyxis, fe- 
paration of priefts and people in communicating, 
ferving the priefts always firft, and many more 
particulars, which might be mention’d. Innu¬ 
merable almoft are the ceremonies, with which 
the church of Rome has darkened and difguifed 
thefe two plain inftitutions of Chrift. No won¬ 
der therefore, that they are fo ceremonious in 
other points. No wonder, that their own facra- 
ment of penance, which you are to take for the 
whole procefs of Chrift’s dodtrine of repentance, 
requires the fervile kneeling to the prieft, in con- 
fefiion and abfolution j and the endlefs fuperfti- 
tions of obeying his commands, arbitrarily en¬ 
joined as fatisfadtions for fin. Nor is there any 
room to wonder at the tirefbme, unfeafbnable ce¬ 
remonies ufed in extreme undtion, about a poof 
dying creature, who wants all the comfort his 
friends can give him: or at the magnificence of 
their facrament of orders, in fetting one frail 
mortal apart to minifter in holy things to others, 
fo vaftly different from the fimplicity of the pri¬ 
mitive times. To fay nothing of the other R &- 
mijh facraments: thefe things, one would think, 
fhould be enough with thofe who have ever ftu- 
died their bible, to convince them, that popery 
is fomething very different from chriftianity. For 
if they are the fame thing j why does popery fb 
much abound in rituals, and lay fuch a ftrefs 
upon them ? why arc not papifts content with 
Chrift’s own directions, which in the ritual kind 
are very few ? why will they ordain fo many 
rites and ceremonies of thek own? and why 

efpecially 
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cfpecially will they bind them all upon the con- 
fciences of people, as of necejfity to falvationt 
Yet this is the very cafe of this article’s enjoin¬ 
ing the reception of the approved rites of the 
church, compared with the cone lu lion of the 
creed, where the whole is declared to be of fuch 
importance, that without it no man can be faved. 
But the fame thing is more fully and clearly ex- 
prefled by the council of 'Trent : which dire&ly 
pronounces * anathema upon any man who Jhall 
fay, that the received and approved rites of the ca¬ 
tholic church, accujlomed to be pra&ijed in the Jo- 
lemn adminiftration of the J'acraments, may either 
be contemned, or without fin omitted by the mini- 
fiers: and every one knows, that by the catholic 
church they mean their own. 

Concerning the facraments themfelves, this ar¬ 
ticle roundly affirms, that Jefus Chrijl has injli- 
tutedJ'even, as necejfary to the falvation of man¬ 
kind: and the -j- council of Trent pronounces ac- 
curfed all thofe, who Jhallfay, that Chrifl injlitu- 
ted more or lej's than J'even. But how (hall we 
come to know that Chrift has inftituted foch a 
number of facraments; and which they are? 
Where is the inftitution ? In what part of the 
new teftament is it to be found ? Proteftants in 
general are fo unhappy, that they are not able to 
find it. But befides: if any thing like an infti¬ 
tution could be found out for all thefe feyen fa¬ 
craments ; where is the promife, by virtue of 
which they confer grace l And further j where 
and when did our Lord make them all necejfary 

to 

* SefT. VII. de facram. can. 13., 

f SdT. VII. de fccram. can. *. 
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to the falvationof mankind? Their laving claufe 
will not help them in this cafe; wherein they 
fay, that thej'e J'acraments are not all Jtecejfary to 
every one. For there may be cafes, wherein, 
according to the exprefs tenor of the gofpel 
conllitution, and the declaration of Chrift him¬ 
self, not one of them lhall be necejfary to J'alva- 
tion: for example, when a man is convinced of 
the truth of the chriftian do&rine, and with 
his very heart and foul embraces it, but has not 
by the providence of God an opportunity for 
having any one of thefe ordinances admin iftred 
to him. Such was the cafe of the thief on the 
erofs : who, according to the acknowledgment 
of Chrift himfelf, became a hearty believer in 
him juft before his death, and had the promife of 
entring •with him that day into faradije. This 
indeed is no ground of encouragement for de- 
fpifing or neglecting any inllitution, which really 
has the llamp of Cbrift’s authority, when the 
good providence of God allows opportunity to 
comply with it: nor would I dare to promife 
fefety to any man in that cafe. But however, it 
is a proper rebuke to the confidence of pope Pius ; 
yrho declares all the feven Romi/h lacraments 
to be neceffary to the falvationof mankind: and 
of the council of "Trent ; which curfes to the pit 
of hell * all thofe who jhall Jay they are notn^cef 
fary to falvation-, and curfes || allthoje likewife , who 
Jhall Jay that any one of the Jeven is not truly and 
properly a facrament injlituted by JeJus Chrijl. 

But befideS the preemption of thefe declarati¬ 
ons, and the unchriftian bitternefs of the curfes, 

there 

* Concii, Trid. Seff. VII. de facram. caB. 4. H can. 1, 
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there are corruptions of a pernicious nature in the 
doCtripal part of the Romijh facraments. The very 
notion of an indeleble char after, given in baptifm, 
which is the reafon aligned by the * council of 
Florence why tha£ ordinance fliould not be reite¬ 
rated, has a tendency to make children, when 
they grow up, neglect inward and real religion 
as unneceflary. And as the fame indeleble chara¬ 
cter is likewife affirmed to be imprejfed on the 
foul in the facrament of confirmation, which is 
ufually adminiftred to very young people; the 
lame dangerous indolence is hereby more encou¬ 
raged. By the fame indeleble cbarafter, com¬ 
municated in the lacrament of orders, the 
wicked men among the clergy, who a tis to be 
feared amount to a large number, are hardned in 
their wickednefs. ’Tis much to the like purpofe, 
that the council of Florence £ affirms concerning 
the lacrament of the eucharift, that in rejpeft of 
JuJlenance , increafe, recruit, and delight, it operates 
all that effeft with regard to the Jpiritual life, 
which material food and drink operate with regard 
to the corporeal. And from this do&rine, and 
from the commands of the || canon law to give 
this facrament as a viaticum to dying malefactors 
and others, it is no wonder that the common 
people fhould look upon it as a lort of charm in 
the very external aCtion itfelf, to defend the 

foul 

* Condi. Flor. apod Labbc, tom. XIII. pag. 53$. f ibid. 

J Omnem efiedmn, quem materialis dbus Sc potus quoad vitem 
agunt corporalem, fultentando, augendo, reparando Sc dele&ando j 
facramencom hoc quoad vitam operatur fpiritualem. Labbt, Condi* ’ 
tom. XIII. pag. 537. 

D Deer. part. II. cauf. 13. quatft. 2. cap. 30. Dec ret. Gregor, 
lib. V. tit. 18. cap. 2. tit. 38. cap. it. Uemeiitm. lib. V. tit. 9. 
cap, i. 
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loui from all evil, and thereby incur the danger 
of neglecting the true defign of facraments, and 
of becoming Grangers to ferious religion. Tran- 
lubllantiation, another doctrinal part of this la- 
crament, will be confidered in an article by itfelf, 
and therefore I lhall lay nothing of it now. 

But how abominably does the church of Rome 
ufurp the divine prerogative, and enflave the con¬ 
ferences of men, in their pretended facrament 
of penance ? How direCtly do auricular confef- 
fion and prieftly abfolution, as eftablilhed and 
pra&ifed in that church, tend to make vicious 
men defpile the thought of reltraining corrupt 
affections; when they fee, that upon confeffing 
to a prieft, fubmitting to the penance enjoined, 
and receiving abfolution, which it is no difficult 
matter to come at, they may repeat their beloved 
fins as often as they will, and make no doubt 
of getting a compleat abfolution from all fins 
when they come to die? And what miferable 
llraits are the * papifts reduced to, for fupport- 
ing this their facrament of penance, when they 
are forced to have their chief recourfe to expreffi- 
ons which are manifeftly figurative j fuch as thole 
of our Saviour, John XX. 22, 23. and Mat. 
XVIII. 16. and in oppofition both to reafon and 
Icripture will needs take them in a literal fenfe ? 
The former of thele texts is a commiffion given 
by our Lord to his apoftles: and, upon compa¬ 
ring it with other palfages of the new teftament, 
plainly appears to relate to the awful effects of 
their preaching that gofpel, the reception of 
which would fecure the forgivenefs of fins, and 

H the 

* See Grounds of cath. ck>&. pag, 21. 
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the rejection of which would fatten men’s fins 
upon them. It is in reality the fame committion, 
which was given in plainer words, Mark XVI. 
15, 16. Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gojpel to every creature: he that believetb and 
is baptized Jhall be faved j but he that believetb not 
jhall be damned. The apoftles, by their preach¬ 
ing, were to be the happy inftruments of con¬ 
veying this falvation: and therefore their preach¬ 
ing is, in a figurative way of fpeech, not unaptly 
ftiled remitting of fn. And in like manner 
all good chriftians, even they who are not fait 
forth to preach, are allured by the apoftle James, 
V. 20. that if they become the happy means of 
converting a finner from the error of his way, 
they Jhall fave a foul from death. And as the 
word preached by the apoftles would be fare to 
have its effedt, whether received or rejected: fb 
the apoftles, who preached it, might for the fame 
reafon be faid to retain the Jins of thofe who re- 
jedted it, as to remit the fins of thofe who em¬ 
braced it. The fcriptures abound with figurative 
expreflions of this kind j where the effcdt is af- 
cribed to the inftrument employed, even in cafes 
where it is moft evident, that God himfelf is the 
grand efficient. So Jer. I. 9, 10. God him¬ 
felf tells the prophet, See I have fet thee this day 
over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out * 
and to pull down, and to defiroy, and to throw 
down ; to build and to plant. The meaning of 
which expreflions, it is manifeft, can be no more, 
than that God fent him to deliver to the nations 
that word of his, which, if not complied with, 
fhould have thefe terrible effedts. It is plain, by 

• the? 
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the condudt of the apoftles, that they thus un- 
derftood their mafter’s words in the XXth of 
John and not of receiving fecret confeffions, 
and thereupon giving abfolution : for there is not 
one fyllable in the whole new teftament which 
intimates they were ever fo employed. And yet 
they muft have been the fitteft men in the world 
to grant fuch abfolutions: and accordingly fuch 
crouds would have flocked daily to them,that they 
would have had no time to do any thing elfe, if 
they themfelves had believed that Chrift gave 
them authority for that purpofe. 

As to that other text, Mat. XVIII. it fignifies, 
that wherever any fociety of chriftians, adting 
agreeably to the known mind of Chrift, with¬ 
drew from a diforderly perfon, their condudt 
therein ffiou Id be ratified and approved of Godj 
and that they fhould have the fame divine appro¬ 
bation when, upon fuch perfons repentance, they 
received him again. But all this is fpoken to the 
apoftles, not in their apoftolical character, but 
confidered in general as fubjedts of the kingdom of 
heaven', as appears from the foregoing parts of the 
fame chapter. 

As to the power of binding and loojing , promi- 
Jed to St. Peter , Mat. XVI. 19. that has a mani- 
feft connexion with the grant made to him of 
the keys of the kingdom of beayen •, that is, of 
opening the dodtrine of that kingdom, by being 
firft employed to preach it. And thus the words 
perfedtly agree with that other figurative text, 
John XX. concerning the awful effedts of preach¬ 
ing Chrift’s gofpel. 

But from fuch figurative expreflions as thefe, 
for mortal men to pretend to fovewc 

Hi 
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their fellow-creatures, in the chara&er of * pre- 
fdents and judges-, and, in order to this forgive- 
nefs, to impofe what punishments they pleafe, as 
the Romijh priefts do, in their facrament of pe¬ 
nance ; is, I think, little better than a blafphe- 
mous perverfion of Chrift’s words, to a fe nfe 
which ’tis impoflible lhould ever have entered into 
his mind. 

But ’tis plain, that the Romijh Clergy have 
been long fince refolved to get all power, of every 
kind, into their own hands: and fince they had 
no other way to arrive at temporal power, than 
by pretending that it is the confequence of their 
fullnefs of fpiritual power, committed to them 
by Jefus Chrift; no wonder, that they have 
catched at any appearances from fuch words of 
our Saviour, as they thought might moil eafily 
be perverted to their purpofe. It is too evident, 
that with this view they have abufed the texts 
juft now confidered. And when by fuch me¬ 
thods the laity have been perfuaded, that it was 
in the power of priefts to forgive or to retain their 
Jins no wonder that upon their claim the igno¬ 
rant people, and ignorant fuperftitious princes 
too, nave been ready to give up all power into 
their hands. It was after a train of fuch impu¬ 
dent claims on the one hand, and wretched 
fubmiffions on the other, that pope Boni¬ 
face 

^ The council qf Trent not only afcribes to priefts the character 
pf frejidents and judges > for remitting or retaining offins; Seff. XIV. 
cap. 5. de feenit . and fpeak* of the penitents in confeflion as 
brought before a tribunal\ that by the fentence of the friefi they may 
be deliveredfrom their Jins ; cap. 6. but in the 9th canon of the 
feme feffion pronounces a felemn anathema upon any one who fhajl 
deny, that the facramental abjolution tf the priejt is a judicial a&. 
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face VIII. had the affurance to fay, what is 
fince made an authentic part of the canon 
law: * Both Jwords are in the power of the 
church ; to wit) the Jpiritual Jwordand the ma¬ 
terial: but this indeed is to be exercifed for the 
church j that by the church: this by the hand of 
the priejl ; that by the hand of kings and J'oldiers, 
but at the beck and according to the patience of the 
priejl. Now it is necejfary , that there be a Jword 
under a Jword', and that the temporal authority be 

fubjebl to the Jpiritual power. - Therefore if the 

earthly power deviates from its duty, it Jhall be 
judged by the Jpiritual power: if the inferior Jpi¬ 
ritual power deviates , it Jhall be judged by its fu- 
perior: but if the fupreme , by God alone ; it can¬ 
not be judged by man. 

The pernicious tendency, and the dreadful re¬ 
al confequences of the Romijh facrament of pe¬ 
nance; with regard to the unlimited power which 
it puts into the hands of the prieft, by revealing 
to him every fecret of the penitent’s mind, muft be 
my apology for fpending fo much time upon it. It 
muft be own’d, that all the Romijh facraments 
are not equally corrupt and dangerous ; and that 
many things in them might be borne with, if 
there was not fuch a ftrefs laid upon them. Thus 
as to confirmation; it is notorious; that great 
numbers of proteftants pradife it And if any 

chriftians 

* Utorque ergo eft in poteftate ecckfiae; fpiritalis fcilicet gladi- 
us, Sc materi&lis : fed is quidem pro ecclefia, ille vero ab ecclefia 
exercendus; iUe (acerdotis, is manu regum Sc militum, fed ad nu- 
tum Sc patiendam iacerdotia. Oportet autem gladium effe fub gla- 
dio, Sc temporakm a^i&oritatem fpiritali fubjici poteftati. — Ergo ft 
deviat terrena poteftas, jodicabitur a poteftate fpirituali: fed ft de- 
viat fpiritalis minor, i fyo fuperiori: ft vero fuprema; a folo Deo, 
non ab homine potent jndicari. £xtrav< cemmmt ♦ dc auqttv 
fibeJ. Jib. 1 . tif. ft, cap. I, 
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chriftians choofc to have their pallor lay hands 
on catechumens, and pray for them, after they 
have been well inftrudted in the faith, into thfc 
profeffion of which they were baptized; who 
(hall hinder them ? But this is not enough in the 
church of Rome. There this is made a lacra- 
ment, neceff'ary to falvation: an indeleble chard * 
Her is laid to be thereby imprels’d upon the foul: 
and ’tis affirm’d by the council of Florence, that 
* the Holy Ghojl is therein given for firength , as 
he was given to the apojlles on the day of pentecoft •; 
to the end that the chriftian may boldly confefs the 
name of Chrift. 

In like manner we might fay with regard to 
extreme undtion: if any chriftians are fatisficd, 
that their elders have that inwrought prayer of 
faith , which in the days of the apoftle *f* fames 
was ufed over the lick, and which was efredhial 
for their recovery j by all means let it be ufed. 
But then let it be remember’d, that this is quite a 
different thing from the Romijh facrament; where 
the undtion is applied to J thofe only, whole life 
is delpaired of, and with a view to their death, 
and not to their recovery j where it is ul$d chief¬ 
ly with the view of remitting fins, and healing 
the foul; and with regard to which the || council 
of Trent damns you to hell, if you will not ac¬ 
knowledge it to be a facrament injlituted by Chrift ; 
or if you deny ** that it remits fns\ or affirm, 
that it has ceafed, as being originally only a gift 
of healing. Again: 

* Effcftus autem hujus facramenti eft, quia in eo datur Spiritua 
landua ad robur, ficut datue eft apoftolis in die pentecoftes ; ut vi¬ 
delicet chriftianua audader Chrifti confiteatur nomen. LMt 3 tom 
XIII. fag. 536. f Jam. V. 15, 16. 

J Concil. Trid. Seff. XIV. de extrem. and; Cap. 3. 

It Ibid. can. /. ** can. a. 
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Again: if any man enters into holy orders, or 
a marriage ftate j let him behave himfelf fuit- 
ably to the obligations he takes upon him. But 
then, let not thole who enter into orders pre¬ 
tend that they do thereby receive the gift of the 
Holy Gboft , in the fame fenfe in which St. Paul 
■put ‘Timothy in mind he had received it by the im- 
poftion of bis bands: 2 Tim. I. 6. And further, 
let it be afk’dj why are thele two obligations, of 
orders and marriage, by the church of Rome 
made inconfiilent with each other ? when neither 
Chrift nor his apoftles ever forbad minifters to 
marry * when Paul aliened his power for that 
purpofe, and obferved that Peter and other apo- 
Itles were married men. 1 Cor. IX. j. The 
author of the * Grounds does very well in ac¬ 
knowledging here, that ‘the reafon why the 

* church does not allow of the marriage of the 

* clergy, is becaufe upon their entring into holy 
f orders they make a vow or folemn promife to 

* God and the church, to live continently: and 
‘ that (he receives none to holy orders, but thofe 

* that make this vow, becaufe Ihe does not 

* think it proper that they, who by their office 

* and functions ought to be wholly devoted to 

* the fervice of God and the care of fouls, Ihou’d 
x be diverted from thefe duties by the diffractions 

* of a married life.’ The whole affair is here 
very juftly and truly put upon the will and plea- 
fure of the church. But who gave the church 
the power thus to determine ? who gave her the 
power to require this vow of the clergy ? when 
God himfelf laid no fuch reftri<Stion $ and when 

indeed 


P»£ 2 4* 



.in. [ 6+ ] 

indeed he has plainly fignified, that he avoided 
fuch reftridtions to any kind of perfons, to the 
end that they might live continently. As for the 
advice given by the apoftle, i Cor. VII. 32, 33. 
that related only to the then prefent diflrejs ; as 
appears from ver. 26. And yet, in the very feme 
chapter, ver. 2. he actually recommended mar¬ 
riage, for the fake of living continently , to all 
perfons without exception. And writing to Ti¬ 
mothy, . 1 Tim. IV. 1, 3. he makes the for¬ 
bidding to marry a mark of /educing fpirits, and 
a doBrine of .devils. And what mifchiefs the 

pretended celebacy of the Romijh clergy has in¬ 
troduced, by their innumerable whoredoms, a- 
dulterifs, and murders of the fpurious offsprings 
and by making the clergy a body diftindt from, 
and of an oppolite interell to the laity, their hi- 
llory will abundantly teftify. > 

But there is one corruption, which has not yet 
been mentioned : which extends itlelf to all the 
Romijh facraments* and which, tho’ it was 
plainly defigned to give the priefts a plenitude 
of power, yet in its natural confluences falls as 
heavy upon themfelves as upon the people. It 
is the dodtrine of the neceffity of the prieft’t 
good intention, in order to the efficacy of the 
fecraments he adminifters. This is mentioned by 
the -f* council of Florence, in the following words; 
after the mention of all the feven fecraments^ 
All theje facraments are made up of three partst 

that 

f Haec omnia facramenta tribus perficiuntur: videlicet rebus^ 
tanquam materia; verbis, taaquam forma; & perfona minifba 
xonferentis facramentum, cum intentione fadendi quod fecit eccle* 
fia. Quorum fi aiiquid defit, non perficitur facramentum. L*bbi> 
Cotta/, tom* XIII. fag. 53j, 
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that is to fay , of things , as the matter j of words , 
as the form ; and of the perfon of the minijler who 
confers the facrament, with the intention of doing 
that which the church does: of which parts if any 
one be wanting , the facrament is not perfeSlea\ 
Nay, fuch a ftrefs do they lay upon the right 
intention of the minijler j as rather to allow the 
validity of miniftrations, which themfelves will 
by no means own to be regular, than to drop 
this grand point. Thus, within a few lentences 
after that juft now quoted : tho’ they in lift, that 
a * prieft is the proper minifter of the facrament 
of baptifm, and that to him it belongs by his 
office to baptize ; yet, in what they call cafes of 
neceffity, they allow a layman, or a woman, or 
even a pagan, and a heretic, to baptize: but 
ftill they make it neceflary, that the form of 
the church be oblerved, and that the perfon 
miniftring intend to do that which the church 
does. 

Now the chief thing I wou’d obferve here is 
the wicked arrogance, of prefuming to lulpend, 
upon the meer will and pleafure of the minifter, 
all the good effects defigned by Chrift in his or¬ 
dinances ; for the papifts infill upon it, that all 
their leven lacraments are ordinances of Chrift. 
Let them Ihew, as well as they can, the con- 
fiftency of this dodtrine with the article now un¬ 
der confideration; which affirms, that all the 
feven facraments confer grace. It mull be only 
on condition that the prieft thinks fit to let them. 

I But 

* Minifter hujas lacnunenti eft 6c$rdos; cui ex officio com- 
petit baptizare. In caafa autem neceffitatis, non folim facerdos 
vel diaconus, fed etiam vlaicip vel mulier, imo etiam paganus & 
lucreticus baptizare poteft ; dummodo formam fervet ecclefise. Sc 
factrc iutencUt quod facit tttUfi *. Ibid* 
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But It is farther obfervable; that, according to 
this doctrine, it is impoflible for a Romanijt to 
prove, that there is now any fuch thing as a 
prieft, or indeed a chriftian in the world } be- 
caufe no man can certainly tell, whether the 
perfon, from whom he received orders or bap- 
tifm, perform’d the fervice with the intention 
which the church requires. 

From the account which has been given of 
the Romijb facraments it is eafy to fee: that they 
are attended with much fuperftition ; and witn 
fuch grofs corruptions, as are utterly inconfiftent 
with the purity of Chrift’s doctrine : that they 
tend to draw off mens regards to inward and teal 
religion : that the authority, by which they are 
bound upon the people, is inconfiftent with the 
obedience which we owe to our great legiflator j 
and the cruel bitternefs, with which they are en¬ 
forced, quite oppofite to the meek fpirit of 
phriftianity. . 

The fourth article of Pius's creed is as fol-s 
lows. 


IV. I embrace and receive all and 
every things which hath been defined 
and declared in the holy fynod of Trent 
concerning original fin andjufiification . 

Now the leaft that a man can do, to qualify 
himfelf to be a believer in this article, is to get 
himfelf well acquainted with all tbofe things , 

which 
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which thefynod o/'Trent has defined and declared 
concerning thefe two points. And how the com¬ 
mon people in all chrillian countries lhall be able 
to do this, it will be fome difficulty to conceive. 
But in cafc all of them did come at the hiftorical 
Knowledge of all that the council of Trent has de¬ 
clared and defined ; the difficulty would be to 
bring them to a thorough fatisfadion, that all 
thole declarations and decrees are right and good. 
Indeed, if the former articles are allowed, which 
require us to interpret fcripture only in that 
fenfe which the church bolds , and to objerve all ec- 
clefiafiical traditions ■, then there can be no dis¬ 
pute about this, or any other point. And there¬ 
fore, one would thing, pope Pius might have 
laved himfelf the trouble of adding any more 
articles at all ; unlefs it were the Xlth, wherein 
the good catholic promiles unlimited obedience; 
or the Xllth, which curies and condemns all 
thole who do not embrace whatever the church 
in its councils has decreed. But if the fcripture 
is indeed the word of God; and if, inftead of 
popes and councils, this is the rale of our faith ; 
then how lhall a private chriftian, of common 
underftanding, be able to pronounce, with the 
council of < Trent i that all of human kind have 
lofi their bolinefs and rigbteoufnefs by the fin of 
Adam ; (fefs. V. § 2. deer, de peccato origin .) 
and yet make an exception^ which the fcripture 
no where makes, for the virgin Mary , the mo¬ 
ther of our Lord ? (See the conclufion of the 
fame decree .) And with regard to jollification : 
how lhall he reconcile the words of this council, 
fefs. VJL can, 32. which affirm, that a juftified 

I 2 man 
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man does by bis good works truly merit increafe of 
grace arid life eternal , with the words of our 
bleffed Lord himfelf, Luke XVII. io. When ye 
Jhall have done all thofe things which are com¬ 
manded you , fay, we are unprofitable Jervants $ 
we have done that which was our duty to do\ 
or with thofe of his apoftle, Rom. VI. 23. that 
eternal life is the gift of God, through fejus Cbrifi 
our Lord? 


V. I do alfo profefs .* that in the Mafs 
there is offered unto God a true, proper, 
and propitiatory fdcrifice for the living 
and the dead: and that in the mb ft holy 
facrament of the eucharift there is truly, 
really and fubftantially, the body and 
blood, together with the foul and divi- 
nity, of our Lord Jefus Chrifl: and 
that there is a change made of the whole 
fubftance of the bread into his body, and 
of the whole fubftance of the wine into 
his blood', which change the catholiQ 
church calls tranfubftantiation. 

So important an article as this could not be o- 
mitted, when the creed of a Romanifi was to be 
drawn up. But what authority is it built upon ? 
The former part intirely on the authority of 

men. 
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men, in contradiction to the whole tenor of the 
new teftament: and the latter part on the fame 
human authority, in oppofition to the plain di¬ 
ctates of {enfe and reafon, as well as to the obvious 
meaning of every paflage where this inftitution 
is mentioned j by perverfely abuiing the words of 
our Saviour to a literal fenfe, when nothing can 
be more evident, than that he meant them in a 
figurative. But there is fo much accefiion of 
power to the prieft, by making the people be¬ 
lieve, that he can,by pronouncing a few words 
make a god for them to worfhip; that let fenfe, 
and reafon, and the obvious meaning of fcrip- 
ture expreffions ever fo much reclaim again!! it, 
yet this article mull be believed upon the autho¬ 
rity of the church. It fignifies nothing to objeCt j 
that according to this account Chrill mull have 
had two bodies, and held one of them in his 
hand to his difeiples, crucified and dead, before 
ever he fuffered on the crofsj and moreover, 
that his whole body and blood mull at this day 
be in ten thouland places at once: it fignifies 
nothing to obferve, that there are in fcripture 
great numbers of figurative expreffions, befides 
thofe words of Chrill, this is my body.. The 
church has decreed, that thefe lhall be taken li¬ 
terally : and therefore fo it mull be. 

Yet it is worth the while to obferve} that 
there are feveral of our Lord's own expreffions, 
delivered at the lame time when he fpake thefe 
words, which the Romanics themfelves will not 
allow to be meant literally, but figuratively. 
Thus particularly, in St PauPs recital of the 
words of inftitution, i Car ; XI. 24. . it appears. 
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that immediately after laying, this is my body, 
Chrift added, which is broken for you. Now 
the Romanijis themfelves acknowledge, that at 
the time of inftituting the holy fupper Chrift’s 
body was not yet broken upon the crols j and 
that therefore in thefe words he fpoke figuratively, 
concerning what was to be done. Why not 
therefore in thofe juft before, which, our Lord 
delivered in the fame breath? So like wile, in 
St. Luke’s recital of the inftitution, chap. 
XXII. 20. we find our Lord laid, this cup is 
the new teft ament, [or new •f' covenant] in my 
blood, which is Jhed for you. Now befides that 
here, as before, the blood was not yet Ihed, and 
therefore the expreflion was manifeftly figurative, 
referring to what would Ihortly be done j why 
do not the Romanics allow* that the cup , the very 
cup, which Chrift held in his hand, and which 
contained the wine reprefenting his blood, was 
literally and really a teft ament, or covenant , as well 
as contend, from a like expreflion, that the bread 
was Cbrijl’s body ? 

Thefe obfervations, taken from the inftitu¬ 
tion itfelf, plainly Ihew; that the apoftle’s words, 
I Cor. X. 16. where the cup of blefting is laid to 
be the communion of the blood of Chrift, and the 
bread broken, the communion of the boat of Chrift, 
cannot fignify a real receiving of the body and blood 
pf Chrift, as the author of the * Grounds pre¬ 
tends. For the real body and blood never were 
received, nor intended to be received, even by the 
apoftles themfelves, who were prefent at the initi¬ 
ation. They, and in them all difeiples of 
Chrift, were commanded to keep up, by the 
f cO«dm. • pag. a6. actions 
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actions of eating bread and drinking wine, the 
remembrance of Chrift, when he Ihould be ab- 
fent from them, and not prelent with them: 
and indeed, the very reafon why they were here¬ 
in to remember Cbrijl , was becaufe in his bodily 
prefence he Ihould not be with them. c The cup 
of blejjing therefore is the communion of Cbriji’s 
blood j and the bread broken , the communion of bis 
body j as, by partaking of both, chriftians com¬ 
memorate their Lord and Saviour, in obedience 
to his inftitution, and thereby acknowledge 
themfelveS his difciples. And this is the mani- 
feft view, with which the apoftle ufes this argu¬ 
ment i as may be feen by its connexion with the 
preceding and following verfes. 

So when the fame apoftle lays, i Cor. XI. 
27, 29. Whojbever jhall eat this bread\ and 
drink this cup of the Lord unworthily , Jhall be 
guilty of the body and blood of our Lord ; and he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily , eateth and 
drinketh * judgment to himfelf not dijcerning the 
Lords body ; he can mean no more, than that fuch 
a perfon is guilty of a very unbecoming negledt 
of the great delign of that ordinance, wherein 
it is his duty to remember with thankfulnels, 
that Chrill’s body was broken, and Chrill's 
blood Ihed for him; and that he brings juft 
judgment upon himfelf, by haying no due regard 
to that, which by the command of his Lord 
and Saviour he is obliged thankfully to remember. 
Not difcermng the Lord's body is, not conlidering 
the bread in the holy fupper as the appointed 
memorial of that body; not making a lufficieijt 
difference between the bread eaten at die Lord's 
• xfifUL. table 
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table, ill a pfofefs’d remembrance of him and 
obedience to him, and the bread eaten at a com- 
mon meal. It was never intended, that the Lords 
body fliould, in the celebration of his fupper, be 
difcerned or feen in a literal fenfe. Our bufineis 
at the Lord’s table is to remember Chrift abfent, 
not to behold him prefent. And this one thought 
is a fufficient anfwer to all the reflexions taken 
from the literal lenfe. For, how confidently fo- 
ever the * Romani/is may deny it ; there is a di¬ 
rect oppofition between the real prefence of 
Chrift’s body and blood, and the commemoration 
thereof, or calling them to mind ; between eat¬ 
ing and drinking Chrifl’s real body and blood, 
and eating and drinking bread and wine in re? 
membrance of him. Proteftants therefore do 
not, in taking the remembrance, leave out the 
Jubjlance. They adhere to the fubflance; and 
perform the whole of the duty enjoin’d in the im 
ftitution of the holy fupper, when in obedience 
to Chrift’s command they eat bread and drink 
wine in remembrance of him . 

As for the expreffions of our Saviour, John 

VI. 51—55. particularly this laft verfe, where 
Chrift fays, my flejh is meat indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed: it is evident, by comparing the 
whole context, from ver. 47. to ver. 63. that they 
were fpoken in a figurative, and not in a literal 
fenfe; and that they relate to the nourishment of 
the foul by Chrift’s heavenly doftrine. Such 
forms of fpeech are frequent in the old teftament, 
manifeftly relating to the inftrudtions of divine 
*j* Wifdom. And that thefe of our Saviour are 

thus, 

* Grounds, pag. 27. 

f Prov. IX. 1—6. I£u LV. 1, 2. Dent. VIII. 3. 



[ 73 ] V. 

thus to be underftood, and not in the literal 
lenfe, his own words in ver. 63. plainly evince. 
Wherein he thus concludes his figurative di£ 
courfe, purpofely for the latisfadlion of thofe, 
who were offended at the expreflions he had been 
ufing, and called them hard fayings: It is the 
fpirit that quicknetb ; the flefh profiteth nothing : 
the words which I fpeak unto you i they are fpirit 
and they are life. 

Finally I obferve j that if St. Paul had any 
notion, that the bread in the Lord’s fupper was 
was by confecration become the real body of 
Chrift j he would have fpoken of it under that 
name, as the Romanijls doj and would not have 
been Jo prophane as to call it bread ftill, efpeci- 
ally while he was difcourfing of the awful effedts 
of receiving it in purfuance of Chrift’s inftitution. 
Yet even in 1 Cor. XI. 27. where he allures us, 
that the unworthy receiver is guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord , calling contempt upon the 
body and blood of Chrill, reprcfented in the 
fupper; he exprefles the adtion of receiving only 
by eating this bread, and drinking this cup. So 
again, ver; 28. Let a man examine bimfelf and 
Jo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that 
cup. And in ver. 26. prefently after reciting 
Chrill’s words of inftitution, he fays. As often as 
ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye jhew the 
Lords death till he come. And in this manner, 

- of a commemorative fign and reprefentation of 
Chrift’s body and blood, and not as the very 
body and blood itfelf, the primitive Fathers fpoke 
of the bread and wine in the. Lord’s fupper: nor 
was it till many hundred years after Chrift, that 

K the 



V. [ 74 ] 

the do&rine of tranfubftantiation was received 
«ven in the church of Rome itfelf. 

This article is indeed a very proper criterion of 
a thorough fubmiffion to the church; a very fit 
trial, whether men will give up their realon, 
and even the teftimony of their fenfesthernfelves, 
to her authority: for if a man will (ubmit here, 
he is pretty well fecured for all other fubmiffions; 
if he (lands out here, there is great danger that 
he will hearken to the teftimony of fenfe and 
reafon in other matters. It is therefore no won¬ 
der, that fo great a ftrefs is laid upon this one arr 
tide: and that fo many precious lives have been 
fixcrificed by the church of Rome to the refolu T 
tion of maintaining it. But in this eagernefs 
of her refolution (he cuts off one of the main ar- 
. guments for the credibility of the whole chriftian 
dodtrine. For if there is no depending upon the 
teftimony of fenfe: then in vain did Chrift 
himfelf appeal to the miracles he wrought, as 
evidences of his divine million; and in vain do we 
now (hew any regard to them. Either therefore 
Chrift’s miracles are no argument of the credibi¬ 
lity of the chriftian religion: or elfe the dodtrine 
of tranfubftantiation, which contradidls the te¬ 
ftimony upon which thofe miracles ftand, is ialfe 
and abfurd. 

But to return to pope Pius' s creed. As tp that 
part of this article, which affirms the Mafs to 
contain a true , proper and propitiatory facrijice for 
the fns of quick and dead : it is fo gainful a point, 
and of lb much importance, in promifing to 
^ men the forgivenefs of their own fins and thofe 
V of their deceafed friends; that it fignifies no- 
■ ’ ' • thing 



[75 V. 

thing to objed againft it the plain declarations 
of the author to the Hebrews , ch. IX. 26, 28. 
X. 10, 14. that Chrijl once in the end of the 
world appeared, to put away jin by the facrifice of 
himfelf-, that he was once offered, to bear the fins 
of many-, that we are fanSlified through the offer¬ 
ing °f tty body of JeJiis Chrijl once for all-, and 
that by one offering he hath perfected for ever them 
who are JanElified. All thefe, it feems, and a 
thoufand more declarations of fcripture, muft 
ftand for nothing, when once the authority of 
the church is concerned in an article of faith. Yet, 
to thofe who have any regard to fcripture, thefe 
texts plainly {hew j that, Under the difpenfation 
of the gofpel, Chrift is the only prieft who could 
offer propitiatory facrifice j and that he has done 
it completely once for all. It is not therefore in 
the power of any perfon upon earth to repeat that 
facrifice, which Chrift alone could offer: befides 
that by offering it once for all, Chrift (hewed he did 
not defign it mould ever be repeated. The only 
Jacrifices the new teftament acknowledges left for 
men to offer, are thofe of praije and thankfgi- 
ving, and doing good to one another, out of gra¬ 
titude towards God; Heb. XIII. 15, 16. And 
as for offering any facrifice in behalf of the dead; 
the new teftament knows nothing of it: but on 
the contrary fignifies, that, upon leaving this pre- 
fent ftate of trial, mens condition is fo determin’d, 
that every one Jhall, at the judgment feat of Chrijl , 
receive the things done in bis body, according to 
that which be hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
2 Cor. V. 10. And confequently any facrifices 
offered in their behalf can avail nothing. But 

K 2 nptwitfiftanding 
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notwithftanding all this, the church of Rome 
will be obeyed: and accordingly, it is thus de¬ 
creed in the fynod of Trent. * If any man j.ball 
fay j that the facrifce of the Mafs is only a 
facrifce of pratje and tbankjgiving , or a meer 
commemoration of the facrifce completed on the 
crofsy but not propitiatory j or that it is profita¬ 
ble only to the receiver j or that it ought not to be 
offered for the living and the dead , for fins> for 
punijhmentSy for fatisfaftionSy and other necejf- 
fies: let him be accurfed. 


VI. I alfo confefs , that under one 
hind only , whole and intire Chrift , and 
a true facrament is received. 

In purfiiance of this article, the Romijh 
church allows to the people only the bread in thp 
celebration of the Lord’s fupper, the wine being 
received by the prieft alone : herein relying in- 
tirely on their own authority, without the leaft 
authority from Chrift the lawgiver, but in a di- 
redfc oppofition to him. For Chrift himfelf, in 
the inftitution of this ordinance, gave not the 
leaft intimation of a difference intended between 
miniftcrs and people, in giving the bipad and the 

wine 

* Si quis dixerit, Miflse (acrifidum tantum eflc Iaudis & gratia.* - 
rum adionis, ant nudam commemarationem facrifidi in cruc* per- . 
a&i, non autem prdpkiatorium; vel foli prodefle fumenti; neqqg 
pre vivis & defun&is, pro peccatjs, poems, 8 c a|iif 

•neceffitatibus offerri debere: aaathcntt fit Cm* &uL $e/T. XXII* , 
4 t facrif x Miff*, <*#. 3, 
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wine to the one, and the bread only to die other: 
nor do any of his apoftles, or any of the new tefta-. 
inent writers, intimate any thing like a direction 
given to them for this purpofe. S‘ Paul, i Cor. XI. 
when he relates to the Corinthians what he bad 
received from the Lord\ concerning the inftitu- 
tion, gives the feme account as the Evangelifts j 
that our Lord celebrated this ordinance, at its 
inftitution, to the apoftles in the character of 
difciples only. In this charadter he tells the Co¬ 
rinthians , ch. XI. 26. As often as ye eat this 
bread , and drink this cup, ye jhew the 
Lords death till he come. He writes thefe words 
to the Corinthian church, the members in gene¬ 
ral of the Corinthian church; and not to the mi- 
nifters, exclufive of the people. One would 
think therefore, that the church of Rome with¬ 
held the cup from the people merely to fhew 
her authority and power, in difpenfing with, or 
rather, in oppofing diredtiy, the laws of her 
profeffed Lord and Mafter. Whether the coun¬ 
cil of Conflance does not acknowledge this, let 
their own words, in the following decree, teftify 
for them. * In the name of the holy and undi¬ 
vided 

* In nomine lan&ae 8c individuse Trinitatis, Patris, Filii, & 

£j>. ianfti. Amen.-Hoc pracfens concilium facrum generale — ; 

declarat, decemit, 8c diffinit : quod licet Chrilhis poll cceram in* 
ftituerit, 8c fuis difcipulis admfaiftraverit, fob utraque fpecie panis 8t 
vini, hoc venerabile facramentum: tamen, hoc non objiante , facro- 
jum canonum auftoritas laudabilis, 8c approbata confuetudo ecclefiae 
iervavit 8c fervat, quod hujufinodi iacramentum non debet confici 
poft (boenam, neciie ifideUbus reap! non jerjunis, nifi in cafo infir- 
pdfeiw, ant aiterius a jure vel eoclefia conceflb vel ad- 

Et ficdt hsec Cpnfaettttie, ad evitandum aliqua pericula 8c 
fatndak, eft iationabiliter introda&a, quod, licet in primitiva fee* 
deft 1 htgufioodi ftenonentum itd p qttvg i fidelibus fob utraque fpe- 
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vided Trinity, Father, Son, and Hoiy Ghojl , 
Amen This prefent facred general council —- de¬ 
clares, decrees, and determines: that altbo' Chrijl 
infiituted and adminijlred to bis difciples this vene¬ 
rable Jacrament after [upper, under both kinds, of 
bread and wine: yet, this notwithjlanding, the 
laudable authority of facred canons and the appro¬ 
ved cujlom of the church bath maintained and doth 
maintain -, that fuch a J'acrament as this ought 
not to be made after jupper, nor to be received by 
the faithful otherwife than fajling; excepting in 
cafe of infirmity, or other neceffity, granted or ad¬ 
mitted by law, or by the church. And fince, 
for the avoiding of Jome dangers and fcandah, the 
cufiom has been rationally introduced, that tho' 
this facrament was in the primitive church re¬ 
ceived by the faithful under both kinds, and after¬ 
wards, by the makers of it, under both kinds, and 

by the laiety only under the Jpecies of bread: - 

fuch 


tie, poftea a conficientibus Tub utraque fpecie, Sc & laicis tantum- 

modo fub fpecie panis fufcipiatur:-hujufmodi confuetudo—ha- 

benda eft pro lege $ quam non licet reprobare, ant fine eccleflae au¬ 
tomate pro libito mu tare.-Aflerentes oppofitum praemiflorum, 

tanquam haeretici, arcendi font, Sc graviter puniendi, per diceceia- 
bos locorum, feu officiates eorum, aut inquifitores hacreticae pravi- 

tatis.-Item ipfa fan&a fynodus decernit Sc declarat, fuper ‘ifta 

materia, reverendiffimis-archiepifcopis, epifcopis, Sc eorum in 

fpiritualibus vicariis, ubilibet conftitutis, proceflus dfe dirigendos: 
in quibus eis committatur Sc mandetur, audoritate hujus lacri con- 
cilii, fub poena excommunicationis, ut eftedualiter puniant eos con¬ 
tra hoc decretum excedentes, qui communicando populum fub utra¬ 
que fpecie panis Sc vini exhortad fuerint, Sc fic faciendum efle do- 
cuerint. Et fi ad poeniteutiam redierint, ad gremium ecclefiae fuf- 
cipiantur, injunta eis, pro modo culpas, pcenitentiafalutari. Qui 
vero ex illi? ad poenitentiam redire non curaverint animo indurato, 
per cenfuras ecclefiafticas per eos, ut hsredci, funt coercendi, in* 
vocato etiam ad hoc, ft opus fuerit, auxilio brachii fecularis. Cone* 
Qonjlant, afud Lathe, tom. XII. fag. too. 
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fuch a cuftom as this — is to be accounted a law, 
which tnuft not be rejeSed, or at pleafure changed, 
without the authority of the church. They who 
ajjert the contrary, are to be driven away as here- 
tics, and feverely punijhed, by the diocefans of the 
places, or their officials, or by the inquifitors of 
hereticalpravity. Prefently after which the fame 
council further decrees and declares to the mojl re¬ 
verend—archbijhops and biffiops, and their vicars 
in Jpiritual affairs, wberefoever placed, that pro- 
ceffes fhall be dir efted: in which it is committed 
and commanded to them, by the authority of the 
council, under pain of excommunication, that they 
effeftually punijh the violators of this decree, who 
• communicating to the people under both kinds, Jhall 
have exhorted and taught that it ought Jo to be 
done. If theje return to repentance, they may be 
received into the bofom of the church, after enjoin¬ 
ing them a whokjome penance, according to the 
meajure of theirfault. But thofe of them who, thro' 
the hardnefs of their heart, do not take care to re¬ 
turn to repentance, are by thefe [ fpiritual men ] to 
be reflrained as heretics, calling in aljo to tbispur- 
pofe, if need be, the aid of the Jecular arm. A 
Wronger inftance of church authority than this, 
one cannot reafonably defire. And indeed the 
oouncil of Trent itfelf feems to have been fo well 
fatisfied with the provifion here made, for punifh- 
ihents of this world againft thole who fhould 
iJare to deny, that their half-lacrament is equal to 
*the whole j as to be content with only denoun¬ 
cing * anathema againft them. 

But 

\ 

* Cone. Trident, Seff. XIII. de euchar, can. 3. & SefT, XXI. 
can. 3 . • ' : . 7 
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But farther it is obfervable, that this article is 
not thoroughly confident with the preceding. 
For the preceding article tells you, that there is a 
change made, of the whole Jubjlance oj the bread into 
Chrtjl’s body, and oj the whole fubfiance of the wine 
into Chrift's blood: whereas this article fays, that 
under one kind only , whole and intire Chrijl is recei¬ 
ved. To folve this difficulty, the Romanijls * al¬ 
lege ; that ‘ the body cannot be without the blood; 

* and that therefore whoever receives the body of 

* Chrift, receives Chrift himfelf whole and intire/ 
But did not Chrift himfelf know all this a$ 
well as they ? And why did he, notwithftand- 
ing this, ordain the communion in both kinds, 
if he did not defign that in both kinds his dif- 
ciples fhould receive it ? Why fhould the prieft 
receive in both kinds, any more than the reft 
of the faithful? What commiffion or authority 
has he for that purpofe, any other than that 
which gives a right to all chriftians ? If it 
be faid; *f* that * this is requifite for the more 

* lively reprefentihg the feparation of Chrift's 

* blood from his bodyit is ftill anfwered, that 

Chrift himfelf made no fuch difference; defign- 
\ng that this ordinance fhould in a lively man net 
reprefent to all the faithful the feparation of his 
blood from his body. Moreover, he com man w- 
ed that his difciples fhould remetnber, or comnre- 
morate him, in drinking this cup, as well as ift 
eating this bread ; i Cor. XI. 25. But his com¬ 
mand, it feemSi is to ftand for nothing. »<• 

The £ reafons ufually given, why the church 
of Rome does not give the communion in both 

kinds, 

* Grounds, pag. 28. pag. 30. $ pag. 31. 
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kinds, are exceedingly trifling, As to the dan?- 
ger of fpilling; Chrift himfelf knew that: and 
yet the council of Conjlance owns he inftitu*» 
ted the lacrament in both kinds. And be- 
fides; the prieft is not abfolutely iecure againft 
this terrible danger of fpilling a drop, any more 
than the people. Another rcafon is, ‘becaule 

* wine will foon decay; and therefore the lacra-r 

* ment could not well be kept for the fick in 

* both kinds : another, ^ecaufe fome conftitu- 

* tions. can neither endure the tafte nor fmell of 

* wine: another,, becaufe true wine in fome 

* countries i6 very hard to be met with.’ But 
Chrift knew all thefe things as well as the church 
of Rome: nor does it appear he ever deflgned to 
have confecrated wine, or confecrated hread, laid 
up for the ufe of the lick: and if fome conftitu-* 
tions cannot bear wine; other conftitutions, of 
which I my ielf have feen an inftance, cannot 
endure bread: and then, if good wine is not 
to be had, good chriftians will be content with 
what they, can get. But their mafter^piepe af a 
reafon is, that they with-hold the cup * ‘ in oppo- 

* lition to thofe heretics, who deny that Chrift 
‘ is received whole and entire under either kind' 
Now, ’tjs plain, that Chrift himfelf had not this 
notion: otherwife he would not have ordained 
the communion in both kinds. But, it feems, 
if Chrift himfelf ordains any thing, which the 
church of Rome difapproves j he himlelf lhall be 
a heretic, rather than they, will fail of being o- 
beyed. 

I think it proper here to take notice of a falla¬ 
cious criticifm of the author of the Grounds , &c. 
* Grounds, pag. 31. l-i who 
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who -f* charges our proteftant tranflators with - 
corrupting the text in i Cor. XI. 27. by putting 
and inftead of or, in relation to drinking the cup. 
Now this criticifm will no way prove, that the 
communion in one kind only was fufficient to 
anfwer Chrift’s intention. For it only {hews, that 
if either part of Chrift’s ordinance be unworthily 
received ; that is, if a man partakes of either the 
bread or the cup, without any ferious regard to the 
defign of the ordinance, which is a thankful re¬ 
membrance of Chrift; he brings a guilt upon 
himfelf. In the mean time, the words immedi¬ 
ately preceding, in ver. 26. afliire us, that it is 
both by eating of the bread, and by drinking of 
the cup, that we Jhew forth the Lord's death till he 
come: and therefore, tho’ our tranflation is not 
exactly literal, yet there is no corruption in the cafe. 

But I cannot difmifs this article, without 
quoting from the council of Florence a very 
extraordinary paragraph, which has a near 
relation both to this and the preceding. Con¬ 
cerning the eucharift they fay: * The priejl, 
fpeaking in the name of Chrift, maketh this facra- 
tnent. For , by virtue of the very words themfelves , 
the fubjlance of the bread is changed into the body of 
Chrift, and the fubftance of the wine into his blood: 
yet Jo that whole Chrift is contained under the fpe- 
cies of bread, and whole under the fpecies of wine: 
aljb in every part of the confecrated boft and conj'e - 

crated 

t pag- 3°> 3 1 • 

* Sacerdos, in perfona Chrifti loquens, hoc conficit facramentum. 
Nam, ipforum verborum virtute, fubftantia panis in corpus Chrifti, 
4 c fubftantia vini in fanguinem, convertuntur: ita tamen, quod to- 
tus Chriftus continetur fub fpecie panis. Sc totus fub ipccie vini; fub 
qualibet quoque parte hoftiae confecratae Sc vini confecrati, fepara- 
tione fafta, totus eft Chriftus, Labbt \ Crnil * tom* XIII. feg* 537* 
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crated •wine , when a feparation is made , there 
is whole Chrijl. Here they have told us how 
they difpofe of the body and blood of our blefled 
Saviour. But what contrivance the church has 
made for his foul and divinity , to make good 
what is affirmed in the Vth and Vlth articles of 
this creed j whether they mean, that there are 
as many Jouls and divinities , as according to their 
dodtrine there are bodies , of Chrift; one in every 
bit of every confecrated hoft, and in every drop 
of confecrated wine; or how they have ordered 
it: I have not yet learned. Something of this 
kind, I take for granted, there muft be: other- 
wife how, according to their own dodtrine, can 
there be whole Chrijl in every bit and every drop ? 
But fure I am, that no man, who has juft fenti- 
ments of the wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and 
goodnefs of the divine being, can ever, confi- 
ftently with thofe fentiments, believe, that fuch a 
dodtrine as this is necejfary to falvation. 


VII. Ifiedfafily hold , that there is a 
j purgatory : and that the fouls there de¬ 
tained receive help by the fuffrages of 
the faithful. 

This article receives its explication from thofe 
paflages in the council of Trent, which teach us:* 

L 2 that 

0 Si quis, poft acceptam juftificationis gratiam, cuilibet pecca- 
tori poenitenti ita culpam remitti, & reatum aeternas poenae deleri 
ditferit, ut nullus remaneat reatus poenae temporalis, exfolvendsc vel 
in hoc feculo, vel in futuro in purgatorio, antequam ad regna calo- 
rum aditus pater? poffit: anathema fit, Sejf VI. can. 30 . 
jujlificationt. 
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that penitent fmners, notwithfanding their jujii - 
Jication in the fight of God, Jlill remain liable to 
punijhment for their Jins, to be infliBed either in 
this world or in purgatory , before they can arrive 
at the kingdom of heaven: and that * the Mafs is 
a true propitiatory facrifice, not only for the living, 
but jor the dead in Chrijt, who are not yet fully 
cleanjed-, and that it is regularly offered up for 
that purpofe, according to the tradition of the apo- 
files. 

The whole relies upon a tradition , falfly afcri- 
bed to the apoftles; there being nothing in their 
writings which favours any fuch dodtrine, but 
many things contrary to it. The whole tenor of 
the dodtrine of the apoftles reprefents the prefent 
ftate as the only ftate of probation. Tne apo- 
ftle Paul particularly, in the place already quoted, 
aflures us, 2 Cor. V. 10. that as we mufi allfiand 
before the judgment feat of Chrif ; fo every one 
of us fall receive the things done in his body, ac¬ 
cording to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. And fuch a dodtrine as this has a proper 
and immediate tendency to make men careful of 
their prefent behaviour; diligent to fettle good 
habits and difpolitions in their minds, fuited to 
the purity of the heavenly ftate, which is fet be¬ 
fore them in profpedt: whereas the teaching men 
to hope, that after a carelefs, and even a vicious 
courfe of life in this worjd, their fins may be 

purged 


* Sacrificium iftud vere propitiate.rium [fc. Mi Ha] non folum 
pro fidelium vivorum peccatis, poenis, fatisfadionibus, Sc aliis ne* 
ceflitatibus ; fed Sc pro defundis in Chrifto, nondum ad plenum 
purgatis, rite, jyxta Apollolorum traditionem, ofiertur. Sejf 
XXII. de jaerify cap. 2. 
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purged away by the prayers of others, offered up 
for them after their death, is a diredt encourage¬ 
ment to the negledt of all ferious religion. But 
if the people were allowed to think thus; then 
vaft treafures would be loft to the priefts ; for 
whole prayers, in behalf of the dead, the money 
is paid by the furviving relations. 

And whereas it is pretended, * that * louls 

* which depart this life in God’s grace, yet not 

* without fome lefier ftains or guilt of punilh- 

* ment, which retard them from entring heaven, 

* are for thofe little, or venial fins, as they are cal- 

* led, punilhed in purgatorythat is utterly in- 
confiftent with the dodtrine of the new teftament. 
Particularly, ’tis inconfiftent with the declaration 
of the apoftle, i "John I. 7. If we walk in the light t 
as he is in the light , we have fellowjhip one with an¬ 
other , and the blood of Jefus Chrift his Son cleanf- 
eth us from all fin. Thele words are evidently 
fpoken concerning chriftians: and by affirming 
in general, that the blood of Cbrijl cleanfeth them 
from all fins , leave no pretence to imagine, that 
they are left to atone for their fmaller fins by a 
temporal punilhment in purgatory; particularly 

* for fuch fins as even the bell of God’s fervants 

* are more or lels liable to.’ And yet for thefe,- 
it is-f-affirmed, they go to purgatory; whereas 
the Romanifis univerfally agree, that the wicked 
go not to purgatory, but to hell. It is inconfi¬ 
ftent likewife with that text, Rev. XIV. 13. 
BlejJ'ed are the dead who die in the Lord\ from 
henceforth: yea, faith the Spirit , that they may 
refi from their labours ; and their works do follow 

them. 

* Grounds, pag. 34, 37. f Ibid, 
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them. For if * chriftians, either by fudden death 

* or otherwife, are taken out of this life before 

* they have repented for their ordinary failings; 
« or, if having been formerly guilty of greater 

* fins, they have not made full atonement for 

* them to the divine juftice,’ (which is the pro¬ 
fane expreflion of the author of the Grounds of 
cath. doft. p. 34.) but go to purgatory, not- 
withflanding that they die in the Lord: then ’tis 
certain that they do not reft from their labours. 
On the contrary, unlefs they happen to have rich 
friends to pray them out, they are, according to 
the Romifh dodtrine, in a Hate of the moll ex¬ 
treme torment; and may, for aught the church 
of Rome knows, remain therein even to the day 
of the refurredtion; and this notwithllanding 
that * they * depart this life in God’s grace, and 

* have been guilty only of *f* venial frailties and 

* imperfedtions, fuch as even God’s bell fer- 

* vants are more or lefs liable to.’ 

I might have added; that for the reafons above- 
mentioned, the dodtrine of purgatory is inconfi- 
llent with the words of our blelfed Saviour, 
fohn V. 24. and with thofe of St. Paul , Rom. 

VIII. 1. But w t are to remember, that this 
dodtrine chiefly depends upon a pretended apo- 
Jlolical tradition , no where to be found in the 
writings of the apollles, or in any part of the 
new tellament; and that it is to fuch pretended 
traditions , which are really the effedt of crafty 
invention, long fince the time of the apollles, 
that the church of Rome owes its chief fupport. 


* Grounds, pag. 34. •}• Ibid. 
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The Romanijls indeed do not fail to quote 
lcripture for their dodtrine of purgatory. Parti¬ 
cularly, they * produce the words of St. Paul, 
i Cor. III. 15. If any man’s work Jhall be burnt, 
he Jhall fuffer loj's: but be himfelf Jhall be J'aved ; 
yet Jo as by Jre. But it is evident, that this 
being Javed Jo as by Jre , is ufed by the apoftle 
only as a proverbial expreffion, to fignify the 
difficulty and danger of fuch a perfon’s condition, 
who has built wood, hay , and Jubble , that is, 
worthlefs dodtrines and traditions, like thofe of 
the church of Rome , upon the one and only foun¬ 
dation, JeJus Chrijl. A like proverbial expref¬ 
fion is that of Jude, ver. 22.23. Of f ome have 
compajjon , making, a difference: and others Jove 
•with fear , pulling them out of the Jre. And to the 
like purpofe isthat in Amos, IV. n. Te were 
as a f rebrand, pluckt out of the burning. But 
nothing can be infer’d from fuch expteffions in 
favour of purgatory. Nor is there any more 
ground for it in that pther proverbial expreffion,-j- 
Mat. XII. 32. Whofoever fpeaketh a word againjl 
the Holy GboJ, it Jhall not be forgiven him , neither 
in this world, nor in the world to come: for this only 
fignifies, in general, that this fin ffiall never be 
forgiven at v all. This is the interpretation which 
two other evangelifts give, in fpeaking of the 
very lame thing. But if we were to take our 
Saviour’s words in parts; will the Romanijs pre¬ 
tend there ffiall in no fenfe be any forgivenefs in 
the world to come ? Shall not the faithful fer- 
•vants of God be folemnly acquitted of all fins at 
the day of judgment ? Will not their % J m he 

blotted 

* Grounds, p. 35. pag. 36. J Afts III. 19. 
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blotted out , when the times of refrefhing Jhall 
come from the prefence of the Lord ? However, 
whether this be the ftridt and proper fenfe of for* 
givenefs, or not; the Romijh purgatory is, even 
according to their own dodtrine, no ftate of for* 
givenefs, but of punifhment: and therefore this 
text can do them no good in defence of that do* 
dlrine. No more can the words of St. Peter* 
i Pet . III. 18, 19, 20. concerning Chriffs 
preaclnngtothefpirits inprifon. For, whether 
this text is to be underftood concerning a middle 
ftate or not; it is too obfcure to found an article 
of faith upon; and manifeftly one of thofe, of 
the exadt meaning whereof a good chriftian may 
fafely be ignorant or miftaken. Yet this, and like* 
wife that paffage, -j- Mat.Y. 25,26. relating to quite 
different affairs, is, for want of better proofs, forced 
into the fervice of purgatory. And fo is that apocry¬ 
phal text, 1 2 Machab. XII. 43,44, 45. concerning 
Judas's praying and offering a fm-offering^ and 
making reconciliation for the dead , that they 
might be delivered from Jin. But it is an odd 
kind of proceeding in an author, in order to 
prove by tradition that purgatory is a chriftian 
dodtrine, firft to aflert, * that the || JewiJh church 

* long before our Saviour’s coming offered prayers 

* and facrifice for the repofe and relief of the 

* faithful departed;’ and then, for proof of a 
point fo remote from his proper queftion, to have 
his only recourfe to the books of Machabees ; 
which books he himfelf, from the teftimony of 
St. Aujlin t acknowledges the Jews do not ac¬ 
count canonical. If he would prove this td 

have 

* Grounds, pag. 36. fibid. t ihid.. J ibid. - * 
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have been the practice of the Jews j he fhould 
do it from fome one or more books, which the 
Jews acknowledge to be canonical, and not from 
books which they have always rejected. And 
one would think, that when the books of Ma- 
chabees firft appeared, the Jews mull have been 
the proper judges, whether they were genuine and 
canonical or not} lince they treat wholly of the 
affairs of their nation, and were manifeftly de- 
figned to favour their caufe. Indeed, which is 
more to the purpofe, the fame author affirms; 

* that •* the chriftian church, from the very be- 

* ginning, in all ages and nations, has offered 

* prayers and facrifices for the dead.’ But even 
if he had ffiewn how early he dates this beginning,. 
by producing the moft ancient of his proofs, (and 
proteftants do not deny that fome corruptions had 
an early beginning) yet it wou’d avail but very 
little, while there is fuch a text to be found in the 
new teftament, as that of St. Paul already quo-* 
ted: which affures us, that every one mujl at the 
judgment-feat of Chrijl receive the things done in 
his body , (i. e. done in the prefent ftate of trial) 
according to that which he bath done, whether it 
be good, or whether it be bad. For the plain con- 
fequence of this is, that prayers and facrifices, of¬ 
fer’d up for us after we are out of the body , come 
too late to do us any fervice. 


VIII. I do likewife JledfaJlly hold , that 
the faints reigning with Chrift are to be 
M venerated 


0 Grounds* p. 36* 
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•venerated and invocated\ and that they 
offer up prayers to God for us ; and that 
their reliques are to ke had in veneration. 

The praying to faints, that they may pray for 
us, is directly conflituting them mediators be¬ 
tween God and us. And the practice of praying 
to them with this view is fo far from being denk 
ed by the Romifli church, that it is made a part 
of their publick devotions. Thus a great part of 
their * litany conlifts of immediate addrefles to 
the •virgin Mary to St. Michael, St. Gabriel. 
St. Raphael , and all the holy angels and archan¬ 
gels, and# all the holy orders of blejjedfpirits ; to 
St. John the baptift, and all the holy patriarchs 
and prophets ; to St. Peter, St. Paul, St. Andrew, 
and all the Ivoly apojlles and evangelijls by name ; 
and then again to all of them together, without 
their names; _ to all the holy difciples of our Lord, 
and all the holy innocents ; to St. Stephen, St. Lau¬ 
rence, St. Vincent, St. Fabian and Sebajlian, 
St. Anthony, St. Benedict, St. Francis, St. Do- 
minic, St. Mary Magdalene, St. Agnes, St. Ca¬ 
tharine, and a vaft number of other faints, both 
male and female, by name; befides a general 
application to all the holy martyrs, to all the holy 
Popes and conf.effort, all the holy doblors, all the ho¬ 
ly monks and hermits, all the holy priejls and Le¬ 
vi tes, all the holy virgins and widows ; with the 
additiop of thefe words to every name, or every 
article, pray for us: and after all this, that no 

one 

* Ritual. Roman. Antuerp. ap. Plantiu. 1635. pag. 107, to8, 
.top, jio. 
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one mediator may be negledted, this general 
prayer is added; O all ye holy men, and holy wo-> 
men of God, intercede for us. 

But belides thefe general applications, it is al- 
moft endlefs to enumerate the particular prayers 
addrefled to particular faints, efpecially to the 
virgin Mary, fome of them asking the intercef- 
lion of thefe faints with Chrift and with God 
the father i and others diredtly asking of the 
faints themfelves a deliverance from all evils, in 
this life, and in that which is to come. To this 
purpole * the fong afcribed to St. Ambrofe and 
St. Aujlin, commonly called ‘Te Deum, is turned 
into a hymn of praife to the virgin Mary: and 
after profeffing to her, that all angels and arch¬ 
angels and principalities humbly ferve her-, that all 
the high pcrners and celejlial dominations obey her j 
that every angelical creature with a delightful voice 
proclaims her holy, holy, holy Mary, the virgin 
mother of God that the glorious choir of apofles 
praijes her; that the afembly of blejj'ed martyrs 
glorifies her ; that the whole celejlial court honours 
her as the queen of heaven -, and after calling her 
M 2 the 

* Tibi omnes angeli Sc archangeli; tibi omnes principatus humi¬ 
lk ti ferviunt: tibi omnes poteilates Sc fupema: virtutes ; tibi omnes' 
ccelorum dominationes obediunt: te cuncta angelica creatura dele- 
diabili voce proclamat, fanfta, fanfta, fandta Maria, mater Dei & 
virgo: te gloriofus apoftolorum chorus creatoris matrem collaudat: 
te martyrum ccetus beatorum Chrifti genitricem glorihcat; te tota 
ccelellis curia ccelorum reginam honorat: — tu vena es mifericor- 

diae, tu refugium peccatoris.-Salva nos, populum fervorum tuo- 

rum; ut fimus participes hsereditatis .tuae ; dignare, dulcis Maria, 
jiunc & Temper fine deli&o nos cuflodire : miferere noftri, domina; 
miferere noftri: hat mifericordia tua magna nobifcum, quia, Maria, 
in te confidimus: in te, dulcis Maria, Iperavimus, ut nos dcfendas 
in aeternum. Amen. Horrulus animce, adufum Romanum; Antucrfi, 
of. Planlin , 1556.227, 228. ,229. 
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the vein of mercy, and the refuge of a finner j the 
addrefs ends with thefe petitions: Jave us, the 
people of thy fervants j that we may be partaken 
of thy inheritance ; vouchjafe, o fweet Mary, now 
and always to keep us without fin-, have mercy up* 
on us. Lady, have mercy upon us-, let thy mercy 
be great towards us, becaufe, o Mary, we put our 
trull in thee ; in thee, oJweet Mary, we have ho¬ 
ped, that thou maijl defend us for ever. Amen. 

To the fame purpofe are numerous other prayers 
to the blefled virgin. One of which towards the 
end has thefe words: * I befeech thee — refcue and 
protedl mefrom the punijhments of hell, and make 
me partaker of celefiial joys. Another has the 
following, "f Comfort the finner-, and give not 
thy honour to another, or to a cruel one, I befeech 
tbee, o queen of heaven. Have me excufed before 
Chrifi thy Jon -, whofe anger I fear, and of whofe 
fury I am afraid. For againjl tbee only, o virgin 
Mary, have I finned: be not thou a fir anger from 
me, o full of heavenly grace. Be thou the keeper 
of my heart: fign me with the fear of God. Give 
me foundnefs <f life, and decency of manners. 
Grant me to avoid Jins, and to love that which is 
jufi. Another, which is call’d a recommendation 

to 

m Me Iiberes Sc protegas a pcenis infemi: Sc participem me facial 
cceleftium gaudiorum. Hortul. anim. fag. 227. 

+ Confolare peccatorem : Sc ne tuum des honorem alieno aut cru- 
deli; precor te, regina coeli. Me habeto excufatum, apud Chri¬ 
sm, tuum natum: cujus iram expavefco, Sc furorem pertimefco. 
Nam peccavi tibi foli: o Maria virgo, noli effe mihi aliena, gratia 
coelefti plena. Elio cullos cordis mei: figna me timore Dei: con¬ 
fer vitae fanitatem ; Sc da morum honeflatem. Da peccata me vi- 
tare, & quod julhun ell amare. fag, 289, 
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to the bleffed virgin, is as follows. 0 % virgin 

Mary, the hope 6 f myfoul, next to God: - I 

hefeech thee to keep me from fins, from fcandals , 
from all human confufion, from the wrath of the 
tremendous judgment, prom unclean thoughts, from 
all mortal fin, from Judden and unexpected deaths 
from all dangers of foul and body , of my reputa¬ 
tion, and my Jubfiance: nor do thou ever fuffer 
me fo to fin, as to lofe thy favour. Give me 
amendment of what is paft , Jecurity of what is 
prefent, and cautioufnefs about what is to come. 
Give me in this life a ready affifiance: and do thou 
in the tremendous judgment Jpeak for me to thy Jon , 
our Lord Jefus Chrifi. Amen. 

A great part of thefe prayers, ’tis evident, con- 
fifts of direct petitions to the virgin, for fuch 
things as both fcripture and reafon teach us to ask 
of God only: tho' other parts go no further than 
to declare a confidence in her mediation for ob¬ 
taining benefits. And to fuch a monftrous height 
were things carried in this refpedfc, about the time 
when this creed of Pius IVth was framed; that 
whereas thefe prayers had been much ufed, and 
for that purpofe publifhed in books of devotion, 
particularly in the Hortulus animce , printed by 
Plant in at Antwerp, 1566, from which I have 

here 

% Spes anim* me* poft Deum, virgo Maria:-precor te/ 

at ferves me a peccatis, £ fcandalis, ab oftini confufione humana, 
ab ira juditii tremendi, ab immundis cogitationibus, ab omni mor¬ 
tal! peccato, a fubitanea & improvifa morte, ab omnibus periculis 
_anim*, & corporis, honoris, & rerom mearumt nec unquam me ta¬ 
le permittas facere peccatum, quo gratiam tuam amittam. Da 
-raihi de pr*teritis emendationem, de prasfentibus cuftodiam, de fu- 
turis cautelam. Da mihi in hac vita promptum adjutorium : efto 
mihi in tremendo judicio praelocutrix apud fUium tuum, Dominum 
noftrmn, Jefiim Chriftum. Amen. fag. 266. 
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here tranfcribed them; his lucceflor, Pius V* 
thought fit to reform the Office of the bleffied vir¬ 
gin, and, for the fake of uniformity, asne him- 
felf declares in his conftitution, published in the 
year 1571, and prefix’d to fome editions of that 
Office, to forbid the ufe of any other than that 
which he himfelf let forth. Yet even in this re¬ 
formed Office the following prayers remain upon 
record, not very different from thofe already reci¬ 
ted. 

. * I befeech thee, 0 holy Lady Mary, mother of 
God, - - - - confolation of the defolate, way of the 

•wanderers, falvation of all that hope in thee, - 

fountain of mercy, fountain of falvation and of 
grace, fountain of piety and of joy, fountain of 

life and of pardon; - that with all thefaints 

and eleft of God thou wouldfl come and haflen to 
my help ; in all my prayers and petitions, in all my 
Jlraits and neceffities, and in all thofe affairs,where- 
m I am to aft or Jpeak or think any thing, all the 
days and nights and hours and moments of my life. 

% O my holy Lady Mary: to thee, and to thy 
blejjed proteftion, and fingular cufiody, and into 

the 

* Obfecro te, domina fanda Maria, mater Dei-confolatio 

defolatorum, via errantium, falus omnium in te {perantium — fons 
mifericordite; fons ialutis, Sc gratis ; fons pietati?, Sc Istitiae ; fons 

vitae, & veniae : -ut cum omnibus iandis Sc eledis Dei venias. 

Sc feftines, in auxilium Sc coniilium meum ; in omnibus orationibOs 
Sc pedtionibus meis; in omnibus anguftiis Sc neceilitatibus meis; Sc 
omnibus illis rebus, in quibus ego fum aliquid fadurus, Sc locuturus, 
aut cogitaturus, omnibus diebus, ac nodibus, horis atque momentis 
vitae mex. Offic. B. Maria Firg. Fcnet • 1657. Svo. pa§. 473, 
Sec . 

X O domina mea fanda Maria : me in tuam benedidam. fidem 
ac fingularem cuilodiam, Sc in finum mifericordiae tuae, hodie. Sc 
quotidie. Sc inhora exitus mei, animam me*m Sc corpus meum tibi 

commendo: 
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the bofom of thy mercy, I do this day, and every 
day, and in the hour of my departure, commend 
myfelf, my foul, and my body. jAll my hope, and 
my confolation, all my ftraits and mijeries, my life, 
and the end of it, I commit to thee j that by thy 
mojl holy interceftion, and by thy merits, all my 
•works may be directed and difpofed, according to 
thine and thy fon's will. Amen. 

* O Mary, mother of God, and gracious vir¬ 
gin, true comforter of all the defolate that cry un¬ 
to thee: by that great joy, with which thou waft 
comforted, when thou didft know that the Lord Je- 
J'us was rifen from the dead on the third day, not to 
fujfer any more ; be thou the comforter of my foul: 
and in the lajl day, when with my foul and body I 
fhall arife, to render an account of all my aBions, do 
thou vouchfafe to help me, with regard to him who 
is thy Jon, and the only begotten of God. By thee, 
o kind mother and virgin, may I be enabled to 
efcape the Jentence of perpetual damnation j and 
with all thf ele£l of God happily to attain eternal 
joyf. Amen. 

There 


commendo : omnem fpem meam, Sc confolationem meam ; omnes 
anguftias Sc miferias meas, vitam. Sc finem vitae meae, tibi commit- 
to: ut per tuam fandiffimam interceflionem, Sc per tua merita, om¬ 
nia mea dirigantur Sc difponantur opera, fecundum tuam, tuique filii 
voluntatem. Amen. Offic. B. Maria *virg. fag. 481. 

* O Maria, Dei genitrix. Sc virgo gratiofit; omnium defolato^ 
rum ad te clamantium confolatrix vera: per illud magnum gaudi- 
um, quo confolata es, quando cognovifti Dominum Jefum die terria 
a mortuis impaffibilem refurrexifle ; fis confolatrix animae mex: Sc 
apud eundem, tuum, & Dei natum unigenitum, in die noviffimo, 
quando cum anima Sc corpore ero refurredurus, Sc de lingulis meis 
fadis rationem redditurus, me digneris juvare. Perpetuae damna- 
tionis fententiam per te, pia mater Sc virgo, valeam evadere; Sc, 
com ^Jedis Dei omnibus, a 4 sterna gaudia feliciter pervenire. 
Amen. fag. 482. 
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There .is * another prayer ftill retain’d in the 
lame Office, addrefs’d to the virgin jointly with 
the evangelift John, and to the fame purpofe with 
the reft, fo far as the recommending to them body 
and foul', and befeeching them to be every hour and 
moment, both inwardly and outwardly, firm pro- 
teBors, as well as kind, interceffiors with God. 
There remains likewife, in the lame reformed 
Office, the lamentation of the bleffed virgin : at 
the end of which are thefe words. ^ O virgin, 
let me be defended by thee in the day of judgment: 
grant that I may be guarded by the crofs of Chrifl-, 
J'ecured by his death, and cherifhed by his grace: 
and when my body Jhall die, grant that the glory of 
faradije may be given to my foul. Amen. And 
every one knows, that thofe hymns are ftill re¬ 
tained, in which among other addrefles, are 
thefe that follow. || Mary, thou mother of 
grace, and Jweet parent of cletnency-, proteB us 
from the enemy, and receive us in the hour of 

death. -*f* LooJ'e the bands of the guilty-, bring 

forth light to the blind-, drive away all our evils j 
demand for us every bleffing. - - - make us meek and 
chafte, deliver'd from our faults. 

The 

* Vobis duobus ego miferrimus peccator commendo hodie corpus 
& animam meam : ut in omnibus horis atque momentis, interius & 
exterius, fir mi cufiodes &c pii apud Deuni interceffores mihi exiflere 
dignemini. fag. 477, 478. 

J Per te, virgo, fim defenfus in die judicii: fac me cruce cuftodi- 
ri; morte Chrifti prcmuniri; confoveri grati£: quando corpus mo- 
rietur, fac ut 4nimaj donetur paradifi gloria. Amen, fag, 480, 
481. 

|| Maria, mater gratia?, dulcis parens clementiae 5 tu nos ab hofte 
protege ; Sc mortis bora fufeipe. Ojfic, B, Maries <virg, mdfrimam ; 

f Solve vincla reis ; prefer lumen cascis; mala noftra pelle; bona 

cunfta pofee.-■ nqs, culpis folutqs, mites foe & caftos. Ojfic , ft 

virg, ad <vefperas. 
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The Hortulus anima , fo far as relates to 
fome prayets therein addrefs’d to the blefled Vir¬ 
gin, and others to fi&itious faints, was fupprefs’d 
by the forementioned conftitution of Ptus V. 
But there are many of the like kind in that' col¬ 
lection, which do not feem to be affeCted with 
this prohibition; addrefied to faints, who are 
without all doubt acknowledged by the church 
of Rome, and prayed to in their public litanies; 
and containing diredt petitions for fpiritual and 
eternal benefits, as well as for interceffion with 
God. To this purpofe are thole petitions to the 
* patriarchs and prophets in general; pray for 
my Jim, and expel iniirely the darknefs of error 
from my heart . To the fame purpofe is that re¬ 
markable prayer to -f- St. Philip. O holy Philip , 
apojlle of our Lord ; who did/l defre of the only 
begotten Son of the Father, that he would jhew 
the Father to thee and to thy affociatvs: I miferable 
finner , cowered with the filth of all crimes, intreat 
thee, that thou wouldjl deliver me from all dam¬ 
nation, and wrath to come ; and wouldfl lead me, 
joyful and adorned with lamps, to the kingdom of 
glory. To the fame purpofe, and fome of them 
rather flronger, if poffible, are the prayers to 
£ St. James , JJ St. Paul, ** St. Bartholomew , 

N St. Simon 

• Qbfecrate ]pro peccatis meis; expcllite penitus fcaliginem cor- 
dis mei. liartul. atiim. fag* 295. 

+ San&e Philippe, apoltole Domini; qui ab unigenito Patris Fi- 
lio eundem Patrem tibi & fociis tuis oflendi pedfti: te mifer ego 
peccator, omnium criminum fordibus obvolutus, deprecor, ut me 
ab omni damnatione & a ventura ira liberes, Sc lampadibos orna- 
tum &^aetum ad regnum glorias perducas. fag. 296. 

J Sandle Jacobe Alphei: per gratiam, qua frater Domini vocari 
tneruiUi, te deprecor: ut me a praefenti flagello, a confuetudine pec- 

candi, 

| Hort. anim . pag. 298. 


pag. 299, 
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* St. Simon the Canaanite and St. Jude, -j- St. An* 
drew , and St. Thomas , the J rythmical prayer 
to all the apoftles ■, and many others, too tedious 
to enumerate. 

Now if you afk, what foundation there is for 
thefe things •, what ground for a chriftian's pro- 
fefling as an article of his faith, that faints are 
to be worjhiped and prayed to , and that they of¬ 
fer up prayers to God for us: it muft be re¬ 
folded wholly into the authority of the church, 
.and the commandment of men j for the fcripture 
teaches us quite another dodtrine. The rule of 
the new teftament is, that we worfhip and pray 
to God alone, in the name of his Son Jeliis 
Chrift. This appears by the directions given by 
our Lord himfelf to his apoftles, a little before 
his afcenfion into heaven, and with a view to it, 
John XVI. 23. where the two verbs ipwntu 
and derm feem to be ufed in the fame fenfe. 

In that day ye Jhall afk me nothing: - whatfoever 

ye Jhall ajk the Father in my name , he will give it 
you. And again, ver 26. At that day ye Jhall ajk 
in my name: [«nvotedt ] and I fay not unto you 
that I will pray the Father for you ; for the Fa¬ 
ther himfelf loveth you , becaufe ye have loved me, 
and have believed that I came out from God. In 
thefe paffages our Lord fpeaks very plainly his 

mind, 

candi, ab immimditia cordis & corporis, & a ventura ira libercs > 
& auream coronam mihi reddas, quae variis gemmarum floribus 
fulgeat, ac ccelelti lumine fplendefcat. In Engltjb thus. O holy 
James, the fon of Alfheus: by that grave, whereby thou didft attain 
to become the brother of our Lord, I befeech thee to refcue me from the 
prefent fcourge, from the habit of finning, from uncleannefs of heart 
and body, and from the wrath to come; and to grant me a golden 
crown, fiarkling with various flowers of gems, and Jbintng with a 
heavenly light . pag. 296, 297. 

* P*g- 300, f p. 30 w % 5 ° 4 \ 
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mind, that his difciples ffiould pray to the Fa¬ 
ther in his name. But tho’ he encourages them 
to hope for his interceffion with the Father $ 
yet he is far from giving pofitive directions for 
their praying even to himfelf for that interceffion. 
Much lets therefore can it be his mind, that his 
difciples ffiould pray to angels and departed faints, 
and truft to their interceffion; even fuppofing it 
were certain that they fee our condition, and 
hear the prayers offered to them: and much left 
Hill, that direCt petitions ffiould be offered to 
them, for deliverance from all evils, and for the 
happinefs of eternal life. Even the making 
them mediators is utterly inconliftent with the 
plain declaration of the apoftle, i Tim. II. 5. 
that there is one God , and one mediator between 
God and men , the man Chriji Jefus ; and incon¬ 
liftent with thofe paffages before cited, where 
Chrift directed his difciples to pray to the Father 
in his name , and left no room for the name of any 
other mediator befides himfelf: much lefs did he 
leave room for offering up petitions to faints or 
angels, for thofe fpiritual bleffings, which God a- 
lone difpenfes through the mediation of his Son. 
Let it therefore be ever fo confidently * denied, 
that by praying to faints the papifts mean addref. 
fng to them as dijpofers of grace or glory : yet we 
lee it is common in the Romijh church to pray 
to them direCtly for purity of heart and life , for 
deliverance from wrath to come, and for a happy 
immortality ; befides the praying to obtain thefe 
bleffings through their merits and interceffion. , 

I have been fo large upon the former part of 
N 2 this 

* Grounds of cath. doft. pag. 4a. 
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this article, that proteftants might fee, by the 
examples produced, what they would fcarce have 
believed, had it been only related in a general 
way. 

As to the latter part, the veneration paid to 
the reliques of faints: it is no wonder that the 
priefts do all that lies in their power to encourage 
the people in It, becaufe of theimmenfe gains 
which themfelves receive from it: an argument, 
which we have reafon to believe is of much 
greater force with them, than that which the fy- 
hod of ‘Trent ( Sejf. XXV.) pretends to be moved 
by; which is, that the bodies of the faints have 
been temples of the holy Ghojl. However, even 
this will never juftify that fuperftitious venera* 
tion of the fuppofed remains of dead feints, with 
which the church of Rome abounds. The whole 
depends upon the commandments of men, inflead 
of the authority of God. Yet for all thele 
things the Romanijls pretend to bring arguments 
from fcripture. 

For the veneration of reliques, they have *f* 
recourfe to 2 Kings, XIII. 21. where we are told 
of a dead man railed to life by the bones of th? 
prophet Ehfja. But they ought to remember at 
the feme time, that we have no account of any 
worfhip paid to thefe dead bones; nor any dire-, 
dtion or encouragement for fuch worlhip, in this, 
or in any other text whatever. On the contrary we 
are alfured, in the cafe of another extraordinary 
prophet, that is, Mofes ; that God buried him in 
fuch a manner, that no man knoweth of his fepul- 
chre unto this day ; JDeut. XXXIV. 6. And it 

feems^ 

f Grounds, pag. 46. 
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feems, with good reafon, to be generally belie¬ 
ved, that this was on purpofe to prevent that fu- 
perftitious veneration, which the Ifraelites might 
have been in danger of (hewing to his dead body. 
As to the* carrying from the body of Paul handker¬ 
chiefs and aprons to the fick, and the difeajes there¬ 
upon departing from them , and evil jpir its going 
out of them ; ASls XIX. 12. that is likewife an 
inftance of the wonderful power of God, and 
a teftimony of his approving the doctrine which 
Paul preached. But the very filence concerning 
any veneration paid to the handkerchiefs and aprons 
themfelves, concurs with common fenfe to allure 
us, that no veneration was or ought to be paid to 
them. 

For the veneration of faints and of an¬ 
gels, the author of the *f* Grounds produces 
a number of texts, fignifying that they are ho¬ 
noured of God: all which we acknowledge, as 
well as the papifts, and yet dare not worfhip 
them. Many of the texts relate only to angels, 
their dignity and * office of miniftring: which 
will never prove that they fhould be worffiiped, 
while God himfelf has given no direction or al¬ 
lowance for that purpofe. As to Rev. II. 26, 27. 
and V. 10. they are figurative expreffions, relating 
to the happinels and glory of fome future ftate; 
but no manner of foundation for prefent wor- 
lhip to departed faints. As to the quotation 
from Bxod. XXIII. 20, 21, and JoJh. V. 14. iy. 
our author Would do well to confider, whether 
they were not meant concerning the Logos, the 
Son of God, Certain it is, that the latter of 

thepi 

* Grounds, p?g. 46.' + pa^g. 38* 39, 40. 
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them was fo expounded by * Eufebius ; and be¬ 
fore him, by *f* JuJlin Martyr: and I think with 
great probability of truth. As for the Virgin 
Mary's faying, Luke I. 48. From henceforth all 
generations Jhall call me blejfed: it plainly means, 
that all generations would pronounce her happy, 
and highly favoured oj God ; as the Angel in his 
lalutation, ver. 28. declared her to be: and 
yet it gives her no title to religious worfhip. 
hior will the diftindtion between the honour faid 
to be given to her and other faints, and that 
which is given to God, excufe the papifts from 
the charge of idolatry, any more than it would 
excufe the heathens: many of whom plainly 
fhewed, that they acknowledged one fupreme 
deity, at the fame time that they paid religious 
worfhip to their dead heroes. 

But it is | alledged, that the ‘ faints and an- 
* gels pray for us.’ And in proof of this we are 
tefer’d to the angel’s prayer for Jerufalem, Zech. 
J. 12. In anfwer to which it is fufficient to fay j 
that this prayer was delivered in company and 
converfation with the prophet; and that the pro¬ 
phet did not pray to him to offer up that prayer. 
Jt is likewife alledged, from Rev. V. 8. and VIII. 4, 
that the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb , having every one 
of them harps and golden vials,full of odours t 
yohicb are the prayers of the faints: and that the 
fmoak of the incenje , with the prayers of the faints , 
afcended up before God, out of the Angels hand, 
$ow, with regard to both thefe, it is fufficient 

tQ 

* Hift. ecclef. lib. I. cap. 2. -f- Dial. cuxo. Tryph. edit. Paiif. 
161 j. pag. 386. J Gropds, pag. 40. 
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to fay; that paflages of fuch a myftieal nature 
ought never to be brought for vindication of a 
pradtice, which is contrary to the tenor of plain 
icripture. Particularly with regard to the latter, 
it appears probable from ver. 3. immediately 
preceding, that the angel fpoken of was the Son 
of God himfelf, the one and only mediator be u 
tween God and men. And with regard to the 
former palfage: the four living creatures and 
twenty-four elders feem defigned to reprefent 
all the faints in general, offering up their owrt 
prayers and thankfgivings; not the faints in hea¬ 
ven praying for the faints on earth. 

The argument taken from the * care and con¬ 
cern of the faints above for their brethren upon 
earth, and from the continuance of their chari¬ 
ty, gives no more reafon for our praying to them 
to pray for us, than it Would for a man in the moll 
fouthern part of England to call oat to a pious 
and loving friend in the north of Scotland\ to 
pray for him. As for the rich glutton in hell\ his 
petitioning in favour of his fve brethren upon 
earth: that is manifeflly no moie than a figure 
of fpeech, fuited to the parable, of which it is 
a part j and defigned by our Saviour to introduce 
the obfervation, that no endeavours of others can 
do us good, if we do not take care of our felves, 
in attending to that difpenfatioi by which we 
fhall hereafter be judged. The prayer of the 
fouls of the martyrs, for juftice ag^inft their per- 
fecutors, is alike figurative; and taken from a 
book, which is figurative almoft throughout: 
nor can it be defigned for any thing more, than 

to 


* Grounds, pag. 41. 
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to fignify, that divine juftice will certainly over¬ 
take cruel perfecutors, luch as are the leading men 
of the church of Rome; concerning whom in 
particular it leems intended. And as to the words 
of our Lord, Luke XVI. 9. they are plainly 
meant in general concerning the future rewards of 
benevolence: and the expreffion, [that they may 
receive you into everlajiing habitations ] fignifies no 
more, accordingly to the well known phrafeolo- 
gy of the eaftern countries, than [that ye may be 
received^ or, [ye (hall be received ] into everlajiing 
habitations: nor does it contain any intimations 
of being helped to heaven by thofe who get there 
before us. 

The texts produced, pag. 42. in behalf of the 
'invocation of faints , are all quoted to no purpofe; 
becaufe there is in no part of fcripture any dire¬ 
ction to pray to the faints in heaven for their in- 
terceffion, tno’ there are many directions to chri- 
ftians to intercede for one another here upon earth. 
And the difference of the circumftances cuts off 
any pretence of arguing from the one to the other. 
Mutual interctffion for each other here below is a 
fpur to mutual beneficence j and anfwers other 
good purpofes, which are not likely to be anfwer- 
ed between perfons who have no opportunity of 
converting together, or knowing one another's 
minds: befides that in many fcripture inftances 
there are plain directions from God, for men to 
defire their Irethren here below to pray for 
them j but nothing like it with regard to faints in 
heaven. And farther, by reafbn of the diffe- 
" rence of circumftances, there is no praying to 
them from earth to heaven, without making 

them 
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them mediators, to the difparagement of the one 
only mediator , Jefus Chrtji: of which there is 
no danger in defil ing the prayers of any particular 
perfon or congregation here upon earth. And, 
whatever was the dejign of the Romijh dodtrine 
of the invocation of faints; it is evident in faft, 
that the common people in that church do, in 
purfuance of it, apply to the mediation of the 
faints much more than to that of Jefus Chrifi: j 
and entertain falfe and pernicious fentimcnts of the 
divine being, as almoft inacceflible and inexora¬ 
ble, or at leaft as wanting continual folicitations 
from all the faints about his throne, to be kind 
to their brethren upon earth. Moreover it 
takes for granted a ridiculous round of prayers, 
and of informations relating to thole prayers; 
all inconfiftent with the tenor of fcripture do- 
dtrine; and all upon the fuppofition, that they 
have knowledge of our addrefles, which we have 
no manner of reafon to believe they have. 

For, what if there is * joy in the prefence of the 
angels of God, over one finer that repenteth ? 
Luke XV. io. If thefe and the like expreffions 
were not defigned to be figurative and hyperbo¬ 
lical, it is eafy to anfwer \ that the angels have 
their knowledge, and confequently the occafion 
of their joy, by immediate revelation from God. 
And the fame is true concerning thofe two pafla- 
ges in the Revelation ; XI. 15. XIX. 1, 2. 
What if at the refurredtion the faints fhall be 
equal to the angels; Luke XX. 36. or like un¬ 
to the angels ? Forbear worlhiping them till that 
time: and you will then clearly fee, that neither 

O the 
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the one nor the other are to be worfhiped. And 
fo indeed you may now, if you will but take 
the fcripture for your guide: which particularly 
warns you, to let no man beguile you of your re¬ 
ward t in a voluntary humility, and worjhiping 
of angels-, Col. II. 18. Surely then he mud: be 
much more a volunteer in worfhip, who will of¬ 
fer that to faints, which is forbidden to be offered 
to angels. 

But how indeed fhould either faints or angels 
know what paffes here upon earth, without im¬ 
mediate revelation from God ? How can they be 
fenfible of the feveral addreffes made to them in 
heaven, by their worfhipers 'in all parts of the 
chriftian world; unlefs you will acknowledge 
they are themfelves pofTeffed of divine perfections, 
fuch as omniprefence, omnifcience, and fearch- 
ing of the heart ? And how will that confifl with 
the honour which is due to God alone? This one 
thought is a fufficient anfwer to all the * reafon- 
ings drawn from the light of glory , enjoy’d by 
the faints and angels in heaven j and all the re¬ 
flexions upon any texts of fcripture relating to it. 

As for the example of Jacob, Gen. XLVIII. 
15, 16. the very recital of the words, I think, 
plainly fhews it was the Son of God himfelf, 
and not an ordinary angel, who is there fpoken 
of. God, before whom my fathers , Abraham 
and Ifaac, did walk •, the God, who fed me all my 
life lorg unto this day ; the angel, who redeemed 
me from all evil, blefs the lads. And the fame 
appears to have been the angel, to whom Jacob 
wept and made fupplication Hofea XII. 4. 


* Grounds, pagg. 44, 45. 
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As for the benedidtion, Rev. I. 4. in the name 
of the jeven Jpirits before the throne : I cannot 
fee that it includes any more, than that they were 
to be the minifters of that grace and peace, which 
proceed originally from God ; or that it can be 
any foundation of invocating them with religi¬ 
ous worfhip. 

But how will the Rotnanijis account for that 
remarkable example on the other fide of the 
queftion; that of the apoftle John ? who, when 
through the exceflive glory of the vifion he had 
received, he fell down at the feet of the angel from 
whom he received it, met with this reproof from 
him: See thou do it not: I am thy fellow-fervant, 
and of fby brethren , who have the te/Umony of 
JeJiis: worfhip God. The apoftle is here told 
by an angel, that he mull worjhip God, in op- 
pofition to the thought of worjhiping angels: 
and the reafon for it is, becaufe angels are only 
fellowfervants with thofe who have the tejlimony of 
JeJus. This fingle text, one would think, {hould 
be fufficient, with thofe who have any regard to 
fcripture, to overthrow the worfhip of angels 
and faints. But notwith{landing all that can be 
laid againft this practice, the church of Rome 
is refolved to retain it: and in order thereto has 
fet up her own authority againft the authority of 
God. 

The lame is to be faid concerning the next ar¬ 
ticle. 



IX. 


[ 108 ] 


IX. I do mofi firmly ajfert , that the 
images of Chrifi , and of the mother of 
God , always a virgin , and alfo of other 
faints , ought to be had and retained: 
and that due honour and veneration 
ought to be given to them . 

But what is this due veneration ? If it is to be 
underftood by the conftant practice of the Ro- 
mijh church, (nptwithftanding all their pretences 
of a defire to * remove fuperftition, and notr 
withftanding the fubterfuge of a relative honour , 
and the laboured diftindtion between M-rpeia. 
and 2 b As 12. ) it is a diredt and pofitive worjhip 
of the images themfelves. And what if the 
worfhiper does not exprefsly fay to the image 
itfelf, I worfhip thee: yet if he is diredted to 
pray to it, to profefs his hope and truft in it, 
and all this is to be attended with the folemnity 
of bowing to it, lighting candles, and burning 
incenfe before it •, what difference is the common 
people likelv to make in their minds between 
this and real worjhip ? And yet all this worship 
is, by the diredtion of the Romijh church, paid 

tQ 

• Concil. Tridejit. Sefs. XXV, 
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to a crucifix , in the following words of their 
Breviary, appointed to be ufed on the evening 
before paffion Sunday r-j- Hail o crofs, my only hope: 
do thou , in this paffion-feafon , increaje grace to the 
pious, and blot out the crimes of the guilty. 

This is a ftated public adt of devotion in the 
church of Rome. And therefore it is furprizing, 
that the author of the Grounds fhould abfolutcly 
♦deny * that the papifts pray to images; and 

* that he (hould appeal to common fenfe, and 

* to the Doway catechifm, as teaching them, 
f that images can neither fee nor hear , nor help us.' 
Hence it appears however, that to ferve the inte- 
refts of mother church, papifts can allow them- 
felves to pradtife, publicly and ftatedly, what they 
acknowledge to be contrary to their own approv’d 
religious inftrudtions, and to common fenfe. He 
tells us, in the fame page, that * papifts are not 

* taught to put truft and confidence in images, 
f as the heathens did in their idols; but are ex- 

* prefsly taught the contrary by the council of 

* Trent.' And it is certain, that the £ council 
of Trent , in the XXVth. feflion, whatever their 
defign was, does fpeak to this purpofe. But 
why then is this public adt of worfhip continued ? 
Why is every worlhiper ftill directed and obliged 

to 

+ O crux, ave, fpes unica: hoc paffionis tempore, piis adauge 
gratiam, reifque dele crimina. 

* Pag- 47* 

J Non quodfiducia in imaginibus fit figenda, velutiolim fiebata 
gentibiw, qua; in idolis fpcm fiiam collocabant. Concih Trid » 

. Sejjf % XXV. de venerat . fanfior. imag. 
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to fay, hail, o crofs, my only hope', and exprefsly 
to pray to it for grace and pardon ? Thomas Aqui¬ 
nas adted a much more honourable part, than ei¬ 
ther this author or the council itfelf, when, dif- 
courfing on this very fubjedt, he faid: £ * We 

* yield the worfhip of latria, [that is, we 

* yield divine worjhip ] to that, in which we 

* place the hope of falvation. But we place the 

* hope of falvation in the crofs of Chrift. For 

* the church fings, bail , o crojs , our only hope: 

* do thou, in this pafjion-feafon, increafe righteouf- 

* nefs to the pious, and grant pardon to the guilty. 

* Therefore the crofs of Chrift is to be adored 

* with the adoration of latria .’-And again: 

* It is adored with the fame adoration as Chrift 

* himfelf j that is, with the adoration of latria. 

* And for this reafon we fpeak to the crofs, and 

* pray to it, as to him who was crucified.’ 

As to the images of the virgin Mary and other 
Joint S', it is notorious, that there is in the church 
of Rome fuch a veneration paid to them, as the 
fcripture no where allows to the perfons themfelves 
whom they reprefent. It is no wonder therefore, 
that in that church images of God the Father 

and 


% III! exhibemus latriae cultum, in quo ponimus fpem falutis: fed 
in cruce Chrifti ponimus fpem falutis; cantat enim eccleiia ; O 
crux , a<vi y Jpcs unica ; hoc fajfionis tempore, auge pits juJHtiam , re- 
ifque dona veniam. Ergo crux Chrifti adoranda eft adoratione la- 
triae. Aquin. fan. part . III. qu . 25. art . 4. 

Adoratur eadem adoratione cum Chrifto, fc. adoratione latriae: 
& propter hoc etiam crucem alloquimur Sc deprecamur, quafi ip- 
fum crucifixum. Ibid . 
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and of the blefled Trinity ihould be allowed; and 
that the author, I have fo often referred to, fhou’d 
think himfelf obliged to palliate thefe things, at 
the fame time that he pbferves * 1 their profeflion 
* of faith makes no mention of fuch images.’ But 
his argument from the title of the Ancient of 
days , afcribed to the Moft High, Dan. VII. 9. 
will never juftify the painting God the Father 
under the figure of an old man: efpecially after 
that exprefs charge of MoJ'es to the Ifraelites t 
Dent. IV. 15, 16. Hake ye therefore good heed to 
yourfelves ; Jor ye faw no manner oj fimilitude on 
the day that the Lord fpake unto you in Horeb out 
of the midfl of the fire: lefi ye corrupt your- 
fives , and make you a graven image , the fimili- 
tude of any figure , the likenefs of male or female. 
And as for painting the Holy Ghoft under the 
fimilitude of a dove: there is no foundation for 
that in the text cited to fupport it. For St. Mat - 
thew, III. 16. fays only, that at the baptifm of 
Chrift the holy Ghofi defended like a dove , and 
lighted on him ; that is, defcended as a dove de¬ 
scends : whence it is probable, that a bright lu¬ 
minous appearance defcended and hovered over 
our Saviour's head: but nothing more can be 
certainly concluded from the words. 

I Shall conclude my remarks on this article 
with quoting the curfes of the fecond council of 
Nice againft thofe who difapprove the fubjedt of 
it. Befides their-f* repeated exclamations; we 

receive 

* Grounds, pag, 49. 

+ f H c iyi* ^u»o/©- ■ . ■> rmt avS+t 

tiwat'da [pag* 592* wf 
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receive and falute the venerable images ; we Jub- 
jeB to a curfe thofe who are otberwije minded ; a 
curfe to thofe , who take the fayings of holy fcrip- 
ture againjl idols, as Jpoken of the venerable ima¬ 
ges a curfe to thofe who do not Jalute the holy and 
venerable images j a curfe to thofe who call the fa? 
cred images idols: befides thefe exclamations, I 
lay, the -f* addrefs of the council,, with the 
patriarch farajius at their head, to the emperor 
Conflantine and his mother Irene, very fully 
exprefles their fenfe, in the following words, 
’j Vis manifeft, that it is confeffedly ana without 
doubt acceptable and well pleafing to God, to adore 
and falute the imaged reprefentations of the ceco- 
nomy * of our Lord Jtfus Chrijl, and of the un¬ 
dented 

V%vT<tteli>*5iu*n tu; lKha.u£xv*tn -mt 

$&sti firm rdf x?t «dt rde cntfdf HKopae, dvdSi- 
VA' 7x1 ( (in 07 mediae x) avnld< h’xJi vat, dvdSt tu< 
A** 7tr 'f h&if Hxj&vat «<&Atf, avctdtfue. Concil. Nicxn. II. 
apud Labbe, tom. VII. pag. 576, 592. 

+ *0 ux>Koy*tAfim< x} dra^^iffCmi'me id7n AxrSf x) Wff$rr ?/) 
[^cOfAoi'] itslnor rt 0*f, Tttf eiKOPii&t dvATi/7nitHS f T» oixort- 
r* xkjplu ipffi ’I#a# Xf/s*?, xj i d&dvr* Stonx* xj dot vap&i- 
vs Mcteictf, r 71 Tipivv dyyiKm, xj TtdvTHf r dytw* G&VKuvHr x) 
Kflti $$ 77 f fit K7Wf f^C/, C^A\’ d^ioCu^U )y VOIJU 
# r <md*v rfxoV»r G&rKwkw <&tvp drqStptATj^H « dyut ©ix*- 
jAfitKti iu)!S ru»®/©\ pag. 5 $4. 

* Ti be oeconorry of our Lordjejus Chrift . This phrafe is explain'd 
in the confeflion of Bajil, bilhop of Ancyra, prefented to this fame 
fynod, as fignifying the manhood of our bleffed Saviour; that dif* 
ftnfation of our Lordjefus Cbriji, whereby fir our fahation he be* 
earn man . Ibid. pag. 57* 
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defiled mother of God, and ever-virgin Mary , of 
the honourable angels, and of all the faints. And 
if any man does not bold this, but doubts and fickens 
concerning the adoration of the venerable images : 
him our holy and oecumenical J'ynod anathematizes . 
The council here is very pofitive, that the pra¬ 
ctice fpoken of is confefi'edly and without all doubt 
wellpieafing to God-, though throughout the whole 
feries of their ads it appears, that there were 
many who believed it highly difpleafing to him; 
which was indeed the occafion of their often re¬ 
peated curies. But if they themfelves were ever 
lb well fatisfied in worlhiping images: yet rae- 
thinks it was unmerciful to put all thofe under a 
lblemn curie, who Ihould ever have a doubt or 
qualm in their mind about it; efpecially fincethey 
tell us almoft in the fame breath, in which they 
pronounce the curie, that £ Anathema is no other 
than a feparation from God. But thus the holy fy- 
nod has decreed. 

In the tenth article, the believer of pope Pi¬ 
us's Creed is taught to fay: 


X. I do alfo affirm, that the power of 
Indulgences was by Chrijl left in the 
Church\ and that the.ufe of them is ve¬ 
ry falutary to the chriflian people. 

P Now 
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Now concerning this article it may very fafely 
be affirm’d, that it is much more beneficial to the 
prieft, than to the people. To the prieft indul¬ 
gences are of great advantage, in this refpedt, 
that they bring him in much riches. But to the 
people they are evidently hurtful, both in the 
concerns of this world, and of that which is to 
come. With their worldly fubftance they pay 
dear for that, which has an evident tendency to 
the ruin of their fouls. For, what other ten¬ 
dency can there be in a man’s believing, that for 
money he can purchafe a pardon, not only for 
fins paft, but for fuch as he ffiall commit in time 
to come j whatever his own wicked heart is incli¬ 
ned to commit, or whatever he may be drawn 
into, by venturing in the way of the moft dange¬ 
rous temptations? What man efpecially, who 
has plenty of this world’s good, will ever lay that 
reftraint upon his affections, in which the very 
effence of religion and virtue confifts; what re¬ 
gard can be had to the declarations of God’s dif- 
pleafure againft finners, and his refolution to pu- 
niffi them with a final Reparation from his favour; 
if men can be brought to believe, that he has 
put it in the power of their fellow-creatures to 
abfolve them beforehand, or to enable them to 
abfolve themfelves? And what gave them the 
confidence to affirm, that Ckriji left this power of 
indulgences in the church? A power he has cer¬ 
tainly left, of declaring the forgivenefs of the tru¬ 
ly penitent. But if he has left the real power of 
forgiving fins, to prieft, or pope, or to any man, 

or 
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or body of men in the world, to be difpofed of 
at their will and pleafure; he has thereby put it 
out of his own hands, and even out of the hands 
of the Father too. And if any man can by the 
authority of the church be perfuaded to interpret 
fcripture in this fenfe} I fhall never wonder at 
any abfurdities or immoralities he may be guilty 
of. 

The papifts indeed, when they think it may 
ferve their turn, particularly when they are en¬ 
deavouring to make converts among proteftants, 

* deny that they mean by indulgences a leave to 

* commit fin, or pardon for fins to come.’ And 
this is particularly denied by the author of the 
Grounds of catholic doSlrine, pag. 49. But to 
what purpofe is it to deny thefe things? What if 
this leave to commit fn , or pardon for fns to come> 
is not exprefsly fet down in the words of the In¬ 
dulgence itfelf ? Yet if provifion be made, where¬ 
by a man may, for a certain fum, fecure an indul¬ 
gence' for any fin he fhall commit ; does it not 
come to much the fame thing ? The council of 
Trent acknowledges, * that Chrifi has left to the 
church the power of bejlowing indulgences : and ’tis 
well known, that the popes, from age to age, 
take into their own hands the exercife of this 
power. And according to this conftitution of 
things it follows, as *f* Thomas Aquinas honeftly 
owns; that * tho’ the man who takes out an in- 

P 2 * dulgence 

m Self. XXV. continuat. die 4. Decemb. 

•f* Dicendum, quod ille qui indulgentias fufcipit, non abfolyitur 
fimpliciter loquendo, a debito pcenae ; fed datur fibi unde debitu* 
folvat. Aquin. fum, fvffL tirti*fartis, XXV. art* i* 
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* dulgence is not ftri&ly fpeaking thereby abfol- 

* ved from the debt of punifhtnent; yet there is 

* that given to him, whereby he may abfolve 

* himfelf.’ And the fame author aflures you; 

* that ‘ indulgences are fometimes fo given, that 

* he who affifts in erecting a fabric, fhall have the 
« third part of his fins remitted: fometimes fo, 

* that he who goes to a certain church, (hall have 

* feven years of pardon: and that if in any 

* church there is a perpetual indulgence, as, in 

* St. Peter’s church, an indulgence of 40 days; 

* then, fo often as any one goes there, fo often 

* he obtains the indulgence.’ Now is not this in 
effect a leave to commitJin, or a pardon beforehand ; 
when a man knows he has nothing elfe to do, but 
to get within reach of fuch a church, when he 
wou’d commit his intended villany; or, as foon 
as it is over, go and purchafe a feven years par¬ 
don, or a pardon for the third part of all his pafl 
finst But flill, this was doing bufinefs only by 
piece-nieal. And therefore the popes thought fit 
to grant plenary indulgences for allfns ; and that 
upon a great variety of occafions, fuited to the 
various taftes and circumflances of the people. 
Out of a confiderable number of inflances cited 
by a *J* Romijh author, I fhall only mention a 

few. 

* AJiquando datur indulgentia, quod qui dat auxilium ad ali- 
quam fabricam erigendam, tertiam partem remiilionis peccatorum 
confcquatur. — Quandoque datur hoc modo indulgentia, quod qui 
vndit ad aliquam ecclefiam, feptem annos remiflionis confequatur. 
Ibid. art. 2. — Si in aliqua ecclefia fit indulgentia perennis, ficut 
in ecclefia B. Petri, 40 dicrum; tunc quoties aliquis vadit, toties 
indulgentiam confequitur. Ibid, conclus. ad quartum. 

+ Plenaria indulgentia datur folum a fummis pontificibus: quod 
Jit diverfimode. Ahquando enim datur utilitcr oijinibus certum lo¬ 
cum 
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few. ‘ Sometimes a plenary indulgence is given 

* profitably to all who (hall vifit a certain place; 

* and given limply, that is, for all time j as it 

* is commonly laid concerning the viliters of our 

* Lord’s fepulchre.-Sometimes it is given to 

* all who vifit a certain place on a certain day 

* within the year: as it is granted to the church 

* of St. Mary. -Sometimes it is granted to all 

‘ who (hall perform a certain work: e. g. fuch 

* as lhall take the crofs, and go to war againft 

* the infidels j whether they go in perfon, or fend 
‘ warriors, or give a certain fum of money, by 

* way of alms, for luch a work, orforfome other 

* pious bufinefs .' A famous example of plenary 
indulgence may be feen in the -f- Canon Law, 
granted by pope Boniface VIII. to all fuch as 
Ihou’d, in the firft year of each century, vifit 
the churches of St Peter and St. Paul. The 
words are: W ? Jhall and do grant , not only 
full and larger , but the fullejl pardon of all fins. 
Which is confirm’d in the next chapter by Cle¬ 
ment VI. who reduces the jubilee to every fiftieth 
year; and includes the church of Later an. His 
words are : Decreeing - - - - that they who Jhall , 

for 

cum vifitantibus; fimpliciter, i. e. pro omni tempore : ficut com- 
muniter djeitur de vifitantibus fepulchrum Domini. — Aliquando 
datur indulgentia plenaria omnibus vifitantibus certum locum certa 

die infra annum ; ut conceflum ell ecclefiae S. Marise.-Tertio 

modo datur indulgentia plenaria omnibus facientibus certum opus : 
puta aflumentibus crucem ad bellandum contra infideles; vel eunti- 
bus, vel mittentibus bellatores contra illos; vel dantibus certam 
fummam pecuniae eleemofynaliter pro tali opere, vel alio pio negotto . 
Antonin. Repertor. part. I. tit. io. fett. 4. 

f Non folum plenam & largiorem, imo pleniffimam omnium 
fuorum concedemus, & concedimus, veniam peccatorum. Lib, V, 
fxtrqv. conjpun, tit. 9. cap. 1. 
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for devotion's fake, vifit thefe churches , Jhall obtain 
the fulleji pardon of all their fins. 

It is furprizing, that a mortal man fhou’d ever 
dare to decree in this manner: or to lay, as Bo¬ 
niface does, We grant the fulleji pardon of all fins . 
But, from one degree to another, this matter was 
at length carried to fuch an extravagant height, 
that it is no great wonder, that the do&rine of 
indulgences fhou’d, under the hand of God, 
prove the immediate occafion of the Reforma¬ 
tion. If the council of ‘Trent, by reafon of the 
fcandal which this dodtrine brought upon their 
church, did * ordain, * that abufes fhou’d be 

* corrected, and evil lucre abolifhed j* it has ftill 
for want of being particular enough, left room 
for the return of moll, if not all, the abufes and 
fcandals which this dodtrine ever introduced. 

And even the author of the Grounds of catho¬ 
lic doSlrme , when he quotes fcripture, to prove 
that Chrift has left the power of indulgences in 
the church, does it in fuch a manner, as if he 
wou’d have us expedt from them the real pardon 
of fin j tho’ he had before *j- told us, that by in¬ 
dulgences he meant no more, than * a releafing of 

* the debt of temporal punilhment.’ He J pro¬ 
duces in particular the words of Chrift to Peter , 
Mat. XVI. 19. (the feme text which he had || 
before quoted to prove, * that fuch fins as exclude 

* from the kingdom of heaven cannot be remitted 

* independently of the keys of the church’) I will 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : 

and 

* Seff. XXV. Decemb. 4. deer, de indulg. 

t P a g- 49* t P a g- H P»g- **•: 
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a nd wbatfoever thou [halt bind on earth Jhall be 
bound in heaven and whatfoever thou Jhalt looje on 
earth Jhall be looj'ed in heaven . But it is evident, 
in the firft place, that this power, whatever it 
was, was not in thefe words given to the church, 
but to Peter. It is further evident, from the 
context, wherein Peter had confefs’d that fejus 
was the Chrijl , the Son of the living God, and 
Chrift had affined him that upon that rock he 
•wouldbuild bis church', it is evident, I fay, from 
this context, that the power of binding and loof- 
ing related to the awful effects of his preaching 
Chrift’s dodtrine, by the immediate diredtion and 
afliftance of the holy Ghoft. And the fame 
power, defcribed in the like figurative manner, 
Chrift gave to all the reft of the apoftles, fob. 
XX. 22, 23. when he breathed on them, and 
laid. Receive ye the holy Ghojl: whofefoever fins ye 
remit , they are remitted unto them ; and whojejo- 
ever fins ye retain , they are retained. That this 
is the true meaning of the words in St. Matthew , 
appears by the promife in the beginning of the 
verfe j I will give unto thee the keys oj the king¬ 
dom of heaven j which was made good in Peter’s 
having the honour to open the dodtrine of the 
kingdom of heaven, by being the firft perfon 
who preached the gofpel after Chrift’s refurredti- 
on. There is therefore nothing of popifh indul¬ 
gences in the cafe; nothing relating to the power 
of releafing the debt of temporal punifhment: 
much left is there any thing like the real power of 
forgiving fuch fins as exclude from the kingdom 
of heaven ; otherwife than as Peter was impow- 
ered and diredted to preach that gofpel, which 

fhou’d 
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fhou’d have this happy effeCt on thofe who em¬ 
braced it. 

As to the words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. II. 10. the 
forgivenefs there fpoken of will do no fervice to 
the church of Rome in her doCtrine of indulgen¬ 
ces, till that church can prove fhe has the fame 
power, by which the apoftle did what he there 
fpeaks of. For the right underftanding of this 
text ’tis neceflary to go back to the former epiftle 
to the Corinthians. Where we find: that a cer¬ 
tain perfon in the church of Corinth had been 
guilty of a very foul and grievous crime: that 
this had been too much connived at: and that 
the apoftle thought fit hereupon to exercife that 
extraordinary power, which by the immediate 
gift of the holy Ghoft was conferred upon him, 
of folemnly delivering the man unto Satan, for 
the dejlruftion of theflejh, that his foul might be 
faved in the day of the Lord j that is, of in¬ 
flicting fome dreadful judgment or calamity 
upon his body, that by reflecting upon this im¬ 
mediate and vifible hand of God he might be 
brought to a better mind, as by the event it ap¬ 
pears he was. Read only the apoftle’s words to 
the church of Corinth, (for it was upon their 
pronouncing the judgment, that it was to take 
effeCt) and you will plainly fee that this was the 
cafe. 1 Cor. V. 3, 4, 5. I verily, as abfent in bo¬ 
dy, but prefent in Jpirit , have judged already , as 
though I were prefent, concerning him who hath Jo 
done this deed: In the name of the Lord Jejus 
Chrifl, when ye are gathered together, and my Jpi¬ 
rit, with the power cf the Lord Jejus Chrijl ; to 
deliver Juch a one unto Satan , for the deJlruStion 
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of the fejh, that the fpirit may he faved in the 
day of the Lord JeJiis. The apoltle cannot here 
be underftood merely as agreeing and concurring 
with the Corinthian church, in a cenfure to be 
palTed upon an offender. His words include a- 
bundantly more. Befides the foiemn mention of 
the name of the Lord Jtfus Cbrift •> here is the 
mention of the Spirit, that extraordinary Spi¬ 
rit, with which the apoftle was endued, and of 
the power of our Lord Jefus Chrift, as prefent 
with the church, in denouncing the judgment: all 
this, for delivering over the offender unto Satan, 
Jor the deftruSlion of the flejh. ’Tis to the like 
purpofe, that the fame apoftle fays concerning 
Hymenaeus and Alexander, i Him. I. 20. that he 
had delivered them unto Satan, that they might 
learn not to blafpheme . Which words cannot be 
underftood of a church’s cenfure; for the apoftle 
fpeaks of the thing as his own adl : nor do they 
include the judging of the offenders to future mi- 
fery ■, but to fome prefent fufrering, to teach them 
not to blafpheme, that they might avoid future 
mifery. It plainly appears therefore to be meant 
of fome extraordinary judgment from heaven, 
inflidted on their bodies, for the awakening of 
their minds. The fame power the apoftle exer- 
cifed, when he ftruck Elymas the forcerer with 
Jiidden blindnefs, for endeavouring to pervert the 

deputy from the faith, A£ls XIII. 6-12. 

And what was tbe inflidting of fudden death 
upon Ananias and Sapphira, but an exercife of 
the fame power, in the higheft degree ? All this, 
which was the extraordinary gift of God, con¬ 
ferred on the primitive age, for confirming the 

Q^_ authority 
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authority of the chrillian religion, was agree¬ 
able to a received opinion of the Jews , that di- 
llempers, as well as other calamities, had the 
nature of divine judgments: which was the rea- 
fon of the difciples afking Chrift, concerning 
the man born blind, whether the Jin was in the 
man himfelf, or in his parents j John IX. z. 

Now it appears, from the cafe before us, as 
well as from the many beneficial miracles which 
the apoftles wrought j that as they had a power 
to inflidt judgments, fo they had likewife a power 
to releafe from them. And as they were, under 
the hand of God, the immediate putiijhers of fin, 
in the judgments which they injliiled j fo when,by 
the extraordinary power communicated to them, 
they releajed from thofe judgments, they were as 
properly, in the fame refpedt, laid to forgive. 
And the fame things, in their degree, feem to 
have been true concerning the Corinthian church 
itfelf: which abounded, as other churches then 
did, with extraordinary gifts j and upon whofe 
pronouncing the fentence, in obedience to the 
apoftle’s direction, the bodily punifhment fell 
upon the inceftuous perfon? and upon whofe 
forgiving him likewife, in obedienee to the apo¬ 
ftle’s direction, when he came to be fatisfied of 
his fincere repentance, he was to be releafed from 
the bodily punifhment. 

Let any man judge, from the apoftle’s own 
words, whether this is not his meaning. 2 Cor . II. 
6 — 9. Sufficient tofuch a man is this punijhment t 
which was infixed of many. So that contrariwije 
ye ought rather toforgive him, and comfort him, left 
perhaps J 'ucb a one Jhould be Jwallowed up with over¬ 
much 
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much Jorrow. Wherefore I befeech you, that ye would 
confirm your love towards him. For to this end aljo 
did I write j that I might know the proof of you , 
whether ye be obedient in all things. Then follow 
the words of the controverted text, ver. io. lo 
whom ye forgive any things I forgive alfo: for if 
I forgave any thing ; to whom I forgave it, for 
your Jakes forgave I it, in the perjon of Chrift. 
From which words, and particularly from the 
apoftle’s laying, that he forgave in theperfonof 
Cbrifi, I think it evident j that the inftances of 
forgiving, to which he refers, were releajes from 
immediate and vifible judgments of God, inflict¬ 
ed by that power, which was communicated to 
chriftians in the primitive age, and more efpeci- 
ally to the apoltles. When the church of Rome 
can thus, by the meer force of her cenfures, bring 
down immediate judgments from heaven upon 
the perfons cenfured, and when we lee this by 
the effects themfelves$ it will be time enough 
for us to believe, that Ihe can forgive, in the 
fenfe of this text ; that is, releaje the true peni¬ 
tent from that diflemper, or other calamity, 
which her cenfure brought upon him. But, as 
in other cafes, fo in this: that church vainly pre¬ 
tends to have, as a Handing power remaining 
in her, what was the extraordinary gift of the 
holy Ghoft to the primitive age. And becaufe 
the Almighty does not concur with her cenfures, 
by inflicting immediate judgments from heaven, 
ihe will do the whole bulinefs herfelf, by the power 
the fword. For Ihe affirms, as we have already 
* leen, if we can believe the words of pope Boni - 

Qj 5 face. 
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face , that both fiords are in the power of the 
churchy and that the magiflrate is to be her drudge 
and executioner. 

All that I fhall further obferve concerning in¬ 
dulgences is j that however the wifdom of the 
great governor of all may think proper to cha- 
ftife his fervants in this world for their follies, at 
the fame time that he has a favour for them upon 
the whole; yet this is no foundation of a real'on 
for the church to pretend to ‘ releafe the debt of 
*• temporal punifhment, remaining due upon ac- 

* count of fins, after the fins themfelves, as to 

* the guilt of eternal punifhment, have been al- 

* ready remitted.’ This, the author of •f* the 
Grounds of catholic doSirine fays, is all that is 
meant by indulgences. But even this, as fmall 
a matter as he would make it, is, I think, no 
lels than ufurping the prerogative of the Moft 
High. It is therefore to no purpofe to £ quote 

* the cafe of king David, 2 Sam. XII. to whom 
1 Nathan upon his repentance declared, that the 

* Lord had put away his fm , and yet denounced 

* many terrible punifhments, which fhould be 

* inflated by rcafon of this fin.’ For this was all 
God’s own doing, declared by immediate order 
from himfelf, by the mouth of his prophet, and 
fulfilled upon his family and pofterity, as it was 
foretold it fhould be. And can the church of 
Rome , or any other church in the world, have 
the confidence to put herfelf in the place of God 
in fuch matters} to judge and to adf, in chafli- 
fing and in pardoning, as fhe pleafes! From any 

. fuch 

* +J»g- 49- t i'tf' 
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luch church I humbly befeech God in his great 
mercy to defend me. 

The eleventh article contains a dodtrine of 
great importance to the church of Rome: and is 
conceived in the following words. 


XI. I acknowledge the holy catholic and 
apojlolic Roman church to be the mother 
and mijlrefs of all churches: and I pro - 
mife and fwear true obedience to the pope 
of Rome, the fucceffor of St. Peter the 
prince of the apojlles , and the vicar of 
yefus Chrijl. 

All the other articles would fignify but 
little, without fuch a one as this; becaufe if 
a man fhould change his judgment in any of 
the preceding points, it would be natural for him 
to alter his practice. And it was undoubtedly 
to prevent this change, or to provide againft 
the confequences of it, that the two firft articles 
took care to tie down the votaries of Rome to a 
frm adherence to ecclejiajiical traditions , and all 
other obfervances and conjlitutions of the church j 
and to admit the holy fcripture in that fenfe only, 
which the church bolds-, and to acknowledge it her 
bujinefs to judge of thefenfe and interpretation there¬ 
of But all this, it feeras, was not enough. There 
muft belides be a vow of obedience, unlimited 
obedience, to the pope, as vicar of Chrift: and 

moreover j 
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moreover * What is in thofe two articles laid in 
a general way, concerning the catholic and apoflo- 
lie churchy is here exprefsly confined to the church 
of Rome ; that its difciples may be taught to be¬ 
lieve, the church of Rome is the catholic churchy 
and the only true church of Jefus Chrift. 

But how abfurd is this aflertion, as well as 
falfe in fail ? The church of Rome is a particular 
church, profefling the chri'ftian doctrine, tho’ in 
^ very corrupt and erroneous manner. Now, to 
believe that this, or any other particular church, 
in Italy , or France , or Spain, or England, or any 
where elfe, is the catholic , i. e. the univerfal 
church j is to believe that a part is the whole: 
and to talk of the catholic church of Rome , is juft 
as good fenfe, as to talk of a general facial, or 
a univerfal particular. 

And as to the falfity of the Roman church be¬ 
ing the mother of all churches j that is very plain 
from the hiftory of the new teftament. Which 
allures us, that the firft church was gathered in 
ferufalem -, many circumftances concurring to 
order it fb: particularly, our Lord’s trial and 
crucifixion there, after he had employed in that 
place a cortfiderable part of his miniftry; his re- 
furredfcion from the dead; and the defeent of the 
holy Ghoft upon his apoftles. All thefe circum¬ 
ftances, together with Chrift’s own command'to 
his apoftles, to begin their preaching oxferu- 
falem , Luke XXIV. concurred to make jeru- 
falem the place, where the firft church mould 
be gathered. And befldes the church of Jeru- 
falem , many churches Were gathered id other 

places^ 
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place®, before there was any church at Rome : 
fo far is that from being the mother-church. 

Then, as to authority: the new teftament 
knows no fuch thing, as the making any one 
church Jbvereign or mifrefs over others. If any 
one could claim the fovereignty, it muft be that 
which was firft gathered in Jerufalem, by the 
miniftry of the apoftles: becaufe it was from 
that body of chriftians that the chriftian dodlrine 
was fpred, into all thofe places which afterwards 
received it. But there is no footftep of any au¬ 
thority or power , claimed by that or by any church 
in the new teftament, over any other whatever: 
nor any foundation for this pretended authority 
of the church of Rome over other churches, but 
what arifes from a wrong interpretation of the 
words of our Saviour to the apoftle Peter who ia 
fuppoied to have been afterwards bifhop of Rome, 
tho’ it is Hill a doubt, whether he ever was there. 
Upon Peter’ s confeffing Chrifi to be the Son of the 
living God, Chrift gave a ftrong teftimony of his 
approving that confeffion, by alluding to his 
name, which lignifres a rock, and faying to 
him: thou art Peter} and upon this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell jhall not 
prevail againft it: and I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven j and whatfoever 
thou fhalt bind on earth Jhall be bound in heaven j 
and whatfoever thou fhalt lotfe on earth Jhall be 
loofed in heaven. Mat. XVI. 16-19. 

The rock, upon which Chrift built his church, 
was not the firmnefs of Peter himfelf, who after 
this moft lhamefully denied his mafter with oaths 
and curfes j but the goodneft of his confeffion: &- 

greeably 
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greeably to which we find, in the following hi- 
ftory of the new teftament, that the acknow¬ 
ledging Jefus to be the Son of God , was looked 
on as receiving the whole chriftian doctrine j this 
being the firm foundation, upon which the whole 
fuperftrudture was built. As to Ckrijl’s giving 
unto Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven that 
receives a clear explication from his being, by the 
providence of God, made the inftrument of open¬ 
ing the dodtrine of the kingdom of heaven j in 
being the firft preacher of the gofpel, both to 
Jews and Gentiles , after the refurredtion and af- 
cenfion of Chrift, whereby his kingdom was 
eftablifhed. This is the plain and evident mean¬ 
ing of Chrijl's giving to Peter the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven . The giving him thereby the 
power, of letting in or Jhutting out from the hap- 
pinefs of that kingdom whomsoever he plealed, is 
too abfurd a thought to deferve a mention j as it 
is abfolutely inconfiftent with the wifdom of di¬ 
vine government. Befides, if any fuch mean¬ 
ing as this could be gathered from the follow¬ 
ing words, whatjoever thou Jhalt bind on earth 
fhall be bound in heaven , and wbatfoever thou Jhalt 
loofe on earth Jhall be loofed in heaven: the fame 
extent of power was undoubtedly given by our 
Lord to all the apollles, a little before his afcen- 
lion, and confequently not confined to Peter: 
John XX. 23. Whofefoever fins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them, ; and whofefoever Jins ye 
retain, they are retained. Yet there is no lem- 
blance of an argument, from thefe or any other 
words of our Lord, that his apofties, or any o- 
ther men upon earth, Ihouldhave power, it their 

will 
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will and pleafure, to determine whole fins Ihould 
be forgiven, and whofe not forgiven ; who Ihould 
be admitted into the Hate of future happinels, 
and who excluded. No: they can with no co¬ 
lour of reafon be underftood to mean any thing 
like this. They fignify indeed, that the apoltles, 
faithfully preaching the doctrine of the kingdom 
of heaven, under the infallible guidance and di¬ 
rection of the holy Ghoft, Ihould by the tenour 
of that preaching fully make known, who were 
the perfons that Ihould be faved, and who con¬ 
demned : and that they had authority to allure 
thofe who Ihould embrace the chriftian doCtrine, 
and conform their lives to it, that they Ihould in¬ 
herit eternal life; and that thofe who Ihould 
malicioufiy rejeCt it, or contradict their profef- 
fion of it by a wicked courfe of aCtion, Ihould 
be finally miferable. This is that power of 
binding and loojing, which was committed to Pe¬ 
ter, and of remitting atid retaining fins , com¬ 
mitted to him and his brethren together. 

And now what becomes of Peter's pretended 
character, zs prince of the apojiles and vicar of 
fefus Chrifl f How vifible indeed is it, that 
Chrift was determined to have no vicar upon 
earth; no one of his apoltles prince over the 
reft; no head of the church befides himfelf ? What 
elfe could he mean in thofe words, Mat. XXIII. 8. 
Be not ye called Rabbi i for one is your mafter , 
even Chrifl ; and all ye are brethren. What could 
he mean by thofe words, Luke XXII. 25, 26. 
occafioned by a ftrife among the apoltles, which 
Jhould be the greatefl ; which was a proper fea- 
ibn for deciding whether any, and wnich in par- 

R * ticular. 
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ticular, fhould have fuperiority over the reft? 
He faid unto them: the kings of the gentiles exer- 
cife lordjhip over them ; and they that exercije au¬ 
thority upon them are called benefaSlors. But ye 
jhall not be Jobut he who is great ejl among you , 
(that is, moil defervedly in efteem) let him be as 
the younger; and he that is chief as he that doth 
Jerve. Thefe, and other like things, were faid 
to Peter , as well as to the reft of the apoftles. And 
throughout the whole new teftament there is no 
footftep or appearance, of his ever having looked 
on himfelf, or his being acknowledged by his 
brethren, to have a fuperiority over them. 

The papifts indeed eagerly catch at any thing, 
that may feem to countenance this fuperiority. 
But in their eagemefs they are fometimes fo un¬ 
happy, as to lay hold on texts, which make dire- 
dtly againft them ; which call to mind Pete/ s 
failings, and give him advice fuitable to the re¬ 
membrance of them. Such are two of the texts 
quoted by the author of * the Grounds. The 
one of which gives him warning beforehand 
of the great fall, which would be occafioned by 
his high conceit of his own ftrengthj and exhorts 
him, whenever he fhould be recovered, to da 
what he could to prevent the fall of others: Luke 
XXII. 32. When thou art converted y Jtrengtben 
thy brethren. This is very far from * committing 
‘ unto Peter the care of has brethren the apoftles/ 
any otherwife than letting him know, that it 
would be his duty to remove, as far as he fhould 
be able, the ftumbling-block which his fall 
would lay in their way: and inftead of a com- 

miffion 
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million conveying authority, it b indeed an ad¬ 
vice and exhortation, arifing from the view of 
his own failings. The other text, John XXI. 
15, 16, 17. direcftly points at Peters ihameful 
fall, after it was over, and at that prefumption 
which was the occafion of it} exhorting him to 
take care for the future, rather to attend to his 
own duty in feeding the flock of Chrifl , than to 
boaft as if he loved his mailer more than any of 
his brethren did. This was a manifeil rebuke tp 
his rafhnefs, in having promifed, that thd all 
Jhould forfake Chrifl, yet would not he: and the 
rebuke was the more vifible, in thrice repeating 
the queilion, Simon Jon of Jonas, lovefl thou me j 
and once putting it thus, lovefl thou me more than, 
thefe. And Peter himfelf was ienfible of it, in only 
anfwering, Lord thou knoweft I love thee ; without 
venturing to intimate, as before, that he herein 
exceeded his brethren. And as to the exhorta¬ 
tion, to feed Chrifl's Jheep and lambs: that was 
evidently a duty common to all the apoilles: 
and tho’ now moil properly, and with inimitable 
force, recommended to Peter in particular, yet 
was fo far from being confined to him, that Peter 
himfelf afterwards exhorted the elders, qt prejby~ 
ters, among thofe to whom he direded his firft 
epiille, to perform the very fame duty j 1 Pet. 
V. i, 2. What femblance now of a fuperiorijy 
in Peter is there to be fetched from thefe texts ? 
And how does St. Paul's with/landing him to the 
face at Antioch confiil, either with his fuperio- 
rity, or his infallibility ? 

And even, if Peter had been infallible, and had 
been conilituted fupreme over his brethren; whiclf, 

R 2 ’tit 
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’tis plain,’ he was not: yet how would that prove, 
that the church of Rome is the mother and miftrefs 
of all churches •, and that the pope of Rome is 
bijhop of bijhops, and prince of allpajlors, and 
that obedience is to be promifed and l'worn to the 
bifhop of Rome, as vicar of fejus Chrijl ? How 
endlefs is the number of fuppofitions, vain and 
falle fuppofitions, upon which fuch a dodtrine 
muff be built ? Especially how fhall the unlearned 
chriftian, who is forbidden to read the fcriptures, 
and has no acquaintance with ecclefiaftical hifto- 
ryj how fhall he arrive at fuch a knowledge, as 
fhall'enable him with a good confcience to 
make fuch a promife as is required in this article ? 
Yet this, as well as all the reft, is made necefl'a- 
ry to falvation! So fays the conclufion of this 
creed, in the words of pope PiusV. And to 
the fame purpofe fays * the Canon-Law, in the 
words of Boniface VIII. Moreover we declare , 
and fay, and define, and pronounce to every human 
creature ; that it is altogether neceffary to falva¬ 
tion, to be fubjeSl to the Roman pontif But in¬ 
deed it is no wonder, that fubjedtion to the popes 
' fhould be made necefjary to falvation, when we 
confider the titles and powers they claim to them- 
felves. Thus pope -j- Nicholas fays: It appears 
evidently enough, that the pontif can neither at all 
be bound or loofed by theJecular power ; whom ’tis 

certain 

* Porro, fubefle Romano pontifici, omni human* creiturae de- 
claramus, dicimus, defxnijnus & pronunciamus, ojnnino efle de necef- 
fitate falutis. Extras . commutt* de majority obed. lib* I. tit* 8. 

, <ap* I. 

+ Satis evidenter oftenditur, a feculari poteftate nec ligari pror- 
fus, nec folvi pofle pontificem ; quern conllat a pio principe Conftan- 
tino Deum appe latum ; nec pofle Deum ab homini, us juditari ma^ 
nifeftum eft. Decret* fart* I. difttnSt* 96. c, 7. 
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certain Conflantine, that pious prince , called God: 
and ’tis mantfejl that God cannot be judged by men. 
Nor is it any wonder, that from this pretended ful- 
nefs of power they undertake to dethrone princes, 
and to abfolve their fubjedts from all obligations 
of fidelity and obedience. But whatever extra¬ 
vagant power they may blafphemoufly afliime to 
themlelves; our bufinefs is to take care, above all 
things, that we obey God: and this in many cafes 
it will be impofiible to do, without difobeying 
them. 

The laft article is conceived in the following 
words. 


XII. I do •without doubting receive and 
profefs all other things which have been 
delivered\ defined and declared by the fa- 
cred canons and oecumenical councils , and 
efpecially by the holy fynod of Trent: and 
all things contrary thereunto , and all 
herefies condemned\ rejeSled and anathe¬ 
matized by the churchy I do likewife con¬ 
demn , rejeSl and anathematize. 

This is very fit to be the concluding article of 
the overbearing and perfecuting church of Rome. 
The private unlearned chriftian muft, at the pe¬ 
ril of his falvation, without any doubting , receive 
and. profefs (what he never had nor can ever ex- 
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pedt to have the opportunity of knowing) alt 
things which have been delivered, defined and de¬ 
clared by the jacred canons and oecumenical coun- 
cils, and efpecially by the fynod of Trent. It 
would be hard enough to require a full alien t to 
all thefe things, even from thole who were beft 
acquainted with them. Nor indeed do I believe, 
that any one perfon in the world, not even they 
who advifed pope Pius to give authority to this 
article, nor his holinefs himfelf, did ever without 
doubting receive all the things here required to be 
received. And yet without this faith , you will 
prefently be told, no man can be J’aved. 

But even the believing all this is not enough. 
You are not a true believer in the churcl\ of 
Rome, if you do not condemn , and anathematize 
all that is under that character condemned and a- 
nathematized by the church. You muft coucur 
with the church in condemning for heretics all 
thole whom the church condemns j that is, 
all thofe, who do not believe exadtly as the church 
believes, and who will not in every refpedt do as 
the church bids them. And what is the confe- 
quence of this $ but that you muft give your con- 
lent to the burning, or other wife cruelly tor- - 
menting and deftroying, all thofe, whole confer¬ 
ences will not fuffer them to profefs what they 
cannot fee reafon to believe? Let a man give ever 
luch clear proofs of the integrity of his heart, 
by a holy courfe of life j and let him ever lo 
fblemnly declare, that there are feme things re¬ 
quired by the church of Rome, which he be¬ 
lieves to be contrary to the mind of Chrift, or 
at leaft is not convinced that they are agreeable 

to 
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to his mind : yet according to this article he is a 
heretic, and muft be treated as a heretic. 

In this and the preceding article you fee the 
true fpirit of popery: you fee it is of the very 
effence of popery to domineer over the confciences 
of men, and to exercife all manner of feverity 
and cruelty, for the fiipport of that domination. 
By this twelfth article all thofe, who receive any 
thing contrary to what the church of Rome re¬ 
ceives, are anathematized as heretics. By virtue 
of the preceding, which requires an intire obedi¬ 
ence to the pope, as vicar of JeJus Cbriji , all 
the punifhments which he requires to be inflidted 
on heretics, muft by the true fons of the church 
be inflicted on them. From thefe two fprings, 
and from the fame dodtrine, taught and incul¬ 
cated by the church of Rome, before this creed 
of pope Pius was formed, have ftreamed forth, 
the horrid wickednefs,of fubjedts renouncing alle¬ 
giance to fiich princes as would not obey the 
pope, and even of murdering them and all their 
adherents. 

Out of the numerous particulars, which by 
this article the Romanijl profefles without doubt¬ 
ing to receive , I fhall make only one quotation; 
from the great Lateran council, holden by pope 
Innocent III. in the year 1215. which for brevi¬ 
ty’s fake I fhall quote only in Englijh. From this- 
alone proteftants may fufficiently fee, what the 
creed of a papift obliges him to j and what they 
themfelves muft expedt, if they fall into popifh 
hands. *Tis made a part of the * Canon-Law ; 
and is expreffed as follows. 

Wt 

^ Deqrtt. Gregor, lib. V. tit. 7. cap. 13. 
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We excommunicate and anathematize all berefy, 
which lifts up itjelf againft this holy, orthodox 
and catholic faith , which we have Jet forth j 
condemning all heretics y by what names J'oever they 

be reckoned. - Let thofe who are condemned be 

left to the fecular powers in being , or their bailiffs, 
to be by thempumjhed with due animadverfon ; they 
of the clergy being firft degraded from their or¬ 
ders: Jo that the goods of thoje condemned, if they 
be of the laiety , be confiscated, if oj the clergy , 
applied to thoje churches from which they received 
fiipends. As for thofe y who Jhall be Jound only 
marked with the fujpicion of herefy: if they do 
not , according to the conjideration of the fufptcion y 
and the quality of perjon, prove their own inno- 
cency by a Juitable purgation j let them be [mitten 
with the Jword of anathema y and, till they 
give a fitting J'atisfaBion, be avoided by all: Jo 
that if they remain a whole year under excommuni¬ 
cation they be from that time condemned as here¬ 
tics. But let all fecular powers y whatever offices 
they exercije y be admonijhed and induced y < and if 
need be let them by the cenfures of the church be 
compelled y as ever they would wijh to be accounted 
faithful y for the defence of the faith publicly to 
take an oath y that they will bond fide y according to 
their power y endeavour to exterminate heretics , 
marked out by the church y from all the lands fub- 
je£l to their jurifdi&ion ; fo that from the 
time when any one Jhall be advanced into power y 
•whether perpetual or temporal y he Jhall be obliged 
to confirm this matter with an oath. But if the 
temporal Lord y being thereunto by the church 
required and admonijhedJhall negleSi to purge bis 

territory 
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territory from this heretical defilement; let him, by 
the metropolitan and the reft of the bijhops of the 
province, be tied up in the bond of excommunication: 
and if be difdain to make J'atisfcSlion, let this 
within the ' year be fignified to the pope, that 
from that time he may denounce his vajjals to be ab¬ 
solved from fidelity to him, and expoje his country 
to be occupied by catholics ; that they , having exter¬ 
minated the heretics, may without any contradi¬ 
ction pojfejs it, and keep it in the purity of the 
faith ; with a Jalvo to the right of the princi¬ 
pal pojfejj'or , provided that he yield no cbfiacle in 
this affair, nor Jet up any impediment the fame 
law however to be objerved with regard to Jitch as 
have no principal lords. And as for thoje catholics , 
who, taking the badge of the crofts, Jhall Jet them- 
Jelves to the rooting out of heretics: they fhall be 
favoured with the fame indulgence, and fortified 
with the fame holy privilege, which are granted 
to thoje who go to the aid of the holy land. 

There is a variety of things in this decree, 
which very well deferve our notice. Firft, that 
all thofe in general are condemned as heretics, who 
venture to oppofe what the pope and his council 
pronounce to be the holy, orthodox, and catholic 
faith. Then, that the poor condemned heretics are 
delivered over to the Jecular powers, to be by them 
punifhed with due animadverfion-, the firft adt of 
which due animadverfion is ordered to be a depri¬ 
vation of all worldly lubftance. All princes are 
obliged to take a fblemn oath, that they will 
exterminate heretics out of their dominions. And 
if they do not perform what the clergy think to 
be their duty herein •, they are to be excom- 
S rounicated. 
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municated, their fubje&s difcharged from allegi¬ 
ance to them, their country expofed to be poflefs’d 
by catholics, and the heretics for ever driven out- 
Moreover, there are encouragements, fuited to 
fuperftitious minds, both in princes and people, to 
engage their whole power and influence for the 
deftrudtion of thofe, whom the priells are refblved 
to deftroy. It is proper likewife to take notice of 
the intolerable flavery/ to which the people are 
by this decree expofed, before they are delivered 
over to deftrudtion ; by being made fubjedt to 
anathema , when only marked ’with the fufpicion 
of herefy , if they do not (what in many cafes it 
will be impoflible to do) prove their own innocency 
by what the prieft (hall account a fuitable purga¬ 
tion : and of the dreadful mifery of being avoid¬ 
ed by all, till they Jhall give what the prieft 
Ah a 11 be plcafed to acknowledge a fitting fatisfa- 
Bion. Thus the people are left intirely at the 
mercy of the priefts: who can, by virtue of fuch 
a decree as this, mark them with the JuJpicion of 
herefy , at their own will and pleafure, whenever 
they venture in any refpedt to difoblige them; 
and then impofe on them whatever methods of 
purgation they pleafe, whether pradticable or im¬ 
practicable, for proving their own innocency ; can 
demand whatever fatisJaBion they fhall in their 
great wifdom and tendernefs judge proper ; and 
for want of receiving fuch fatisfaBiony candiredt 
and oblige the magiftrate to deprive them of fub- 
ftance, and liberty, and life itfelf. 

But without commenting any farther on this 
decree, it is fufficient to obferve: that in purfu- 

ance 



[ i 3 9 ] XII. 

ance of fuch orders, and fiich encouragements 
to thole who would put them in execution, 
there have been many cruel maflacres in the 
chriftian world, whereby millions of human lives 
have been facrificed to Romijb tyranny j many 
holy wars, falfely fo called, undertaken for 
the extirpation of heretics; and, befides innu¬ 
merable other perfecutions, a Handing inquifi- 
tion, big with llaughter and cruelty, as well 
as fraud and treachery, to the reproach of the 
chriftian name, and the deftru&ion of thoulands, 
who infinitely better deferved that name than 
their mercilefs inquifitors. And it is remarkable: 
that a little before the fitting of that council, 
from which this decree proceded, the lame pope 
Innocent, who prefided in it, publilhed a * croi- 
lade againft the poor Albigenfes-, exciting catholic 
princes to a holy war againft them j which war, 
after many bloody battles, ended at length in the 
ruin of the country : and that it was under the 
direction of the fame pope, that the -j* inquifi- 
tion began. I ftiall not attempt to defcribe- the 
cruelties of this barbarous inftitution j the mafia- 
cres in France and Ireland ; the J llaughter of 40 
millions of poor Americans , on pretence of con¬ 
verting them to the chriftian faith j or the inva- 
fions of our own country, particularly that by 
the Spanijh Armada in 1588. Let it only be re- 
membred j that all thefe cruelties proceded from 
that ruling principle of the church of Rome, 
the refolution of making all mankind fubmit to 
S 2 her 

* See Perrin's hift. of the old Albigenfes: lib. Ill and IV. 

+ Limborch. hift. InquiUt. lib. I. cap. to. 
r % Bp of Chiapas's account of tke voyages and cruelties of the 
tpiriarde in America. Load. 1699.8vo. 
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her arbitrary decifions. From the corrupt do- 
dtrines and cruel practices of that church may the 
good Lord deliver us. And may we by his grace 
be more and more confirmed in our adherence to 
his facred word; more careful to acquaint our- 
felves with it, and conform our lives to it; and 
more clear-fighted to diftinguifh betwefen his do- 
Urines and the commandments of men. 



CONCLUSION. 

O N E would have thought, that enough 
in all confidence had been faid in the fore¬ 
going articles, to fecure a Rotnanift in the profef- 
fion of his faith, if he were at all to be fecured. 
But what was briefly mentioned in the beginning 
of this eflay, deferves to be more particularly ob- 
ferved in the conclufion. Left the people and the 
inferior clergy ihould fail of taking fufficient care 
of themfelves; the fuper ior clergy, not excepting 
the heads of monafteries and convents, and the 
regulars of every order, and even thofe who have 
the care of the foldiery, under whatfoever name 
•or title, are obliged to take a folemn oath in the 
following words: 

This true catholic faith , without 
which no one can be faved> which at 
this refent time I do of my own accord 

profefs 
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profefs and fincerely hold ; I the fame 
N. N. do promife, vow, and /wear, 
God affijling me, mojl conjlantly to retain 
and confefs, entire and unviolated, to 
the laft breath of my life: and fo far 
as in me lies, I will likewife take care , 
that it fhall be held, taught, and 
preached by my fubjeEls, or thofe ,, the 
care of whom belongs to me in the dif- 
charge of my office. 

Here it is firft to be obferved j that the au¬ 
thority of pope Pius declares concerning the 
whole preceding creed, that without this faith 
no one can be faved: lb that, according to him, 
whether the common people * fwear to this 
creed or not, yet they are all damned if they do 
not adhere to it. And, to make it the more ef¬ 
fectual, at the end of the Bull in which this 
creed is contained, his holinefs adds: whofoever 
Jhall prejisme to irfringe our will and command 
herein , or rajhly oppoje it; let him know, that he 
Jhall incur the indignation of almighty God, and 
of St, Peter and Paul, his apoftles. 

< In 

* N B. At the head of the book, upon which I have been 
remarking, next after St. Atbanafau'% damnatory daufc, the 
.whole creed of the Roman church (including the Niyne, and the 
1 z additional articles of pope Pius) is prefixed; and this oath along 
with the reft, excepting only the latter part, which is peculiar to 
the fupenor clergy: and at the head of all are placed theft words ; 
a profeffion of catholic faith . Whence one would conclude, that the 
author of the catechifin which follows looked upon the oath itfelf as 
part of the protein on to be nude by every catholic without exception. 
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In the next place I obferve ; that the dignified 
clergyman, wno takes this oath, does by die te¬ 
nor of it vow and fwear, that he takes it fud 
Jjxmte, of bis own accord ; when at the lame 
lime he knows he mu ft do it, or elfe he cannot 
hold his dignity and power. 

But, which is of much greater importance} 
I obferve the dreadful confequence of the people’s 
getting into the hands and power of the Romtjh 
clergy; fince they are by fuch folemn obligations 
bound to maintain and promote articles, with 
which their worldy intereft is fo clofely conjoin’d. 
This conjunction of oath and intereft, in articles 
fo deftrudtive of the confcience, the peace, and the 
fafety of the people, is much to be dreaded j when 
merely the oath itfelf, without the conjunction 
of intereft, would bring little of no terror along 
With if. For a wicked clergyman may, under 
(he pretence of an oath and vow, go on to do 
thofe things which are moft destructive to the 
people, even in fpight of fome relentings in his 
heart, when he calls to mind that he has obliged 
himfelf thereto. Many filch contradictions, it is to 
be feared, have concurred in the hearts of wicked 
men : and the real dictates of judgment and 
confcience have been over-ruled, by the pretence 
of the obligation of an oath or vowj which 
ought never to have been taken, but being once 
taken, is. made a matter of religion, in fpight 
Of all remonftfances that religion itfelf can make. 

Let Britijh proteftants think of thefe things: 
let them be thankful to God for that liberty , 
with which in his kind and gracious providence 

be 
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be has made them free j and refoive, through his 
grace, that they will ftand fafi in it, and not 
lufFcr themfelves to be entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage. Let any man, who has ever 
read the new teftament, judge what likeneli there 
is, between the dodtrine of pope Pius’s creed, 
and that which was taught by our blejfed Lord 
and his apoftles. Nay let any man of fober 
thought, whether he has read the fcriptures or not, 
judge whether it is poffible, that fiich a religion 
Should ever come from God, as that which the 
church of Rome tells you is necejfary to falvation. 

The dodtrine of Chrift and nis apoftles teaches 
us the higheft veneration of the one living and true 
God, the wife and righteous and gracious gover¬ 
nor of the world, and the moft ardent affedtion 
to him as our beft friend and benefadtor: and 4i- 
redts and encourages us to feek of him, with a 
full afturance of faith, every needful blefiing, in 
the name of Jefus Chrift, the only mediator be¬ 
tween God and men. It requires of us righteouf* 
nefs and equity in our whole condudt towards 
thofe with whom we have to do j and very parti¬ 
cularly recommends a mutual forbearance and 
affedtionate tendernefs among chriftian brethren, 
with regard to the mifapprehenfions and miftakes 
into which they may fall. And, as any religion 
muft do which comes from God, it lays a very 
great ftrefe upon a fober, temperate cowrie of life; 
excluding from the kingdom of heaven thofe 
who allow themfelves in the contrary courfe. 

But in the preceding papers we have feen, 
that the religion of the church of Rome oppofes 

that 
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that of our Lord Jefus Chrift in all thefe re*- 
fpedts, tho’ it pretends in every one of them to ad¬ 
here to it. The papifts pr.ofefe indeed to acknow¬ 
ledge one only living and true God: yet at the 
fame time ’tis notorious, that they pay more real 
worlhip and adoration to angels and faints, and 
even to images, than to him. And to keep up 
this pradlice, fuch thoughts are fuggefted to the 
people’s minds concerning the divine being, as 
are altogether unworthy of him, and inconfillent 
with the honour of the one and only mediator, 
in whole name we are directed to addrels him. 
Nay the multiplicity of the prayers themfelves, 
which are addrelfed to faints and angels, begging 
for their interceffion, tends to make the people 
think concerning the kindelt and moll benevo¬ 
lent being in the world, that he is almoll inexo¬ 
rable, and that nothing but continual importuni- 
- ty will prevail with him for any favour: whereas 
the mediation of ChriA, as Hated in the new 
teftament, teaches no fuch thing but encourages 
us, linners as we are, to go diredtly to God in 
bis name, in whom he has declared himfelf to 
be wellplcafed. But this one mediator is by the^ 
church of Rome overlooked, in a croud of others 
of her own making. 

Then, inftead of a ftridt regard to righteouf- 
nels, and fobriety j the dodtrines of indulgences 
and purgatory, and fo likewife that of abfolution, 
upon confeffion and fatisfadtion at the will and 
pleafure of the prieft, encourage all manner of 
vice and wickednefs: fince, according to thefe 
dodtrines, a man may buy off any punilhment, 

if- 
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Jf hefurvives the wicked actions herefolves upon } 
or,' at the worlt, can have them bought off when 
he is dead, if he has but money enough to leave 
behind him. 

, As to forbearance and brotherly kindnefs; the 
church of Rome is a fworn enemy to thefe chri- 
ftian virtues. She will not bear the leafl devia¬ 
tion from her own traditions, decrees and canons. 


She makes them all neceJJ'ary to falvation , both in 
this life, and that which is to come: prefum- 
ptucmfly denouncing eternal damnation to thole 
who do not punctually oblerve and obey them; 
and cruelly deftroying liich of them as the caji 
get into her own power. 

What good pretenfions the church of Rome 
has to be the church of Chriji, Ihe fhews by 
letting up another head over the church befides 
Chrift, inconfiftently with his legiflative autho¬ 
rity, and contrary to his own exprels direction. 

How little value Ihe has for the fcripture, fhe 


(hews by fetting up her own traditions upon an 
equal foot with it. And by the lame means, and 
by claiming the foie authority of interpreting 
fcripture, Ihe prevents, as much as in her lies, 
its being of any ufe to the people, , even when 
they can get a light of their bibles, which for 
the moll part is forbidden. She will not fuffer 
I them to exercile their reafon in judging of that 
1 revelation, which Ihe tells them God has given 
I for their direction. No : if you will be a true 
jl member of this church, you mull give up your 
r| iealbn, and even the teftimony of your fenfes 
. 1 too; as appears notorioully in the affair of tran- 
‘Jlubltantiation. And yet it is evident, that our 
Y T blelfed 



[ 146 ] 

blefied Lord himfelf frequently appealed to the 
judgment and confcience of his hearers, concern¬ 
ing the goodnefs and divine original of his do¬ 
ctrine; and always to their fenfes, as often as he 
wrought any miracles. 

How deftrudtive to all the views of true reli¬ 
gion is the ftrefs which popery lays upon external 
fervices, to the negledt of what is inward and 
pertaining to the confcience; and how fatally 
this tends to harden men in their fins, and to 
make them refolve againft the irkfome work of 
fubduing ill habits, and labouring after thole 
which are truly good; is too vifible to need a 
demonftration. 

How abfolutely this corrupt church is refolved 
upon maintaining a dominion over mens confid¬ 
ences, and what cruel meafures Ihe takes for that 
purpofe, has been fufficiently fliewn. How 
contrary this domineering ana cruel fpirit is to 
the humble and peaceful lpirit of chriftianity, 
needs no proof, to thole who have any acquaint¬ 
ance with the books of the new teftament. And 
how inconfiftent it is with the peace of civil go¬ 
vernment, and even with the lafety of thofe, 
whether governors or people, who refufe to put 
themfelves intirely into the priefts power; is not 
pnly evident in the nature of the thing, but noto¬ 
rious from hiftory, in all thofe cafes where the 
priefts have thought it worth their while to try 
their ftrength. 

May we be defended from the corruptions with 
which this church is over-run, and from falling 
into the hands of her agents, whoje tender mercies 
4ire cruelties. May we wifely improve the great 

benefit 
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benefit of having the fcripture in our own hands; 
by diligently attending to the mind of God therein 
made known, and obeying it in the tenor of our 
adtions. May God in his mercy open the eyes of 
the deluded; and turn the hearts of thole who 
lead them allray. And may there be no other 
contention among thole whoprofels chrillianity, 
than who lhall bell anfwer die defign of it, in 
the pious and peaceable and beneficent courlc of 
their lives. Amen. 


FINIS . 




pag. 60. lin. antepen. for cap , 6. r. cap, 2. 
pag. 91. lin. ult. r. 1566. 
pag. 92. lin. 11. dele, towards the end. 
ibid. lin. 12, &c. r. 1 hefeech thee , that in the holy , tremen¬ 
dous and terrible judgment , in the fight of thy only begotten 
fon y to whom the Father gave all judgment , thou wouldeft 

ibid. lin. 26. r. Te deprecor-ut in iando, tremendo ac 

terribili judicio, in confpe&u unigeniti filii tui, cui Pater 
dedit omne judicium, me, &c. 

-fag. 94. lin. 18. after help 9 r. and to my cwnjkL 
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APPENDIX. 

I T has been fhewn in the foregoing effay, that 
the dodtrine of indulgences has a manifeft 
tendency to the ruin of mens fouls. It has this 
pernicious tendency, even in cafe the indulgen¬ 
ces be underftood to relate only to lins paft. Fof 
if a man who is vicioufly inclined can perfuade 
himfelf, that pardons may be purchafed for mo* 
ney, or obtained by any of thofe trifling mea- 
fures which the indulgences prefcribej he will 
fecurely go on, paying for pardon after pardon, 
and complying with every method which {hall 
be fubftituted in the room of real amendment j 
but will never endure the thought of that change 
of heart and mind, without which the Moft High 
himfelf beftows no pardon. And a Romaniji is the 
more in danger of going on thus to his life’s end, 
becaufe he knows, that according to the dodtrine 
of his church, the prieft is * obliged to give abfb* 
lution to any man in the article of death, who 
profeffes penitence: nay further, that after he is 
dead, he may be prayed out of purgatory, if 
Jhe leave behind him fufficient to fatisfy the 
prieft for his pains. If therefore it were ever 
fo Certain, that the indulgences mentioned in the 
foregoing effay, from ‘Thomas Aquinas, from 
U Antor 

* Concil. Trident. $eff. XIV. de pcenit- cap. 7. 
f Pag. 116,117. 
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Antonine' s Repertorium, and from the canon-law, 
relate only to fins part: if they were meant on¬ 
ly of forty days paft, or feven years paft, or a 
third part of fins pail 5 or if the plenary indul¬ 
gences themfelves were pardons only for all fins 

f >aft: yet it is as certain, that they who can be- 
ieve, that fuch pardons can be obtained by vifit- 
ing of churches, or by any of the other trifling 
methods prefcribed in the Romijh indulgences, 
will never in earneil fet about the work of refor¬ 
mation, or think of conforming their heart and 
life to the mind of God. Romijh indulgences 
therefore have much the fame pernicious tenden¬ 
cy, if underilood concerning^wr pajl, as if they 
directly promifed pardon for Jins to come: and the 
granting them, in thofe circumilances in which 
the popes of Rome grant them, is in effect the 
fame monftrous abomination, as giving leave to 
commit Jin, and granting pardon beforehand. Nor 
can any reafon be given, why they, who will 
fet themfelves in the place of God, and under¬ 
take to forgive fins paft, as they do, may not as 
well pretend to forgive fins to come. 

' The Romijh writers indeed deny, that by indul¬ 
gences they mean leave to commit Jin , or pardonfor 
Jins to come. And particularly the author of the 
Grounds of catholic doBrine * denies' that he 
means any fuch thing. It would be fomewhat 
impolitic, if he fhould direftly own it. But 
whatever this author may mean; what if both 
the particulars denied by him fhould be proved 
by the infallible authority of popes themfelves ? 
To this purpofe it w« intended to have produced 


? Pag 49. 
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in the foregoing efiay a monumental infcription, 
containing a pardon for26000 years and 26 days; 
and likewife an indulgence granted in the year 
1351, to a king and queen of France and their 
foccefiors, allowing them liberty to break their 
oaths and vows, when they could not commodioufiy 
keep them. But the copy of the infcription was 
millaid: and the other teftimony was not pro¬ 
duced, becaufe the author of the elfay had not 
an opportunity of confulting the book in which 
it was firfl published, and did not choofe to quote 
it at fecond hand. 

A frefh and authentic copy of the infcription 
is fupplied by the friendfhip of the reverend Dr. 
George Legb y redor of Hallifax in the county 
of York: to whom it was tranfmitted by George 
Legb y of Higb-Legb in the county of Chejier t 
efquire : who took care to have the impreflion 
taken from the monument itfelf, and attefted by 
the hand of the reverend Mr. John Robinfon, 
now minifter of Macclesfield in the fame county : 
in whofe parifh the monument is ftill to be feen, 
in an oratory belonging to the earl Rivers, /land¬ 
ing on one fide of the parochial chapel of Mac¬ 
clesfield. There is a brief account of this monu¬ 
ment in the laft edition of Cambderi s Britannia , 
vol. I. pag. 678, 679. A more large and parti¬ 
cular account may perhaps be fome entertain¬ 
ment to a curious reader. 

At the bottom of the monument are the fol¬ 
lowing words; in three lines, about 21 inches 
long; the letters, almoft an inch in height, cut out 
in old church-chara&ers, not very eafy to be imi¬ 
tated now, elpecially in the abbreviations: . 

U 2 Orate 
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tuequi ipubE 
ol'ytuV hiejkwtt^? 

af iftf ® ■ ^aWb 

<§<<w 

qtwp mab^tndm kf 1 

In Englijh thus i ■ 

Pray for the fouls of Roger Legh and Eliza¬ 
beth bis wife: which Roger indeed died the 4 tb 
day of November , in the year of our Lord 1506; 
but Elizabeth died the §tb day of OSlober , in the 
year of our Lord 14S9 : to whofe fouls may Ood 
be propitious . 

Juft above this infcription, and clofe joining 
to the right fide of it, is the figure of a woman, 

, kneeling, with her hands held up together be¬ 
fore her breaft. and fix children (probably her 
daughters) ftanaing behind her. Near her mouth 
is a label, with thefe words, in the fame chara¬ 
cter as before: 

hot 

from perpetual damnation deliver us 0 lord. 

It 
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It is probable, by the large vacant fpace over the 
other end of the former infcription, that there was 
originally a plate, reprefenting the gentleman and 
his fons, facing the lady and her daughters: be- 
caufe the infcription itfelf, in a very common 
form, calls upon every fpettator to pray for his 
and her foul. 

But this was all in Latin. And it was proba¬ 
ble, that the greatefl number of fpe&ators would 
be fuch as underflood only the Englijb tongue. 
To engage therefore both learned and unlearned 
to pray for the fouls of Roger and Elizabeth Legh t 
the mofl obvious part of the monument was 
contrived to be an Englijh infcriptionj raifed a 
confiderable height above the Latin one; ftand- 
ing between the fpace where the lady kneels, and 
that where the figure of the gentleman pro¬ 
bably was; reaching from their elbows up a little 
above their heads j and confequently fo placed, 
that both their faces in kneeling mufl look to¬ 
wards it. 

The words of this infcription, in the fame cha- 
radter as before, are as follows j in fix lines, fo 
contrived as to make up the form of an oblong 
Square: 


The 
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fi^sofyajtftotf 


Dire&ly over this infcription, on a plate fome- 
thing narrower, but taller, and a little arched at 
the top, is the figure of a pope, with a triple 
crown on his head, and a glory round it, j kneel¬ 
ing befide a long table, and looking upwards, 
with his hands together before his bread:. On 
the table is placed, behind him an open book, 
and before him either an hour-glafs or a chalice, 
’tis doubtful which. The place feems defigned 
to reprdent a chapel. Under him is a pavement 
of chequered marble, or other Hone, black and 
white. And above him is a representation of 
our Saviour, looking down upon him^ with a 
large glory round his head, wounds through both 
his hands, which are held up as high as hisfhoul- 
ders, and a great wound in his right fide, with 
feveral drops of blood coming from it. This 

figure 




C *55 3 

^figure is drawn no lower than the hips; being 
^divided from the reft of the pidhire by balifters, 
fcehind which it feems deligned to be placed. 

Whether all this imagery was intended to fig- 
nify, that the then reigning pope had prayed to 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, to impower him to grant 
the pardon mentioned in the infeription,and that, 
according to the frequent fictions of thole times, 
our Lord had appeared to him, to aftbrehim of his 
confent; or whatever elfe was the real defign; 
cannot now be certainly determined. But it is 
plain from the monument itfelf, that fuch a par¬ 
don was granted by a pope: and that this was well 
known when the monument was fet up; other- 
wile fevere muft have been the punifhment of 
thofe who eredted it, for an impofition upon the 
church, and a flander againft his holinefs. The 
infcription itfelf, thus pompoufly attended, is, I 
fay, a fufficient indication; that the pope then 
reigning did grant an indulgence, containing a 
fardon Jor Jins to come, fins not yet committed; 
the penalty whereof is here exprelly remitted for 
26000 years to come. So that if the author of 
the Grounds does, as he * affirms, mean no 
more by indulgences, than * a releafing by the 

* power of the keys committed to the church 

* the debt of temporal punifhment, which may 

* remain due upon the account of our fins, after 

* the fins themfelves, as to the guilt and eternal 

* punifhment, have been already remitted by re- 

* pentance and confeffionyet in the cafe before 
us, even according to his own explication, the 

indulgence 

* Pag. 49, 
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indulgence mail extend to Jim to come: and 
that in a very flagrant manner j fo as to lead the 
fuperftitious devotees to hope, that upon laying 
the appointed pater nojlers and ave Maries and 
creed, they Ihould have a pardon reaching be¬ 
yond the duration of this world. 

I chofe the rather to take notice of this monu¬ 
ment, becaufe it gives a more fure account of 
what is meant by popilh indulgences, than is 
likely to be gathered from the writings of au¬ 
thors, whofe bufinels it is to make them appear 
as plaufible as they dan. 

The other teftimony relates more immediately 
to the queftion, whether indulgences include 
a leave to commit jin: though as it extends to all 
the fuccelfions of the kings and queens of France , 
it mull: likewife, if it fignifies any thing at all, 
include in eflfedt a pardon beforehand, for all the 
flns they Ihould ever commit, in breaking their 
folemn oaths and vows. It is an indulgence, 
granted by Clement VI. in the year 1351, to the 
king and queen of France , and their fucceflors. 
I lhall produce it in the pope’s own words: and 
then leave the world to judge, what he himlelf, 
and the perfons to whom he granted it, could 
be luppofed to underftand by it. The pope’s 
words, tranfcribed from D'acbery's Spicilegium , 
are at the bottom of the page. The Englijb is 
to the following purpofe: but an exadt tranllation 
is not pretended to. 


Clement * 
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* Clement, bifisop, jervant of the fervants of 
^ Hod: to our moft dear children in Chrijl , John 
*and Joan, the illufirious king and queen of Franee; 
^greeting and apoftolical benedittion. Tour defres 
nve readily agree to: thofe efpecially, by 'which ye 
may obtain from a propitious God , as ye pioujly 
requejl , peace and health oj foul. Hence it is that 
we, inclined to your fupplications , do by apoftolical 
authority, by the tenor of thefe prefents , for ever 
indulge to you and your JucceJfors, who for the 
time being Jhall be kings ana queens of France, 
and to every of you and them •, that fuch confejjor, 
religious or Jecular, as any of you and them 
Jhall think fit to chooje, may commute , for you and 
them, fuch vows as perhaps you may have made 
already, or which by you and your JucceJJors may 
be hereafter made, (the ultramarine vow, and 

X that 

* Clemens, epifeopus, fervus fervorum Dei, cariflimis ih Chrifto 
filiis, Joanni regi, & Joannas reginae Franciae illuftribus: falutem 
& apoftolicam benediftionem. Votis veftris libenter annuimus: 
iis praecipue, per quae, ficut pie defideratis, pacem & (alutem ani^ 
mse, Deo propitio, confequi valeatis. Hinc eft, quod nos, veftris 
fupplicadonibus inclinati, vobis Sc fucceflbribus veftris, regibus Sc 
re^inis Francise, qui pro tempore fuerint, ac veftrum Sc eorum 
cuilibet, au&oritate apoftolica, tenorc prcefentium, in perpetuum 
indulgemus : ut confeftor religiofus vel faecularis, quem veftrum Sc 
rorum quilibet duxerit eligendum, vota per vos forfitan jam emifla, 
ac per vos Sc fucceflores veftros in pofterum emittenda, ultramari- 
no, ac beatorum Petri Sc Pauli apoftolorum, ac caftitatis Sc conti- 
nendse rods dumtaxat exceptis ; necnon juramenta per vos Sc eo% 
pneftanda in pofterum, qu<e*vos & illi fer<vare commode non pojjetis 9 
vobis Sc eis commutare valeat in alia opera pietatis, prout fecun- 
dum Deum Sc animarum veftrarum Sc eorum laluti viderit expedi- 
re. Nulli ergo omnino hominum liceat hanc paginam noftne 
conceflxonis infringere, vel ei aufu temerario contraire. Siquis au- 
tem hoc attentare pnefumferit, indignationem omnipotentis Dei, 
Sc beatorum Petri Sc Pauli apoftolorum cjus, fe noverit incurfurum. 
Datum Avenioni, x 11 calend. Mail, anno nono. Dacber . Spicileg. 
edit. 1723. tom. III. fag . 724. 



that of the blejfed apo/lle$ Peter and Paul, and 
..that of chajlity and continetscy, only excepted) and 
aljo Juch oaths, by you taken, or by you and them 
hereafter to be taken, as you and they cannot com- 
modioufly keep, into other'works of piety, according 
as he fall fee expedient for the health of your 
and their Jbuls, and agreeable to God. Be it 
therefore utterly unlawful for any man whatever 
to infringe this our grant ; or by a rajh adventure 
to proceed in oppoftion to it. But if any Jhall 
prefume to attempt this ; let him know, that he 
Jhall incur the indignation of Almighty God, and 
of his blefjed apojlles Peter and Paul. Given at 
Avignon, the igth of April, in our ninth year. 

I will not offer to affirm, that the kings and 
queens of France have, fince the grant of this 
indulgence, kept their folemn oaths and vows 
a whit worfe than they would have done, if no 
fuch indulgence had ever been granted. Yet if 
they had any faith in the pope’s power, the in¬ 
dulgence mull needs have been a flrong tempta¬ 
tion to break through their oaths and vows, upon 
all thofe occafions, where the ftridt obfervation 
of them became any way incommodious to their 
interefts, or unfuitable to their inclinations. How¬ 
ever let the world judge: whether the underta¬ 
king to difcharge men from vows and oaths, by 
which they have folemnly bound themfelves; 
particularly whether the giving this liberty to 
princes, upon whofe public obligations their own 
fubjedts and thole of other nations think they 
have a right to depend, and the commuting or 
changing thofe obligations for others of a different 
kind, is not granting a leave to commit fn. If it 
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is not: then the breaking of oaths and vows, 
merely for our own intereft or pleafure, and 
without any regard to the juft claims of our fel¬ 
low-creatures, is no fin. 

Now let the author of the Grounds choofej 
whether he will deny the fadts related j or let up 
his own authority againft that of the popes, 
who granted the indulgences referred to j or 
whether he will vindicate them in thofe blafphe- 
mous grants, and prove they were guilty of no 
crime, and overtaken with no error. 


N. B . Since the description of the monument was printed off, 
the author of the effay has been affured, by credible accounts from 
Chejhire, that his conje&ure, pag. 153, about the vacant fpace 
above the long Latin infcription is confirm’d by the old inhabi¬ 
tants of Macclesfield: who fay, they have heard that that fpace 
was formerly filled up with the figure of Roger Legh; and that it 
was broken off, together with other things belonging to the monu¬ 
ment, during the Civil wars, when the oratory was defaced. To 
be Satisfied of this, the plafler of the wall where the monument 
is fixed was knock’d off: and the Hone appear'd to be cut and hol¬ 
lowed in, as far as the end of the Latin infcription, in the fame form 
as the plate for the lady and her children : there was likewife a place 
cut in the ftone for a label, anfwering to that on the other fide; 
and holes in the done, with lead in them, for fattening the plate. 


The reader is further defircd to obferve : that the fubftance of 
the note at the bottom of pag. 16. ought to have been infertcd in 
the preface : and that the Grounds of catholic dofirine is the running- 
title of the fame book, which in the title-page is called A Profefi 
Jton of catholic faith, Sec. 
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